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Principally Speakingé

Dear Bethesda Families and Friends,

Bethesda Elementary has been buzzing with activity! We had a great time
officially opening our new playground with the ribbon cutting ceremony on
Wednesday, September 30th. Thanks to the all the parents who contributed
and worked hard to make this special addition to our school possible. ALL of
the students are loving the new opportunities the equipment provides to our
already fantastic inclusive school!

The much anticipated, International Walk to School Day is quickly
approaching! Itis hard to believe that October is here and the event is just
around the corner. Get ready!!! On the morning of October 7th, we will meet

at Caroline Freeland Park at 8:00 a.m. The walk will begin at 8:15 a.m. Please
make sure to look at the map to see the walking route and make a plan with
your family. Volunteers will be stationed at key points throughout the
neighborhood to assist walkers on their way to the park and along the walk to
school. All bus riders will be dropped off at the corner of Exeter Road and
Hampden Lane, where they will join the walk. Buses 1810, 1820, and 1803 will
drop off students in the front of the building. Students will participate in

the walk, following the dashed line route on the map. Please make sure to
look at the map and make a plan for your walk to school and parking. Note:
there will be NO parking at Bethesda Elementary School on the morning of
October 7th. Remember to wear GREEN!

Bet hesdad6s Open House is also quickly
seeing you on Monday October 12th. All are welcome between the hours of

9:30 611:30 a.m. and 1:300 2:30 p.m. Make sure to stop by the Used Book

Sale! Tables will be set up in the front hall.

Lisa Seymour
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INTERNATIONAL WALK TO SCHOOL DAY! I

Parent Parking Information for International Walk to School Day October 7 " 2009
Where You Can Park:

I Montgomery County Public Parking Garages - See Map Below

Lot at Old Georgetown Road with entrances on St. EImo and Cordell & 2 hour metered parking

Lot on EIm Street with an additional entrance on Bethesda Avenue & 2 hour metered parking

Lot on Old Georgetown with an additional entrance on Woodmont

& Daily ticket parking (good option if you need to park longer
than 2 hours)

I  Metered Street Parking

Where you Cannot Park:

9  Bethesda Elementary School Parking Lot

Drop off for Wonders will be allowed

Drop off for magnet school buses will be allowed

1  Bethesda Library Parking Lot

I Edgemoor Neighborhood (unless you have a parking permit for the neighborhood)

Information can also be found on the school website for the map of the walking route and parking options:

www.montgomeryschoolsmad.org/schools/bethesdaes
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Bethesda ES Walk
to School Day
Route Map

as of 089M5/00

n the moming of October 7
we will meet at Caroline
Freeland Park at 8:00 a.m. The
wialk will begin at B:15 a.m.
along the route designated on
the map. The park will be
staffed until 8:40 a.m. so please
be sure to hawe your child
dropped off at the park before
that time.

Voluntesrs will be stationed at
key points ] throwghouwt the
neighborhood o assist walkers
on their way to meet up at
Caroline Freeland Park. These
points are marked with the
symbaol [ located on the map.

n that moming bus riders will
be dropped off at the comer of
Exeter Rioad and Hampden
Lane where they will join in the
walk along the designated
route. Buses 1810, 1820, and
1803 will be dropped off in the
front of the building and will
participate in the walk along the
route designated by the dashed
lime.

Parking is available at the
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Jumpstartdos Read for the Re

Annual worl dwi de campaign to celebrate the joy of r

oWill you read me a story?” This simple question is an invitation to share the joy of reading with a child
in your life. At Jumpstart, they know that reading aloud with preschool children lays the groundwork

for strong literacy skills and future success in school and in life.

In 2006, Jumpstart created Read for the Record, an international campaign to bring preschool chil-
dren together with valued grownups in their lives to read the same book, on the same day, in communi-
ties all over the world. In 2008, They broke their own world record as nearly 700,000 readers shared
the cl assi c cOoidrogh Oe oné tastoric @dy,eone amazing book was read aloud in class-
rooms, libraries and homes from Japan, Germany and Brazil to cities and rural communities across
America. Hushed with wonder and tickled with giggles, children around the world simultaneously ex-
perienced the joy of reading.

This year, our Kindergarten and Grade 1 students will participate in the read for the record event.
Volunteers from the Hyatt Regency are partnering with our school to host this special event. The vol-
unteers wil |l be in the cl| assr oo e Vaydlangry Catprpifar i and C a
helping children complete an art project to compliment the book. Students will receive T -shirts.

Center Program for the Highly Gifted

Attention Parents of Grade 3 Students
Center Program for the Highly Gifted

Application Information

Applications for the Elementary Centers for the Highly Gifted (HGC) were recently mailed directly to

all parents of Grade 3 students in Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS). This is a reminder that
if you are interested in having your child considered for the HGC, you must complete the
application and return it by November 9, 2009, to:

HGC Application
Division of Consortia Choice and Application Program Services
11721 Kemp Mill Road
Silver Spring, Maryland 20902
If for some reason you did not receive an application in the mail, and are interested
in the program, contact the school or access it from the website www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
curriculum/specialprograms/

The packet also is available in Chinese, French, Korean, Spanish, and Viethamese. If you need a trans-

lated application, please contact the school.
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http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/

WI NTER WRI TERGOS WORKSHOP

Poems, Scenes and Stories

Right after winter break, a brand new, fun and literary after-school program is coming to BE. At the
Wi nter Wr it er-Gihsgraifécs wik descobp animals and people, make up dialogues, and
give instructions for everyday life-skills and extraordinary or magical feats. A great chance for stu-
dents to practice and strengthen their writing skills!

The Winter Writerdéds Workshop wil/ meet on ™amck|s da
be conducted by Susan Land. The Winter Writer|ds
Ms . Land works with children and adults through

Passion for Learning in Silver Spring, and she has received three grants
from the MD State Council on the Arts for her fiction.

The cost for twelve sessions is $120.
Flyers will be sent to parents of students in grades three-five in November.

VISITING AUTHORS

What happens when a beloved dog chases a f almil

L oon Cisavsaen, fonny, exciting story - an open-hearted story that will hold the interest of children and
charm adults, o revi ewer Rebecca Rul-ikustratoriedame deandéilprin Diehl pijct ur
and Kathryn Freeman, published by Sylvan Dell.

Diehl and Freeman will visit Bethesda Elementary in the fall to share their book with students in grades K -4. The
outcome of their tale beautifully illustrates the universal instincts of parents to protect their young. And the

story tells of a childds moment of wonder in nature, when
about Freeman recently in the Gazette when she restored murals for B -CC high school and oversaw the creation
of new murals by student artists for the school entryway. Her narrative paintings and large commissioned installa-
tions are collected nati onal | ywinaimgdictionhas appearad in nomesolsljoyrnalsDi [e h | &
Earlier this year, she judged the 2009 Bethesda Magazine high school fiction contest.

Diehl and Freeman will talk with Bethesda Elementary students about how they turned words and pictures into a
book. Ms . Di ehl will be partnering with Ms. Froom durijing
our fifth grade students.

For more information about Loon Chase check out: http://www.sylvandellpublishing.com/Loon.php
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