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By Sandra S. Reece

	On Monday, we were host to 10 visiting administrators from the Netherlands.  This is the second year we have welcomed visitors from the Netherlands.  It is always interesting to compare our instructional programs and learn about different approaches to the same problems.  Thanks to Ilse Marks, parent of Linde (1st) and Savanne (4th), for facilitating this exchange.
I was grateful to the many parents that turned out to support the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) at the Board of Ed.  You were awesome!!  You made a significant impression on board members.  I know, because I was watching from the front row.  The generosity you show, your generosity of time, effort and resources, seems to be limitless, and our students and staff benefit from it daily.  I am continually grateful for your efforts in making Bradley Hills Elementary School such a special place for learning.

Next week, I am hoping to see many of you at Heritage Night (Nov. 18).  It is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the rich backgrounds and beautiful mosaic of our neighborhood.  The anticipation has been building each day as selected students are sharing small bits of their culture during the morning announcements.
I want to take this opportunity to wish all Bradley Hills families a safe and enjoyable Thanksgiving weekend.  Take time to relax, recharge, and reflect on the best parts of the holiday season.

Due to the upcoming Thanksgiving Holidays, the next newsletter will posted on the website on Friday, December 4th.  


We are Live!

After months of work, the new and improved Bradley Hills website is live!  Check out our new banner and improved navigation.  Ms. Goodrich and Ms. Kim have been working hard to create a website that accurately reflects the wonderful things happening at Bradley Hills.
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/bradleyhillses/
Look for an email about the electronic newsletter beginning December 4th.
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By Cathy Scherr

	THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! On Wednesday night, Bradley Hills made a great showing at the Board of Education hearing. We showed up. We were seen. We were heard. The weather was awful, so I want to recognize and thank (hopefully) everyone who came: WALTER SMITH, BARBARA MANNING, ALICIA LOVEJOY, SCOTT JOFTUS, DAVID GOLDSTEIN, NILS WAYMAN, AMY ELLIOT, ROYA SARI, ROMINA ZAMANI, AMY SHIMAN, AUDREY KING, KATE ATKINSON, SUSAN BROWN FAGHANI, LISA DAVISON, CLAUDIA ADES, BETH TELLO, MEESHA GRAHAM, CASSIE CAREY, DIANA CHOPPIN, MATTHEW KEISER, RACHEL COX, RACHEL & MICHAEL SVEC, JAN LEVINE, LISA BARSOOMIAN, KIRSTEN CHADWICK, MEG O’LEARY, RUTH CATAN, GORDON LI, PAUL LIU, BERNE SOLNIK, AJIT THYAGARAJAN, LISA MANDELL, MEGAN LEONE-PERKINS, SUSANNE WALKER, ADAM KOBOR, DANA KUEHN, GARY DONNER, JILL CHENOK, DAWN WEILMINSTER, SHAILA OHRI, LINDA EPSTEIN, MEREDITH SWITKES, JAY RYAN, CAROLINA BATE, JODI ARLEN, MAURA DeMOUY, JENNIFER & STEVEN HIRSCH, BOWEN FONG, CLIFF WAKEFIELD, STEPHEN MILLER, GEORGE PETRIDES, ADRIENNE JONS, STEPHANIE PROESTEL, ANDREW SCHWARTZ, AMAR BHAT, JEAN SCHLESINGER, SANDRA REECE, and at least TWO OTHER BHES PARENTS (unfortunately, I cannot decipher their signatures). I would also like to thank the spouses and/or older siblings who stayed home and watched our children so that we could attend the hearing.
Special shout outs go to the following people: Scott Joftus did a great job testifying on the behalf of BHES. Anthony Clayman created a wonderful banner that summed up the overcrowding at BHES. Kate Atkinson came up with the theme for the banner: “A Whale of a School…A Sardine of A Building.” Amy Shiman literally set up shop in the hallway (she brought her own card table) and handed out royal blue t-shirts for everyone to wear and BHES signs to hold. Amy Shiman and Rachel Svec made the BHES signs. Jean Schlesinger, one of our Whitman cluster representatives, made sure we were in the right place at the right time and helped prepare the testimony for the hearing. Our principal, Sandra Reece, sat front and center for the hearing from beginning to end, so the Board could not miss her.
Heritage Night is this Wednesday, November 18, 2009. This is always a fun night so please plan to attend. BHES families from countries all over the world share information about their culture and heritage. In addition, please bring gently used books for our Uganda project. This is a great and easy way to have a positive impact on our global community.

Bradley Hills’ Book Fair is Thursday, December 10 through Saturday, December 12, 2009. Family Fun Night will be from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 10, 2009. BHES teachers will be reading and performing throughout the evening. Also, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 12, 2009, there will be a special event to support the Children’s Inn at NIH. If you would like to help with the book fair or need more information, please contact Ellen Finn at ellenfinn@gmail.com or Yvonne Murray at yvonnemurray@comcast.net.

Finally, please mark your calendar for Rockin’ Bingo Night on Friday, January 8, 2010, at Pyle Middle School. We’ll have dinner from Baja Fresh, lots of treats, bingo prizes, door prizes and fun for the whole family. The event starts at 6:30 p.m., when food is served. Bingo starts at 7:00 p.m. If you would like to volunteer to help, please contact Caren Ravitch at carenravitch@hotmail.com or 301-986-0424 or Lisa Mandell at lmandell2@yahoo.com or 301-581-0538.

Enjoy the weekend!


Welcome, Sean Bulson!
“I am excited to be returning to the Bethesda–Chevy Chase, Walter Johnson, Wheaton, and Walt Whitman quadcluster.  I had the privilege of working for Dr. Stetson as a school-based leader in the quadcluster prior to moving to the Office of School Performance.  Thus, I am aware of the tremendous accomplishments that have been made under his leadership.  In the coming months, my goal is to acquaint myself with each of the schools and their communities so I can begin to understand what makes each one unique.  I am fortunate to be working with our talented Director of School Performance, Dr. Denise Greene, who I have known since we were principals together in the quadcluster.  The vision of the Office of School Performance is to provide leadership for equity and excellence.  As a team, Dr. Greene and I will provide the support necessary to allow our schools to continue serving all students through the lenses of equity and excellence.

I look forward to working with all of you soon.”

Prospective Parent Coffee 

Do you know families in the area with school-aged children that do not attend Bradley Hills?  We will be hosting our first coffee for prospective parents on Friday, November 20th between 9:30 and 10:30.  Please extend an invitation to visit our special school. 
Goodbye and Good Luck, Fiona
Today is the last day for our cafeteria assistant, Fiona Shen.  She is moving to a middle school position.  We will miss her smiling face and helpful attitude.  We wish her well.

 




Looking Ahead





Nov. 18	2nd Grade Field Trip to


	Strathmore





	6:30 pm – Heritage Night





Nov. 20	2:00 pm - Birthday Bash 


	(APR)





Nov. 25	12:35 pm – Early Release





Nov. 26-27	Holidays – Thanksgiving





Dec. 1	7:00 pm – PTA Meeting


	(Media Center)





Dec. 10	5:00 – 8:00 pm - Book Fair Family Night (Barnes &


	Noble)


	


Dec. 11	Book Fair (Barnes & Noble)





Dec. 12	Book Fair- Children’s Inn Special Event (Barnes & Noble)
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