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December
	English

We will:
· begin a new adventure---literally!  We have started a literature study of The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi, an exciting adventure novel about Charlotte, a 13 year old girl traveling alone aboard the brig, Seahawk, in the summer of 1832.  Unfortunately, this young girl is accused of murder, tried, and convicted while voyaging across the Atlantic Ocean from England to Rhode Island without benefit of parents or guardians!  
·  learn the many components that make an adventure story so enthralling---mood, tone, foreshadowing,etc.   
· prepare to write our own adventure stories with a focus on mood and tone via WORD CHOICE!  
· continue to study grammar which is imbedded in the curriculum content (complex sentences, commas in a series, punctuating dialogue, etc.).
	Math 6
Students will take part A & B of the Unit Assessment Friday, Dec. 17th. Upon their return from winter break, students will: 

· Add, subtract, multiply, and divide with decimals and fractions, including mixed numbers.

· Use estimation and mental math to solve problems with fractions, decimals, and percents, explaining the reasoning involved.

The following web sites are useful for practicing math skills for decimals and fractions. 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/oaklandes/mathunitwebsites/mathaunit2websites.html
http://www.jamit.com.au/htmlFolder/app1003.html
http://www.jamit.com.au/htmlFolder/app1003.html
http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/con_math/g05c14.html
http://www.funbrain.com/measure/index.html
http://visualfractions.com/MultiplyCircle.html
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/math/studytools/cgi-bin/msgQuiz.php4?isbn=1-57039-850-X&chapter=3&lesson=2

	Math 7

Students in math 7 will continue to work on the Algebraic Reasoning Unit. Students will take the Unit 2AB assessment on Friday, Dec. 17th. Upon their return from winter break, 

We will:

· Determine the absolute value of rational numbers

· Model and explain the addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of integers. 

· Add, subtract, multiply, and divide integers

· Model, identify, and solve 2 step linear equations and inequalities using concrete and informal methods.

· Solve one and two step inequalities with one variable.

· Solve inequalities and graph the solutions on a number line. 

The following websites continue to be useful for practicing the skills in the Algebraic Reasoning unit. 

http://www.aaamath.com/B/g6_71fx1.htm
http://www.aaamath.com/B/g6_71jx1.htm
http://www.homeschoolmath.net/teaching/negative_zero_exponents.php
http://micro.magnet.fsu.edu/primer/java/scienceopticsu/powersof10/
http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/frames_asid_161_g_2_t_1.html
http://www.mathgoodies.com/lessons/vol5/addition.html
http://www.mathgoodies.com/lessons/vol5/intro_integers.html
http://www.lessontutor.com/eesA5.html
http://www.math.com/school/subject2/practice/S2U1L2/S2U1L2Pract.html
http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/frames_asid_324_g_3_t_2.html?open=instructions

	IM

Students in IM will conclude The Real Number Systems Unit after winter break. We will:

· Apply the concepts of ratios, rates, unit rates, and percents to real-world problems, including rate of increase/decrease, discount, commission, sales tax, and simple interest.

The websites below provide practice for the skills and concepts in this unit. 

http://www.aaamath.com/B/g6_71fx1.htm
http://www.aaamath.com/B/g6_71jx1.htm
http://www.homeschoolmath.net/teaching/negative_zero_exponents.php
http://micro.magnet.fsu.edu/primer/java/scienceopticsu/powersof10/
http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/frames_asid_161_g_2_t_1.html
http://www.mathgoodies.com/lessons/vol5/addition.html
http://www.mathgoodies.com/lessons/vol5/intro_integers.html
http://www.lessontutor.com/eesA5.html


	Spanish

We will:
· Practice reading, writing, and speaking with food vocabulary

· Respond to writing prompts that deal with breakfast, lunch, and dinner

· Conjugate regular –AR, ER, and –IR verbs 

· Conjugate specific irregular verbs: SER, JUGAR, QUERER

· Practice asking and responding to questions about food preferences

IMPORTANT ASSESSMENT DATES:

· Friday, December 10th – Quiz on pages 1 & 2 of LA COMIDA Study Guide
· Friday, December 17th – Quiz on pages 3 & 4 of LA COMIDA Study Guide
· Monday, December 20th – VERB QUIZ and review of all vocabulary, covers pages 5 -10 of LA COMIDA Study Guide

	Science

We will:

· Identify how animals adapt to survive and how these adaptations make certain members of a species more successful than others

· Explore the role of mutation and variation in natural selection.

· Identify  how natural selection and evolution are linked

· Identify what drives changes within a species

· Identify the role of fossil records and DNA on our knowledge of the evolution of species

· Identify and explore how organisms evolve over time.
· Apply our knowledge of classification, energy flow, and adaptation and evolution to creating a practical solution to save the Baltimore Checkerspot Butterfly

***Reminder – All Mythbusters Projects (Video and Research Paper) due DECEMBER 8th***


	Special Reminders/                  Dates to Remember
· December 13 – Natural History Museum Field Trip – 9:30 – 1:30

· December 14 – Night of Excellence – View Mythbusters Projects

· December 24 – January 2 – Winter Break
· January 20th -  2 hour Spanish Mid-Term Exam
	Reading

We will…
· Explore the meaning, the purpose, and the characteristics of various myths

· Read a variety of myths and make connections to vocabulary, present day life, and the study of Greece in social studies
· Brainstorm ideas for an original myth


