Invention Convention 
Guidelines

· Each invention must be the product of a team of inventors (2 students).

· Teams of inventors must sign an agreement that each partner will participate equally, contributing the same amount of time, materials, and information. Throughout the process, there will be periodic checks to make sure that both partners are upholding the agreement. Teams of inventors will receive a single grade on their Invention Convention project.

· Inventions must fit the following definition: An invention can be anything that solves a real problem. It is something that no one has ever thought of before. It cannot be purchased in a store or found in a book. Sometimes an invention is an improvement to an object that was already invented, in which case the improvements must be original. An invention must serve a purpose.
· The cost of each invention must not exceed twenty-five (25) dollars, so inventors are encouraged to use recycled materials. Materials and funds for materials are available for students who need additional support.
· It is the responsibility of the team of inventors to prove that their invention is an original idea. Research must be done and evidence provided prior to the Invention Convention proving that no similar process or product exists.

· All inventions must be functional and the team of inventors must be able to prove that their invention works and performs the service/ solves the problem that their invention is supposed to address. *A working model should represent inventions that are too large to be brought to school.
· Each invention must be accompanied by a self-standing display board that includes the following information:

1. A title of the invention

2. A description of the problem the invention solves, how it solves this problem and who benefits

3. A detailed description of how the invention works

4. A diagram with all critical parts labeled

5. Materials list and why the materials were chosen
6. Data that reflects how the invention was tested and the results of those tests (must have at least three tests by people other than the inventors)

· Each team of inventors must submit a “Inventor’s Log” that includes the following information:

1. How the idea for the invention was arrived at or created

2. The scientific process the inventor went through to create the invention:

A. A list of steps taken to complete the invention

B. a description of problems encountered and how they were overcome

C. What was learned by the mistakes that were made

D. Drawings/photographs of failed attempts
E. A clear, step-by-step, explanation of how the invention was tested to ensure that it was/is functional
· All teams of inventors will present their final project. Students must demonstrate a thorough understanding of the process and the product they created.

· All safety precautions should be followed while creating and using the invention. No materials should be used that are dangerous, flammable, or toxic. All electrical wiring must be properly insulated. Electrical connections should be 120 volts or less.

· All items are displayed at the students’ risk. The school does not assume responsibility for loss or damage to any part of a display or model.

· There is no guarantee of electrical outlets or extension cords.

· Displays should be neat. All titles, names, and responses should be clear, large, legible, and free of spelling errors. Charts and pictures should have a clear explanation and labels when necessary.

