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     We would like to extend a warm welcome to all new and returning students to Brooke Grove this year.  The fourth grade curriculum is full of exciting and challenging activities.  In order to ensure a smooth start, we encourage you to read this newsletter.  You will find vital information concerning our school program.

Arrival – Dismissal
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     Classes will be escorted from the gym at 8:45 a.m.  The academic day begins in the classroom at 8:50 a.m. with morning announcements.  Students must report to the office for a tardy slip if arriving after morning announcements.  Classroom dismissal is 3:05 p.m.  Walkers/carpoolers who need to meet a younger sibling need to predetermine a designated meeting place outside the school exit at 3:05 p.m. 




Wednesday Envelopes
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     We continue this year with the weekly envelope method of communication where you find the principal’s newsletter and any other pertinent classroom information.
     We also use the envelopes to send home corrected work.  Please take time to check your child’s progress as reflected in returned papers.  Be on the lookout for the large, brown envelope each Wednesday.  The school-wide expectation is that each student will return it the next day (Thursday) with a parent/guardian signature.  Please help your child return their envelope on time.

Notices, Notices, Notices!
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     The first week of school is always a busy time for all of us.  We are fully aware of the “big adjustment” that students and parents are undergoing.  Please do pay attention to the many notices you will be receiving in the next couple of weeks.  We would 
appreciate your prompt attention and response.  Specifically, the white Student Emergency  

Information forms need to be carefully checked for correct preprinted information and then filled out completely.

Book Orders
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     From time to time we will be sending home book order forms from elementary Book Clubs.  You may choose whether or not to purchase books for your child. The selections are all high-quality children’s literature at very affordable prices.  Please do not send cash, but make checks out to the individual book clubs.

Birthday Celebrations
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     Some students choose to bring in a birthday treat to share with their homeroom.  MCPS food guidelines require that any item sent from home must be store-bought and labeled with all ingredients.  Items containing peanuts/peanut oil may not be served.  Since some classmates do not celebrate birthdays and some have food allergies, treats will be distributed in the lunchroom where all students will have their lunches if they cannot share in the treat.  It is not necessary to call your child’s teacher when sending a birthday treat, but please follow the MCPS guidelines.  Also, please make sure that enough treats are sent for the entire homeroom class, including students from the Learning Center.
     If you are planning to celebrate your child’s birthday outside of school, please make sure that all invitations are mailed and not brought to school for distribution.

Organize for Learning
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     All fourth graders will receive a Brooke Grove Homework Assignment Organizer during the first week of school. Please send a check payable to Brooke Grove Elementary for $2.50 to cover the cost of this important resource.
     Teachers will help students use this book to develop effective organizational habits.   Parents can also help by checking the homework book daily and monitoring the completion of required assignments.  You may want to consider developing a reward system at home to encourage your child to bring the organizer home every day and complete all assignments on time.

Communication
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     In order to assure that our communication is the best possible, we request that parents e-mail us or send notes with your child.  These are the email addresses for the fourth grade team:

Joseph_J_Briscuso@mcpsmd.org
Michelle_D_Leite@mcpsmd.org                                                         
Maree_B_Nicoll@mcpsmd.org

Read to Succeed
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     Fabulous fables and fantastic fantasies will be the initial Reading / Language Arts focus of study. Look forward to learning some very valuable morals / lessons and exploring the realms of imagination as students learn the characteristics of these genres in reading and writing.

The Math Connection
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     Students will begin their math year discovering patterns in our place-value numeration system.  They will practice reading and writing numbers through millions in standard, word, and expanded forms.  Later this month students will be exploring numbers through data analysis.
     The 5th grade math class will be using number theory to determine prime and composite numbers, as well as least common multiples (LCM) and greatest common factors (GCF).  Divisibility rules will also be explored.
     You can also help by reviewing basic facts and reinforcing accurate computation in all the math operations.

Science Time!
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     Science is finding out about the world around us.  In each of our science units this year, we will focus on both content and process.  Students will observe and record information from experiments and activities.  Our program is an exciting invitation to each student to continue investigating well beyond the school day.  Get ready to toil with soil in our first unit, Ecosystems.
     Also:  if you have any empty, clear, 2-liter bottles of soda, please send them in with your child during the next two weeks.  These will aid in construction of our own ecosystems.
	
Social Studies -- Maryland
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     Our first social studies unit will focus on geographic characteristics of Maryland.  We will find out where the major population centers are in Maryland today and predict why people live in certain areas.  This introductory unit is similar to themes explored in the third grade social studies curriculum.

Chorus / Instr. Music
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     All 4th graders participate in chorus and also have the option to play a musical instrument.  Mrs. Ford will provide the students with details of the instrumental music program in the coming weeks.  We value the opportunity for students to develop their musical performance skills.  

We look forward to a challenging and rewarding school year.  Don’t forget Back to School Night on Thursday, September 8 at 7:00 p.m.
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