Brooke Grove Elementary
Grade 3 Newsletter
September 2011


Dear Parents and Guardians,

	Welcome to a new school year. The Third Grade Team looks forward to a rewarding year with your child. Communication is key to your child’s success.  Please feel free to email us at the school address. If the information is time sensitive then please send a note or call the office. 

	Your child will be using a homework planner that they will be filling out daily at school to go along with their nightly homework.  They will be expected to have this planner every day. If you already sent in money for the planner we appreciate it, if not the cost for this planner is $2.50. Please send in cash or a check made out to Brooke Grove Elementary.  
	
The third grade curriculum for September will include:

Reading:  Third graders will begin reading realistic fiction texts. They will focus on making connections, as well as story elements. They will also be reading non-fiction texts to identify the purpose of the text and find the main idea.  

Writing:  Students will set up a writer’s notebook where they will begin writing for personal expression.  Using the pronoun “I” in a personal narrative to tell about an experience in their lives will be one of our goals.  Another goal will be to become a more descriptive writer by using our senses to describe our personal experiences.  

Spelling: Third graders will have spelling explorations based on different sounds.  We will develop lists with their input and they will have two weeks to practice the words. Tests will usually be every other Friday.  Our first test is Friday, Sept. 16.

Cursive: Students will begin cursive lessons in school and will have some practice for homework.. 

Math: We have begun switching classes for Math.  

Ms. Katzen’s and Mrs. Szesze’s math students will focus on place value, data analysis, and long addition and subtraction (regrouping). Please have your child keep and practice their addition and subtraction flash cards at home. All cards we send home should be cut out and kept in a plastic bag and practiced until memorization is complete.

Mrs. Augello’s/Fook’s math students will focus on place value, data analysis, and geometry. 

Science:  The students will learn about plants and how seeds travel.  They will plant seeds, make/write detailed observations, draw and label scientific diagrams, record data, and analyze results.  

Social Studies:  The students will focus on working in their Map Champ Atlas to understand map elements and geography.  

NIGHTLY HOMEWORK: math, spelling, cursive practice and reading. 
Math-explain your thinking or practice worksheet/ practice math facts.
Spelling- an activity from your spelling word study homework sheet (beginning September 6)
Reading/Writing- 20 minutes a night with one weekly response to a reading prompt. (Begins Thursday, September 15)  
Cursive- practice the letters taught in school when sent home.
It is our hope that student’s won’t spend more than 20-30 minutes per night on their homework not including free reading.  Homework assignments will be written in your child’s assignment book. Please check this book daily.  

We look forward to a very exciting and productive school year working with you and your child!  We hope to see you at Back to School Night Thursday, September 8, starting in the gym at 7:00 p.m.

The Third Grade Team
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