







September 14, 2009

Dear Parents/Guardians,


This year, the sixth grade will be participating in an Invention Convention instead of the Science Fair. The Invention Convention is an opportunity for students to experience a hands-on application of scientific principles to create an original or innovative product. Additionally, this process encourages creativity, problem solving, and critical thinking skills.


In order to make this task easier and alleviate the pressure that students often feel when given a long-term assignment, I have set up a timetable for the assigned elements. In this way, I will be able to assist your child in meeting these scheduled assignment dates and completing all elements of their projects successfully. Before each of the required elements are due, students will be given further, detailed instructions so that they are acquainted with what is expected and required of them. All information will also be found on Edline and the Chevy Chase Elementary School website.

Additionally, students will be completing their projects with a partner. When the partner groups are chosen by the students, the team will be given a contract with the rules and conditions of working together. This contract should be reviewed and signed by both students and their parent or guardian. Each step of this process is geared toward your child’s success.

Due Dates to Remember:
· 10/29/09 – Intent to Invent
· 11/5 – 11/6 – Typing Evidence of Originality in School
· 12/4/09 – Evidence of Originality
· 12/18/09 – Patent Application
· 12/18/09 – 1/8/10 – Work on backboard, finalize all elements of project
· 1/11 – 1/13/10 – In-class presentation of projects. Backboard and inventions MUST be brought to school on the 11th.
· 1/14/10- Evening viewing of projects 6:30 to 7:30pm. All projects to be brought home at the end of the evening
An Invention Convention project should be a challenging and positive learning experience. I hope that you will support this process in any way possible. Thank you for your cooperation.









Sincerely,









Mrs. Gleason

