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Science Expo a Success
“Impressive.”  “I never knew that.”  “How did you think of that?”  “Cool!”  All of these were actual comments overheard at our Science Expo last week.  Our second year focused on well-designed investigations of testable questions was even more successful that our first, with 123 students presenting 80 projects.  Participants learned a lot about how to think and work like scientists, and visitors learned a lot about a huge variety of things, from electromagnets and surface tension to popcorn, pennies, and paper towels.  Investigations involving mold and rotting food seemed to be especially popular!
Thanks go out to Mrs. Rolston for her fine job of coordinating the expo and promoting inquiry-based science instruction; to the special events committee for their help with logistics; to our parents who acted as guest scientists and provided feedback to participants; and to the many young scientists and the families that supported them.

Be sure to check out the Science Expo video on our home page.
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Souper Bowl for Caring

This week we started a new community service project for Cedar Grove; Souper Bowl for Caring.  This project is a canned food drive that connects to and builds on the excitement surrounding the NFL’s Super Bowl, which will be played this year on February 5.  Here’s how it works:

· Large pictures representing the competing teams, the New York Giants and the New England Patriots, are displayed on the bulletin board in our main lobby, which has been redesigned to look like a football field.

· Students, parents, staff members, and others “vote” for the team that they want to win the Super Bowl by placing non-perishable food donations under that team’s helmet.

· After the Super Bowl is played, all food collected will be donated to Damascus HELP.

Donations are already coming in and will be collected through Friday, February 3.  I look forward to a spirited competition on the field and in our lobby and to seeing the piles of donated food grow and grow as we have fun and help a good cause.

Thank You

Many thanks to the PTA Staff Appreciation Committee and all who contributed to our Salad Bar Luncheon today.  It was delicious and very much appreciated.
Pennies for Patients Returns

Each year Cedar Grove staff and students participate in the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s Pennies for Patients program.  The kick off date for this program is Monday, February 6th!  Children will receive a small box to collect pennies (and other coins too!).  Classrooms will also be competing to see which classroom brings in the most money.  The winning classroom will receive a pizza party lunch!  
Clarksburg Cluster to Testify

Your Clarksburg Cluster PTA Coordinators will be testifying to the Montgomery County Council members on Thursday, Feb. 9, 2012, regarding the proposed FY 2013 Capital budget and FY2013-2018 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) budget.  This budget includes allocations for new school constructions, modernizations, compliance projects, maintenance projects and any other building/facilities projects.

The current CIP projects in the MCPS 6-Year plan (FY 2013 - 2018) are:

· August 2014 - new Clarksburg Village ES (across from the pool), to relieve overcrowding at Little Bennett and Cedar Grove

· August 2015 - addition to Clarksburg HS to relieve overcrowding

· August 2016 - new Middle School in Arora Hills to relieve overcrowding at Rocky Hill

The timing of the testimony on the 9th will be shared when it is determined.  More details on the CIP can be found at:  http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/planning/CIPMaster_Current2.shtml
Promoting Heart Health

All students will be participating in Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops for Heart during their regularly scheduled PE classes from February 21-27.  These programs raise funds for the American Heart Association’s (AHA) fight against heart disease and stroke.  Students will develop jump rope and basketball skills while also learning about heart health and how proper nutrition and physical activity can help them live longer and healthier lives.  Of course, they also learn the value and rewards that come with helping others.  Details have been shared with students and have been sent home separately.  If you have any questions, please contact our PE teacher, Mr. Jansson.

While all students will participate in these two programs whether they choose to raise funds for the AHA or not, we are hoping to top last year’s donation.  Rumor has it that Mr. Jansson has a special surprise in store for us if we meet that goal.  Stay tuned.

Vision and Hearing Screening

We will be having our annual vision and hearing screening on February 7 & 8, 2012.  All students in Kindergarten will be screened automatically, along with students new to MCPS.  If you have concerns about your child’s vision or hearing, please let Mrs. Sutton or Mrs. Burke in the Health Room know so they can be included in the screening.  Parents will be notified if the screening indicates problems in one or both areas.

Parent volunteers are needed to help escort students to and from the screening room.  If you are able to help us out with this, please contact the PTA Volunteer Coordinator, Mrs. Kim Constantino, at 

 torandkim@yahoo.com
Transfer Season Begins

Montgomery County parents who wish to request a Change of School Assignment (COSA) for their children from their home school may begin the process during the upcoming transfer season—February 1 through April 1, 2012.
 
Except for students in the Northeast Consortium (NEC), Downcounty Consortium (DCC), and Middle School Magnet Consortium (MSMC) areas, students in Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) are assigned to a school 

on the basis of their place of residence or their Individualized Education Program 

(IEP) and are expected to attend their home school.  Assignment changes for students from one school to another are permitted under the following limited circumstances: 
 
·     An older sibling attends the requested school in the regular program, absent a boundary change 
·     A continuation in a feeder pattern from middle to high school, except when affected by boundary changes 
·     A documented hardship situation 
·     A student selected for an exempt program 
 
The transfer process begins in the home school, where parents may request the Change of School Assignment Information Booklet that contains the COSA form, describes the process and provides useful information.  Beginning the first week of February, the COSA booklets will be available in schools and online at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/transfer.shtm.  The booklet will be available in both English and Spanish.  Exempt programs that do not fall under the transfer guidelines are listed in the information booklet.  
There is a different process to access the elementary language immersion programs.  Full information and Immersion Interest Forms are available at all elementary schools and online at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms. 
 
For information about assignments for students residing in the NEC, DCC, or MSMC areas, please contact the Division of Consortia Choice and Application Program Services at 301-592-2040 or visit the website at http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/schoolchoice. 
 
For more information about the transfer process, please contact the main office. 

Dates to Remember
Tonight   PTA Spirit Night @ Bob Evans
Tonight 

to 1/27
    Spelling Bee

2/1
    Report Cards distributed


    Flyer Distribution Day

2/3
    PTA Bingo Night

2/6
    Pennies for Patients begins

2/7
    Vision and Hearing Screening


     PTA Meeting @ 7:00 PM

2/8
    Vision and Hearing Screening
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