Fungi Script
Rae- Hey guys!

Leighton- What’s up?

Melissa- Did you hear about the cricket killing fungi?

Ada- Yah, poor Stevie the cricket. 

Jessi- Yah I can’t believe fungi can dig its way into a cricket’s body and then eat its way out. 

Rae- The gross part is that it grows spores outside of the cricket’s body.

Leighton- And then the spores break open and more fungi particles are released. 

Melissa- Yah I know it’s so disgusting!

Ada- You know there are more –pleasant fungi. There are mushrooms, mold, and moss. 

Melissa- You know mushrooms are multicellular?

Rae- Umm ok?

Melissa- She did say mushrooms.

Jessi- Whatever! Aren’t we here to discuss fungi?

Leighton- Anyway, in the top left of the sky…

Ada- There is a very old orange. 

Rae- The mold Penicillium often grows on old fruits such as this orange. 

Jessi- The hyphae grows deep inside the orange and digests the food…

Melissa- Absorbing the smaller chemicals. 

Ada- Digestive chemicals ooze from the hyphae into the food. 

Leighton- Then digestive chemicals break down the food into small substances that can be absorbed by the hyphae. 

Rae- ANYWAYS…

Jessi- If you look up in the top right sky, there is an ear of corn infected by a fungal disease. 

Leighton- The disease called corn smut is a club fungus that result in huge crop loses every year!

Ada- Wheat rust is another disease causing fungus. 

Melissa- My foot is just killing me!

Rae- Let me take a look. 

Ada- Yup that’s defiantly  

Melissa- Defiantly what?

Jessi- Why athlete’s foot of course!

Leighton- Athlete’s foot is a fungus that is an itchy irritation in damp places of the foot. 

Jessi- Athlete’s foot is a disease caused by the fungus that feeds on chemicals in a person’s skin. 

Ada- You know fungi are also good!

Melissa- Right now I wish fungi was extinct. 

Rae- If fungi was extinct the world would be covered in piles of dead animals and plants. 

Leighton – How pleasant! Yuck!

Jessi- Yah but luckily all fungi are heterotrophs that feed in similar ways. 

Melissa- They’re also eukaryotes, use spores to reproduce, and are both multicellular and unicellular. 

Ada- In addition fungi need moist, warm places in which to grow. 

Rae- There is four groups of classification for fungus. They are classified into groups based on their ability to reproduce sexually. 

Jessi- The four groups of fungi are threadlike fungi, sac fungi, club fungi, and imperfect fungi. 

Leighton- Threadlike fungi contains about 600 different species of molds, including many common bread molds. These fungi produce spores in their threadlike hyphae. 

Ada- Club fungi include about 25,000 species of mushrooms, bracket fungi, plant parasites, and puffballs. Club fungi produce spores in structures that look like clubs. 

Melissa- Sac fungi contains over 30,000 diverse species of fungi. Hah! Yeast, morels, and truffles, not the chocolate are some examples of sac fungi. 

Rae- They are called Sac fungi because they produce spores in the structures that look like sacs. 

Jessi- Lastly the imperfect fungi. The 25,000 species in this group include Penicillium, the source of an important antibiotic. 

Rae- The fungi in this group are not known to reproduce sexually. 

Leighton- I’m hungry. (Starts to leave)

Ada- Speaking of eating food some fungus are used in food. 

Leighton- What?! (Turns around.)

Melissa- Bakers add yeast to bread dough to make it rise. 

Rae- Yeast cells use the sugar in the dough for food and produce carbon dioxide gas as they feed. 

Leighton- Ewe, so yeast technically farts so the bread will rise? I’m never eating bread again!

Jessi- Whatever Yeast is also used to make wine. 

Ada- Cough, Cough, Cough” I think I’m sick. 

Melissa- I have some mold that could help you! 

Ada- NO thanks I’ll stick with going to the doctor. 

Rae- He’s going to subscribe mold to you too. 

Ada- Ughh!

Jessi- It’s ok! You know the medicine penicillin? 

Leighton- Well the actual mold named Penicillium produced a substance that killed bacteria. Penicillium saved the lives of millions!

Rae- Some fungi can be good, like the ones who help fight disease and help plants grow. 

Melissa- Help plants grow?

Ada- Yah the fungi’s hyphae spread out underground and absorb water and nutrients from the soil for the plant. With more nutrients and water the plants grow larger than plants without a fungal friend. 

Jessi- Plus the fungus gets to feed on extra food that the plant makes and stores. 

Leighton- Orchids are one plant that can’t grow without a fungal friend. 

Rae- What great teamwork!

Melissa- I think we’re done here!

Ada- Yup!

Everyone- Bye!

