
 
 

 
 

October 5, 2009       Nancy Erdrich - Principal 
 

 
Dear parents: 
 
It is hard to believe that we are more than half way through the first quarter.  Your children and 
the staff have been working hard and we are now in the rhythm of school.  Here is what is 
happening at Burning Tree… 

 Our seasonal flu clinic scheduled for October 8 is cancelled:  MCPS has just notified 
the principals that the Department of Health and Human Services has cancelled our 
seasonal flu clinic due to ongoing difficulties with the distribution of the seasonal flu 
vaccine.  The Department of Health and Human Services will be sending home official 
notification about these cancellations this week. 

 Speaking of flu:  Please remember that we will be sending home ill students who have a 
fever over 100 degrees along with a cough and/or sore throat.  Parents will be asked to 
keep their child home until they are fever free for 24 hours without the aid of fever 
lowering drugs.  We ask that you call the school if your child has the flu, and check in 
with the health room when your child returns to school.   

 A reminder:  Please let your child’s teacher know if your e-mail address changes.  Every 
teacher is keeping a current distribution list.  Should the H1N1 virus force us to close 
school, we will distribute assignments via e-mail.  Thanks so much for your help.  Also, 
we are looking for 100% of our families to join BTNet.  Both the PTA and the school use 
this listserve to distribute important information.  (Please refer to the Burning Tree PTA 
website for directions regarding how to sign up for BTNet.) 

 Improving Your Child’s Literacy Skills:  Do you want to learn more about the reading 
and writing curriculum and strategies for working with your child at home and when 
volunteering in the classroom?  This will be the focus of Tuesday’s PTA meeting 
presentation.  Next month’s PTA meeting will feature three new staff members, Mrs. 
Barry, Mrs. Parrott and Mrs. Siegel, who will discuss BT’s media, art and music 
programs.   

 Parent Visitation Day is Columbus Day, October 12th:  Come begin the day with your 
child and spend time in the classroom.  All parents are welcome between the hours of 
9:30 and 10:30 a.m.  Experience the wonder of elementary school all over again!  (Please 
do not bring younger siblings.)   

 Interims are going out this week to let parents know if there is an area of concern.  
Please contact your child’s teacher if you need more information. There is still time for 
improvement.  The first quarter ends October 30th.   
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 Parent Conferences:  Have you signed up for your parent/teacher conference?  The 
official conference days are November 11th and 12th, although most of the teachers have 
other dates and times available.  Please contact your child’s teacher to set up an 
appointment.   

 Help wanted:  Do you have some time in your busy day to volunteer at Burning Tree 
during recess?  We can use extra hands from 12:25 to1:25 for outdoor recess, and from 
12:10 to 1:25 for indoor recess.  (Our most critical time is from 12:55 to 1:25 on outdoor 
recess days when the our first and third graders are spread out from the blacktop to the 
baseball fields.)  And, of course, extra hands are always welcome in the lunchroom.  If 
you are interested, please contact Farish Perlman at fperlman@cwr103.com.  (Please 
note:  If you contacted Farish earlier this year about volunteering for recess, she already 
has your name.)  

 MCPS is requesting your feedback on the Math Program.  A workgroup of diverse 
stakeholders: teachers, professionals, parents, and PTA representatives has been 
assembled to examine the implemented curriculum, classroom/instructional practices, the 
assessed curriculum, teacher preparation and development, and acceleration practices. 
Each school has been asked to survey the parent community and compile the school’s 
responses (see attached).  The PTA will be spearheading the gathering of information at 
Burning Tree.  Please contact Cindy Campbell if you are interested in helping compile 
the information.   

 Conversion from AC to heat:  MCPS maintenance has begun to convert schools from 
air conditioning to heat.  Unlike residential systems, schools cannot be automatically 
switched from air conditioning to heating because the same pipes are used alternately for 
cooling and heating.  The switchover requires mechanics to manually open and close 
various valves in the piping system to bring warm water into the system.  Please have 
your child dress for the weather every day. 

 Our yearly Walk for the Homeless is on October 14th during recess. Volunteers are 
always welcome.  It is a wonderful opportunity to raise your child’s awareness of 
people/children who are less fortunate.  Mrs. Whalen is our contact here at school.  

 Thanks for a wonderful Back to School Picnic, and special thanks to Vicki Herson, Lisa 
Sanfuentes and Yvonne VanLowe for hosting evening events in their homes last month.   
What a wonderful way to get families together.  Special thanks also to Cindy Campbell 
and Ellie Abramowitz for their hard work as PTA presidents.   

 Thanks to all of the teachers and parents who are sponsoring before and after school 
clubs, and thanks to Joan Wolf Chiaverini for coordinating it all. We are so lucky to 
have such activities available to our students.  And wait until you see the new handbook/ 
directory that will be coming out soon! 

 
Upcoming Dates 
 
Tuesday, October 6   PTA Meeting – Reading/Writing presentation – 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 7 Walk to School Day 
Saturday, October 10  Beautify Burning Tree 
Monday, October 12  Parent Visitation Day – 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, October 14 Walk for the Homeless (during recess) 
Thursday, October 15  Bingo Night (at Pyle) 
Friday, October 16  No School, MSTA convention 
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Tuesday, October 20  Cultural Arts Assembly 
    Dine Out at California Tortilla  
Friday, October 23  Junior Great Books Training 
Wednesday, October 28 Principal’s Coffee – Math Strageties - 9:30 a.m.  
Friday, October 30  PTA Board of Directors 
    Halloween parties – 2:00 p.m. 
    First marking period ends 
Monday, November 2  No School – Professional Day 
November 11 and 12  Parent Teacher Conferences (Wednesday & Thursday) 
 
 
 
Out and About  
 

 The 23rd annual Community Service Day is Saturday, October 24th.  If you are interested 
in volunteering, please contact Harriet Shugerman at 240-777-2620.  

 Montgomery College Youth Programs is accepting registrations for:   
o  Kids College:  After school and Saturday courses for students in grades K - 12 

held on the Rockville and Germantown campuses. These courses provide 
enrichment and advancement and cover a wide range of topics including science, 
math, art, drama, game design, music, study skills, and keyboarding.  

o Saturday Discoveries:  A one-day enrichment program offered for gifted and 
talented students in grades 4 and 5, scheduled for Saturday, November 14, 2009 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:50 p.m. on the Takoma Park campus.  Students will have an 
opportunity to select four workshops to participate in during the day.  Workshops 
cover a variety of topics including science, problem solving, creative writing, 
computer gaming, and much more. For brochures or registration forms for either 
program, go to www.montgomerycollege.edu/youth, or call 240-567-7264 or 240-
567-7917. 

 The Montgomery County Board of Education will be holding a public forum on 
Thursday, October 15 from 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. at John F. Kennedy High School.  
Testimony will focus on the question: “During difficult economic times, what priorities 
in the MCPS strategic plan should we focus on to improve achievement for all students?”  

   For more information, go to: 
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/community/forums/feedback 

 The Down Syndrome Network of Montgomery County is having a conference on 
Saturday, October 17 2009, from 9:00am to 4:30pm at Tuscarora High School, 5312 
Ballenger Creek Pike, Frederick, Maryland.  To register on line, please go to 
www.dsnmc.org. 

 
 
 




