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September 2011

The First Day of School 

Dear Parents,


Welcome to First Grade! 


We have planned a fun start with many activities that will teach the children the routines they need to be successful in first grade. We want each and every child to love to come to school and to learn all that they can!

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL: [image: image2.wmf]

Please make sure that we know how your child is to get home. Which bus will he/she go on? Who will pick them up? During the year, please write us a note whenever your child’s arrangements for going home change. If you have an important message for us or information that we need to know that day, write it in a hand written note and make sure your child is aware that their teacher should get it in the morning. 


When the children arrive at school in the morning, they get off their bus or leave you to line up in the gym in the first grade line no earlier than 8:30 and no later than 8:45. The patrols will walk the children to their classroom.  After 8:50 your child will be marked tardy. You should say good-bye to your child at the front door and not enter the building with them.    

SCHOOL SUPPLIES:


If your child has school supplies to turn into us the first week of school, it would be very helpful if you put them all into a paper bag with your child’s name written clearly on the bag. This way we can check your child’s supplies off our list at a later time. We wish to give all our attention to the children when they arrive that morning. If you ordered school supplies from the PTA, they will be delivered to our classrooms and the teachers will be given a list with names that correspond to the supplies. Please make sure your child’s name is written on their backpack, three ringed binder and folder  clearly. 

All other supplies are to be shared and should not be labeled with your child’s name. 

LUNCH:


Lunch is often an area of stress for first graders. You can help us make this a fun time by preparing your child each day for first grade lunch. We will be eating from 12:00 to 12:30. Each child needs to know before they arrive at school whether they are buying a lunch from the cafeteria or if they brought their own lunch. We will ask who needs to order a lunch at 9 am and which choice they wish to make. Parents can pay ahead for items in the cafeteria by depositing a check into their child’s cafeteria account. 


In addition, it is helpful if your child knows ahead what is in their lunch box when they bring one. We know from experience, the lunch box is not a good place to try out ‘new’ foods. An unexpected lunch can create a very sad afternoon. 


Each child has a pin number that they need to memorize in order to buy items in the cafeteria.  Your child’s number will come home the first week of school as homework. They must memorize it this first week! If your child comes to school with money to buy their milk, lunch or snacks on their own, it must be kept in their backpack or lunchbox until lunchtime. It is a VERY good idea to keep it in an envelope or wallet with your child’s name marked on it. 

DISMISSAL:
Dismissal will be at 3:05. 
· Busers wait in the gym in their bus line. 

· Walkers will be dismissed through the door by the gym. 

· Carpool children will then be taken to the doors near the circular driveway. 
There will be a lot of people waiting at this door and parents are asked to please not to come into the school hallways at dismissal. It would be a good idea if you could rehearse dismissal with you child. Show them a designated meeting place where you (or brother or sister) will meet them. . .  by the outside bench? by the flagpole? etc. We tell our children if they cannot find the person they are meeting they should come into the office. 

COMMUNICATION:


Many, many papers will be coming home the first weeks of school. Already in this packet you will find some important information, some of which needs to be returned to us. Each Wednesday, a large brown envelope (the Wednesday Folder) will be sent home with valuable school information. You will need to check its contents carefully and return the empty envelope to us the next day. If there are papers you need to return to us your child should put the papers in the homework box. Papers should never be left in the envelope when it is returned to us.  



In first grade the children must empty their own backpacks. They need to learn to come into the class and put notes in the homework box and put their homework in the homework box on their own. Of course we will be assisting them the first weeks but it is an expectation that first graders will learn to do this independently. 


Finally, please contact us if you are sensing your child having any concerns about school. We need to know because we can often remedy the problem quickly when we are aware of it! 


We are confident that we will be off to a good start! Looking forward to seeing you soon. 

See you at Back to School Night on September 8th! 






Sincerely, 







The First Grade Team

