
[image: image1.wmf]
September 2011
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Welcome back to school!  What a delightful and hardworking bunch of second graders we have this year.  Each month you will receive a Second Grade Newsletter to inform you of upcoming events, projects and units of study that will be going on in the second grade classroom.  We will also be giving you curricular information and articles to help you better understand your child’s education and how you can best support it.  Please let us know if there is any specific topic you would like us to address.


Throughout this year your child will learn to use writing for many purposes.  They will tell stories, express thoughts and ideas, inform others, and write to persuade.  They will also be taught to use various forms of writing: lists, poems, letters, notes, narratives,...  Several pieces will be taken through the entire writing process of first draft, conference, revision, edit and publish.  Many pieces will not go through the writing process but will be assessed as first drafts.  We will be sending home more information on the writing process throughout the year.  


Don’t forget to read with your child for 20 minutes each night.  Attached is a checklist of before, during, and after reading strategies.  This checklist was given to us by the county and we refer to it in class when reading.  


In math this month our instructional focus will be on place value in numbers.  They will show multi-digit numbers using models, read and write words that represent numbers through 999, express two- and three-digit numbers in expanded notation (23 is 20 plus 3 or 2 tens and 3 ones), identify missing numbers in a sequence to 999, identify 10 more and 10 less of a given  number, compare numbers using the symbols <, > and =, and determine whether numbers are odd or even.    In math we begin each new concept using hands-on materials that the children can manipulate, move into semi-concrete materials (ex: number lines) and finally the abstract.  


In social studies this month we will be beginning our Civic Responsibility  unit.  We will begin by setting up a classroom culture where students and teachers work together to write a Mission Statement based on who we are, why we are here, what we will have to do well together and how we will make that happen.  Your child will begin keeping a data notebook to keep track of his/her progress to reach the expectations laid out.  We will determine and agree upon Ground Rules to help us know how we can meet those expectations.   We will also be implementing our second grade Classroom Economics.  More information on this exciting program will be coming home soon.

In second grade we will be celebrating birthdays at lunchtime.  If you wish to send in a birthday “treat” to share with the class, be sure it is something he or she can easily hand out.  We are encouraging non-edible “treats” to avoid problems with food allergies and diet restrictions some children may have.  Please remember to send in enough items for everyone on the class list.

Your child’s first homework is an assignment to work with his\her “homework buddy” to make a comfortable, organized workspace for their homework.  The “homework buddy” is the person/s who will be assisting your child when they have homework questions and who will be checking their work when it is completed.  Attached is also an article on how to best help your child with homework.


We are looking forward to working with you and your child this year as well as seeing you at Back-to-School night on Thurs., Sept., 8.  Again, welcome back to school and to second grade.  Together we will make this a terrific year!






Have a great month!






The Second Grade Team
Mrs. Oxman   Ms. Hirsch
     

                                                  Mrs. Levy     Mrs. Titherington

