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September Newsletter

Thursday, September 1, 2011

Dear Parents,

Our first day of school is behind us, and we look forward to the days ahead. We are spending time learning about classroom procedures, and we have had our first fire drill. We are gradually learning about each center in our classroom. As we learn our responsibilities at a center, it then becomes a part of the daily choice of activities.

Our theme this week has been based on books about the first day of school. We
have focused instruction on getting to know one another and getting to know the routines of our school. We will attend Music, Art, Physical Education and Media. Please have your child wear sneakers for P. E. class on Tuesdays for Mrs. Fuss’ and on  Fridays for  Mrs. Bentz’s class.  Computer Lab will begin soon.  We recommend that you send in a headset for your child to use with the computers in the lab and in our classrooms.  Please send headset to school in a labeled bag.

 Our math instruction is on numbers and counting. We have introduced the calendar and we count the school days. Each morning we answer the question of the day and discuss the data we have collected. We work on understanding positional words. We will focus on the concepts; top, bottom, middle, before and after, over and under.

We will begin reading instruction using the books First Day Jitters and Chicka Chicka Boom Boom.   We will reinforce vocabulary related to the concepts of print (front cover, title, author, illustrator, directionality). We will focus on matching words to print. We will put the words I and you on our word wall.
During the next few weeks, we will be observing and gathering information on the children so that we can plan for the instructional needs of each individual student. Thank you for your patience as we begin this new school year. We appreciate your prompt completion of the papers and information cards. If you have not yet returned them to us, please do so as soon as possible.

Your child will be bringing home his/her own folder from school each day. Please look through it every night. Communication from home should be placed inside the folder. Remove completed work from the folder and review with your child. Save all small paper books that come home so your child may reread them often. Please return the folder to school every day. We will discuss the importance of communication at Back School Night on Thursday, September 8th at 7:00 P.M. This is a very important meeting so we hope to see you there.

The children are enjoying snack, lunch and recess. There are several things that you can do to help insure a smooth transition into this part of our day. First, make sure you have a plan for your child’s snack and lunch each day. If your child is buying a school lunch you must have money in their account. To do this, send a check to school written out to Brooke Grove Cafeteria and write your child’s pin number on the check. It is a good idea to send in at least $10.00 for days that you might forget to send in a lunch.  Remember, kindergarteners can only order the regular lunch, alternative lunch is NOT an option. Also, please write your child’s name on their snack bag and lunch box or bag.

Kindergartners go outside everyday for recess. Your child should be dressed
appropriately for outdoor play. They need to wear shoes that they can run and
climb in. Please tie shoes in double knots before they leave for school each morning. It is helpful if the children can tie their own shoes; please work on this skill at home. Soon we will be wearing sweaters and jackets. Please label them before sending articles to school. Your help is greatly appreciated.

We look forward to working with you this year. The children are ready to learn and we are ready to teach. We are looking forward to a wonderful school year! If you have any questions or concerns, write a note and we’ll get back to you.

Sincerely,
The Kindergarten Team
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