BRADLEY HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
240-204-5210

Great Teaching, Great Learning, Every Child, Every Day

February 1, 2017

Principal’s Corner
By Karen Caroscio
It is hard to believe the school year is already half over! At the same time, that means we still have half
a year of learning left. This is a good time to talk with your child and review their progress so far this
year while setting a specific goal with him for the remainder of the year. When students have a
measurable goal to aim for, it gives them a way to focus on a specific target.
While the winter has been relatively mild so far, please continue to send students with warm coats,
hats, and gloves when the temperature drops. Students will be outside for recess as often as possible.
If your child is missing any attire, please stop by the lost and found in the cafeteria. Many students
have forgotten articles of clothing at recess when they have gotten warm recently.
Congratulations to our Bradley Hills Spelling Bee winner, Sahana Agarwal! At the beginning of January,
grade level spelling bees were held that included the top three spellers from each classroom bee. The
top three winners from each grade level moved on to the school bee. Congratulations to all participants
– Sahana Agarwal, Landon Heuer, and Marin Strisik from third grade, Max Koprivica, Charlie Ingis,
and Noah Weinstein from fourth grade, and Navin Davoodi, Josey Long, and Jakob Ostheimer from
fifth grade. The nine grade level representatives amazed the crowd with their etymological knowledge.
Congratulations to ALL on a great effort. A special thank you to Ms. Linda Epstein for once again
spearheading the effort.
As you know, MCPS is considering moving a Preschool Education Program (PEP) from Ashburton
Elementary School to Bradley Hills ES. PEP services prekindergarten students who have special needs.
When students turn five years old, they matriculate to their home school for kindergarten. Staff from
facilities and PEP have visited Bradley Hills. While they were here, Mrs. Fink, our PTA President, and
I had the opportunity to share with them the concerns that have been raised. I would like to assure you
that a final decision about the PEP program has not been made. A decision is expected by the end of
February or early March. We will let you know as soon as we hear anything.
On behalf of all the staff at Bradley Hills, I would like to personally thank you, our parents, for the
funding to purchase guided reading books. Our students deserve the best that we can provide for them
and your support allows us to do just that. We couldn’t do it without you!
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WINTER WEATHER
With the possibility of inclement winter weather, be sure to stay aware of school closures, delayed
openings, and early dismissals that may occur. It is very important for each student to know in advance
how they will get home in these instances.
Be sure to sign up for Alert MCPS if you have not already done so to get the latest news impacting
the school system. The site also contains choices for weather and traffic alerts. Use this link to sign
up: https://member.everbridge.net/index/1332612387832009#/signup
You can also get information on school closures from:
 The MCPS website: http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org
 MCPS Newsfeed
 E-mail notification through MCPS QuickNotes
EXCUSED/UNEXCUSED ABSENCES AND MISSED WORK
Our teachers strive to provide instruction that is based on data they collect daily in the classroom. For
this reason, teachers have general plans a week or more in advance, but usually do not prepare specific
materials too far in advance because student needs change daily. If you take a trip during the school
year and your child is absent, this is an unexcused absence. Teachers cannot provide advance work
for you to take with you.
There are things you can do during an absence that can help your child stay focused on school work.
While your child is away, he or she can practice math facts, read for at least thirty minutes a day, and
write in a journal to capture their experiences. Students can also use math games that are linked on
the BHES website. We encourage families to take trips over breaks provided during the school year.
If a student’s absence is excused, the teacher will help the student make up missed work. Excused
absences include illness, a religious observance, or a death in the immediate family. You can view the
full list of circumstances that qualify as an excused absence on pages three and four of the MCPS
policy on student attendance: http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/pdf/jeara.pdf.
The Student’s Guide to Rights and Responsibilities also provides information about excused absences,
unexcused absences, and county policies on making up missed assignments:
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/students/rights/StudentRightsResponsibilit
ies-English.pdf.
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YEARBOOK SALES THROUGH APRIL 16TH
All yearbook sales will be ONLINE this year. Go to ybpay.lifetouch.com and enter job #11372117.
If you have more than one student purchasing a yearbook, please enter each order separately. This
will make it easier to distribute the yearbooks in June.
The final day for purchasing a yearbook is APRIL 16. There will not be any extra copies for purchase
after that date. If you have any questions, please email: brooke_anthony@msn.com.
SIXTH GRADE REGISTRATION AT PYLE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Counselors from Pyle met with our fifth graders at the end of January to provide an overview of life
in middle school and discuss their options. Fifth grade students should have brought a registration
information packet home, and teachers have sent home additional information on how to register.
Online registration for incoming sixth graders will be open from February 3rd through February 24th.
JUMP ROPE FOR HEART
Each year Bradley Hills students participate in a fundraiser called Jump Rope for Heart (JRFH). JRFH
events are held nationwide and help students learn about the benefits of regular physical activity and
heart health, while raising funds to support vital research and educational programs. The money we
raise will help people in our community learn how to avoid heart disease and stroke, while living
longer, healthier lives. The physical education (P.E.) program will also qualify for gift certificates,
which we use to order P.E. and recess equipment. Students will also receive thank-you gifts based on
the amount they collect. Collecting funds is optional.
This year, JRFH will be held on Tuesday, February 14th. Informational packets were sent home via
Bradley Net on January 30th. If you need a printed copy, please have your child request one from Mr.
Mlynarski. To participate in the fundraiser, students must register online at: www.heart.org/jump.
The fundraiser will be online only; no checks or cash will be accepted. Students will not need to turn
anything in. After all online funds have been collected, Mr. Ski will distribute the earned thank you
gifts later in the spring. Please contact Mr. Ski with any questions.
GEORGE B. THOMAS, SR. LEARNING ACADEMY, INC. SATURDAY SCHOOL
The end of the first semester provides an opportunity to seek additional supports if students are not
meeting academic targets. The George B. Thomas, Sr. Learning Academy, Inc. Saturday School
continues to work in partnership with schools to address the academic needs of students. This
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powerful resource is accepting enrollment at all 12 Saturday School centers. Parents can register online
at www.saturdayschool.org or in person at the Saturday School Centers. The fee for the entire year is
$70 ($40 for students who qualify for free and reduced meals).
STUDENT TRANSFER APPLICATION SEASON
Montgomery County parents/guardians who wish to request a Change of School Assignment (COSA)
for their children from their home school may begin the process during the upcoming transfer season
– February 1 through April 3, 2017.
Except for students in the Northeast Consortium (NEC), Downcounty Consortium (DCC), and
Middle School Magnet Consortium (MSMC) areas, students in MCPS are assigned to a school on the
basis of their place of residence or their Individualized Education Program (IEP) and are expected to
attend their home school. Assignment changes for students from one school to another are permitted
under the following limited circumstances:






Younger sibling wanting to attend the school of an older sibling in the regular/general
program, if the older sibling will be attending the requested school the following school year,
absent a boundary change.
A continuation in a feeder pattern from middle to high school, except when affected by
boundary change, application program acceptance, or Consortium Choice guidelines.
When a family moves within Montgomery County, preference to remain in the original school
will be considered to complete the current school year only.
A documented, unique hardship situation.

The transfer process begins in the home school where parents/guardians may request the Change of
School Assignment (COSA) Information Booklet that contains the COSA form, describes the process, and
provides useful information. Beginning the first week of February 2017, the COSA booklet will be
available in schools and online at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/transfers. The booklet will be available
in both English and Spanish. Exempt countywide programs that do not fall under the transfer
guidelines are listed in the information booklet.
There is a different process to access the Elementary Language Immersion Programs. Full information
and copies of the Elementary Immersion Interest Form are available at all elementary school and
online at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms.
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For more information about the transfer process, parents/guardians are encouraged to contact the
principal at their home school. Non-English speaking students and parents/guardians who may
require assistance may contact ASK MCPS to get the information they need by telephone at 301-306MCPS (6277). Telephone operators who speak English and Spanish are available from 7:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. Parents who speak languages other than English or Spanish who
call the ASK MCPS telephone line and identify their language will have their questions answered
through a telephone interpreter.
MCPS OPERATING BUDGET: LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD
Superintendent Jack Smith released his $2.52 billion operating budget recommendation for Fiscal Year
(FY) 2018 during a presentation to the Board of Education on December 13. The budget calls for a
2.5 percent increase in spending that will allow the district to manage significant enrollment growth
and build the foundation and structure that is needed to ensure that all MCPS students are
able to achieve at higher levels.
Be sure to share your ideas and views on the importance of funding the MCPS operating budget with
our elected Montgomery County officials—the Montgomery County Board of Education, the County
Executive, and the Montgomery County Council—through emails, letters, and testimonials.
The County Executive will announce his Recommended FY 2018 Operating Budget on March 15. In
April, the County Council will hold public hearings and approve the operating budget at the end of
May.
There are a variety of ways that you can learn more about the MCPS budget and become involved in
the budget process this year, including the Budget 101 website; and an overview of the budget and
other documents available on the MCPS budget webpage. Visit the budget webpage at
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/budget/ to read more about these resources and how
to make your voice heard.
PROVIDE COMMENT ON STUDENT TRANSFER POLICY
The Montgomery County Board of Education is seeking your comments on tentative changes to
Board Policy JEE, Student Transfers. This policy outlines when students may be granted a transfer to
attend a school other than their home or assigned school. Among the revisions to the policy is an
update to the lottery system for enrollment in language immersion programs. The revised lottery
would apply to students seeking to enroll in these programs for the 2018–2019 school year. This
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change would not impact families with students enrolled in the immersion programs during
the 2017–2018 school year. Policy JEE is available for public comment until Friday, February 3, 2017.
NOMINATIONS - DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO PUBLIC EDUCATION AWARDS
Do you know any individuals (including students), groups, and organizations that have made
outstanding contributions to public education in Montgomery County? If so, consider nominating
them for a Distinguished Service to Public Education Award! The Montgomery County Board of
Education established the awards, now in its 20th year, to recognize and show appreciation for
exemplary contributions to public education and to MCPS. Nomination forms are available online at
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/boe/community/awards/. Completed nomination forms are due
by March 3, 2017.
NEW FACEBOOK PAGE
Stay up to date on the latest MCPS news and events by liking the district’s new Facebook page! MCPS
also has a Spanish Facebook page for our Spanish-speaking parents.
WINTER 2017 PARENT ACADEMY
The MCPS Parent Academy is back with an exciting lineup of free workshops for parents/guardians!
Parent Academy workshops provide parents with useful tips and tools to support their children’s
success in and out of school. A wide array of topics will be covered during the winter session, including
college and career planning, recognizing child abuse and neglect, PARCC assessments, internet safety,
and much more. All of the workshops are free and are held at schools and locations throughout
Montgomery County. Childcare and interpretation services are provided. To see the schedule of
workshops and to register, visit www.mcpsparentacademy.org.
SUBMIT NOMINATIONS FOR MCCPTA SPECIAL EDUCATION AWARDS
Do you know a parent/guardian, educator, student, or program that has made outstanding
contributions to the success of MCPS students with special needs? The Montgomery County Council
of PTAs (MCCPTA) is seeking nominations for its annual awards to honor educators, programs,
parents/guardians, and students who foster acceptance and provide outstanding support to students
with special needs in MCPS. MCCPTA will present the awards at a special recognition ceremony on
May 8, 2017, at Rockville High School. Nomination forms are available online at:
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/departments/special-education/2016-2017SpecialEducation-NominationForm.pdf. Nominations must be received by March 20, 2017.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Date
February 2, 2017
February 2, 2017
February 3, 2017
February 6-7, 2017
February 8, 2017
February 9, 2017
February 14, 2017
February 14, 2017
February 17, 2017
February 20, 2017
March 2, 2017
March 3, 2017
March 3, 2017
March 10, 2017
March 16, 2017
March 16, 2017
March 17, 2017
March 25, 2017

School Events
Group Picture Day – Kindergarten-Grade 3
Instrumental Music Concert at Pyle – 7:30 p.m.
Bingo Night at Pyle – 6:00 p.m.
Hearing and Vision Screening
Report Card Distribution
Group Picture Day – Grades 4-5
Jump Rope for Heart – 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Valentine’s Day Class Parties – 2:15 p.m.
Birthday Bash – 2:30 p.m.
No School – Presidents’ Day
Read Across America
Fun Run
- K and 1 – 9:15 a.m.
- 2 and 3 – 9:45 a.m.
- 4 and 5 – 10:15 a.m.
Early Dismissal – 12:55 p.m.
Interim Reports Sent Home
Hearing & Vision Screening
Heritage Night – 7:00 p.m.
Birthday Bash – 2:30 p.m.
Skate Night
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