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Welcome to the fifth grade!  We are looking forward to seeing you at back-to-school night this year. It is going to be an exciting year of learning opportunities.  The fifth graders have already proven to be model citizens and are responsible, respectful, and safe as they move through the demands of the day.


We will be using TIME Magazine For Kids and National Geographic magazine to build fluency, comprehension, and understanding of non-fiction text structures.  


All fifth graders are expected to read 25 books independently by the end of the school year (as required by MCPS).  We can help with that!  Opportunities to purchase affordable paperback books will be offered throughout the year via the Scholastic Book Fair.
-

      The fifth grade will be implementing our science unit called Force, Motion, and Energy (physics).  Examples of the standards for this unit are: 

· Describe the motion of objects using distance, travel, time, direction and speed

· Explain that the changes in the motion of objects are determined by the mass of an object and the amount of force applied to it


Our beginning unit of social studies is titled: “Citizens in Action: The Colonies Revolt.  We’ll retrace the formation of the colonies, and analyze the conflicts that led to The American Revolution.  Included in this unit is an investigation of map skills.

After a careful review of all the data, math groups have been established.  Unit One for the Math 6/7 is Graphing and Statistics, and Unit One for Math 5/6 is Number Theory. Our expectations are very high.  In order for students to be successful, they need to complete homework every night and come to class ready to work hard and do their best every day. Communication is the key.  Quizzes and tests are announced well ahead of time, and should be entered in the fifth graders’ agenda books.  Please review the agenda book with your child each night as a way to help keep you informed. 

The first unit in language arts involves reading historical fiction, and analyzing story structure. It is an expectation that your child read at home for at least 20 minutes nightly. Fifth graders study the conventions of the English language (analyzing parts of speech, sentence and paragraph structure) so that they may apply them in their everyday writing.  We have assessed students and created spelling groups.  Tests will probably occur every other week based on our instructional schedule.

Fifth Grade Biggies:

· Every student must have a book to read with them at all times.

· Homework is assigned Monday through Thursday (usually) and is expected on the due date.  It is an expectation that students will use their homework assignment book daily.  Please check your child’s assignment book every night.  Some assignments are long-term.  Planning how to budget the time required to successfully complete this type of assignment is on going fifth grade goal.  

· Fifth grade is a transition year between elementary school and middle school.  Therefore, it is important for all of us to help our students foster more independence.  For example, we encourage students to approach their teacher(s) on their own with a concern or a problem so that the teacher and the student can work together to find a solution.

Thank you in advance for you support in your child’s academic success.
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