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Sixth Grade Newsletter

 March 2011

	English

We will:

· continue our literature study of Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor.  Intensive vocabulary study using Contextual Analysis continues to be a large part of the curriculum. We will analyze the literature in order to determine the importance of setting in an historical novel.

· study grammar!  Compound subjects, compound predicates, and compound and complex sentences are part of the ongoing instructional goals.  Students continue to hone their writing skills and incorporate good grammar into lengthier writing pieces; namely, an original version of an “I Have a Dream” speech!  

· keep on reading nightly! The RAH assigned genre is historical fiction with a specific setting of America during the “Great Depression”. 
	Math 6

We will:

Students have started the Geometry unit next.  Please make sure students have a protractor,  a 

compass, and a straightedge with them each day.  The following web sites are great for practicing geometry skills. 

http://www.mathsnet.net/geometry/index.html
http://www.freemathhelp.com/geometry.html
http://www.321know.com/geo.htm
http://www.quia.com/jg/65822.html
http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/activities/Transmographer/


	Math 7

Students have started the Proportional Reasoning unit.   Look for the Unit 4 Overview packet that will be sent home soon.  The following   websites are great resources for practicing Proportional Reasoning skills. 

http://math.com/students/calculators/source/3percent.htm
http://www.explorelearning.com/index.cfm?method=cResource.dspDetail&ResourceID=195
http://library.thinkquest.org/20991/geo/spoly.html
http://www.aaastudy.com/rat.htm
http://www.mathgoodies.com/lessons/vol4/meaning_percent.html
http://mathforum.org/mathtools/cell/g,10.8.2,ALL,ALL/
http://www.math.com/school/subject1/S1U2Quiz.html
http://www.algebrahelp.com/calculators/equation/proportions/
http://www.pbs.org/teacherline/resources/activities/mixing_orange_juice/comparemix/comparemix.htm?cc=tlredirransmographer/
	IM

IM students have just started Patterns, Relations, and Functions Unit. The following web sites are great for practicing skills. Please let us know if you find any exceptional web sites. 

http://www.mcs.surrey.ac.uk/Personal/R.Knott/Fibonacci/fibnat.html
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DirkvdM_natural_spiral.jpg
http://students.discoveryeducation.com/genericStudentIndex.cfm?cdPasscode=T1FDB-CF63
http://www.shodor.org/interactivate/activities/T


	Spanish

We will:
· Diagram and label all parts of a house 
· Describe the items in each room and explain their location to one another
· Use possessives appropriately
· Respond to a writing prompt
· Conjugate and apply the following verbs correctly: tener, ser, estar, vivir, venir, poner, poder, dormir
· Unit Exam (not re-testable) – MARCH 18th
· Projects(not re-testable/do-able) – MARCH 24th

	Science

We will:

· Compare and contrast different forms of energy in order to determine the best form of energy for the state of Maryland’s growing energy needs
· Identify the properties of all waves (wavelength, amplitude, frequency , and speed)
· Compare and contrast types of waves: mechanical and electromagnetic, transverse and longitudinal, and light and sound
Create a working solar collector by applying our knowledge of waves

	Special Reminders/                  Dates to Remember
* Homework is a GRADED EVENT in 6th grade.  Homework counts for 10% of your final grade in ALL classes and must be turned in on-time
* March 7 and 8 - MSA Reading testing 

* March 11 and 14 – MSA Math testing

* March 30 – Third Marking Period ends

* March 31 – No School for Students

* April 12 – International Night

* April16 – April 25 – Spring Break
	Reading

We will…
· Apply before, during and after reading strategies while reading biographies, autobiographies, and personal memoirs

· Determine the meaning of unknown vocabulary using context clues and/or background knowledge of Greek and Latin root words

· Respond to text in writing (BCR’s)


