
Dear Bethesda Families and Friends, 

 

Wow!  What a great turn out for International Walk to School Day!  We had a wonderful   

morning packed with sunshine, family and friends from the Bethesda community.   Thank you to 

all of you who volunteered your time before, during and after the walk.   

 

In the Fall of 2008, Ms. Doran and I started working with the Safe Routes to School           

Coordinator, Larry McGoogin. He facilitated meetings between offices at the state and county 

levels and provided us with contact information.  These contacts helped us move forward with 

our projects to make the area around the school safer for our children.  As a result, you will 

notice the new sidewalk on Wilson Lane, the new parking lot painting, the flashing light on     

Arlington, newly painted crosswalks, a “No turn on red” for Wilson Lane (coming soon), and   

recycling bins for the playground from Bethesda Up (coming soon).   Over the summer, we were 

asked to host the International Walk to School Day event.  Ms. Doran, Ms. Lillis and I          

immediately began planning this event with Larry McGoogin, Bill Bronrott-Maryland House of 

Delegates, Marcia Vogel-Montgomery County Public Schools Public Information Office,  Cecil 

Calliste–  Wonders Child Care, Joe Beddick-Mid-Atlantic Foundation for Safety and Education, 

Patricia Brown– Bethesda Elementary School PTA  President, Jeff Burton– Bethesda Up,       

Rochelle Gooding– Suburban Hospital, William Stapleton– Montgomery County Public Schools 

Department of Transportation, Jim Whalen– Montgomery County Police, Angel Thomas–Boynes– 

Fedex Express, Tom Pogue– Montgomery County Department of Transportation and               

representatives from Montgomery County Fire and Rescue.  The team worked hard to          

coordinate the event, and throughout the process Bethesda Elementary has made new friends 

within the community and state.   

 

Another big thank you for all the families who joined us on ESOL night.  It was great to see all 

the students and their families and share some delicious dishes from around the world.  We are 

grateful to our parent volunteer, Petra Van den Boomgaard, for helping organize the food and 

arranging child care so parents could attend the event.  Thank you to Ms. Birgfeld and Mr. Mina 

for organizing a wonderful evening! 

 

Columbus Day was busy at B.E.!  It was great to see so many visitors in our classrooms.  The 

students really enjoyed sharing their school experiences with you on Monday.   The Used Book 

Sale was also a success.  We had quite a selection of books.  Thank you to the organizers and 

the shoppers!   

 

Lisa Seymour       
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 Health Room Updates: 

Check the BE website for clinics offering injectable  seasonal flu vaccine (Flu Shots). 

FluMist will not  be offered at these clinics. 

  

Other resources for flu information: 

Montgomery County Flu hotline (240-777-4200) is open Mon-Fri from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

  

Web links: 

www.marylandfluwatch.org 

www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu 

www.montgomerycountymd/gov/h1n1 

  

Everyone can help prevent the spread of influenza: cover your cough, wash hands frequently, stay 
home if you are sick and stay informed! 

Note from the Nurse... 

Center Program for the Highly Gifted 
 

Attention Parents of Grade 3 Students: 

Center Program for the Highly Gifted 

Application Information 

 

Applications for the Elementary Centers for the Highly Gifted (HGC) were recently mailed directly to 

all parents of Grade 3 students in Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS).  This is a reminder that 

if you are interested in having your child considered for the HGC, you must complete the        

application and return it by November 9, 2009, to:  

HGC Application 

Division of Consortia Choice and Application Program Services 

11721 Kemp Mill Road 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20902 

If for some reason you did not receive an application in the mail, and are interested  

in the program, contact the school or access it from the website www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/

curriculum/specialprograms/.   

The packet also is available in Chinese, French, Korean, Spanish, and Vietnamese.  If you need a trans-

lated application, please contact the school. 

http://www.marylandfluwatch.org
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu
http://www.montgomerycountymd/gov/h1n1
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/
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Activity Bus 

 

Starting….October 13, 2009 

 

EVERY TU, WED, TH! 

Month 1st Week 2nd Week 3rd Week 4th Week 5th Week 

October     13, 14, 15 20, 21, 22 27, 28, 29 

November 4, 5   17, 18, 19     

December 1, 2, 3 8, 9, 10 15, 16, 17     

January   5, 6, 7 12, 13, 14 19, 20, 21 26, 27, 28 

February 2, 3, 4 9, 10, 11  16, 17, 18 23, 24, 25   

March 2, 3, 4 9, 10, 11 16, 17, 18 23, 24, 25   

April     13, 14, 15 20, 21, 22 27, 28, 29 

May 4, 5, 6 11, 12, 13       

BE ACTIVITY BUS 

              Halloween! 

Halloween is just around the corner!  Our school-wide  
parade and classroom parties will be held in the afternoon 
on Friday October 30th.   

If you would like to request that your child not participate 
in the Halloween activities, please contact our school 
counselor, Ms. Nicholson. 

 

The schedule will be as follows:  

1:45ð Parade (and non-participatory activity will begin) 

2:00ðParade Ends 

2:05ðClassroom Parties Begin  

(5th grade will be celebrating in the All Purpose Room) 

2:45ðParties End   

 

 

Please check classroom newsletters for specific grade 
level and parent volunteer information on the              
celebrations.   

 Study Island 

Come learn about a new math programé 

 

 

 

 

Study Island is an easy to use web based math pro-
gram developed using Maryland State standards.  It 
allows students to move at their own pace and       

enables students to choose their style of learning. Students 

can work using a standard test format or several interactive 

games.  

 

Come learn more about the program and how you can use 

it at home! 

 

Date:  Monday October 26, 2009 

 

Time:  6:00 P.M.ð7:00 P.M. 

 

Where:  Bethesda Elementary Computer Lab 

 

Please RSVP to... Penny_F_German@mcpsmd.org 

  



Counselorºs Corner 

Middle School Magnet Program Information:  The application materials for the middle school magnet 
programs at Takoma Park Middle School and Eastern Middle School are now available online at www.montgomeryschoolmd.org/
curriculum/specialprograms. All fifth graders are eligible to apply.  These are exciting opportunities for interesting 
and challenging experiences in middle school.  The program at Takoma Park Middle School focuses on math, science, and com-
puter science.  The program at Eastern Middle School focuses on humanities and communication arts.    Some important dates to 
remember: 

Monday, October 19, 2009, 7:00 p.m.  Eastern Magnet meeting at Eastern MS  

Wednesday, October 21, 2009, 7:00 p.m.  Takoma Park Magnet meeting at Takoma Park MS  

Thursday, October 29, 2009, 7:00 p.m.  Application Workshop at Gaithersburg HS 

Monday, November 2, 2009, 7:00 p.m.  Application Workshop at Wheaton HS 

 Monday, November 9, 2009   Application deadline, postmarked or delivered 

    
Please also visit www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms for information about the Middle School Magnet 
Consortium programs at Argyle Middle School, Loiederman Middle School, and Parkland Middle School.  The Choice Form is 
due November 9, 2009.  Information meetings and Open Houses are as follows: 

Thursday, October 15, 2009       7:00 p.m.  A. Mario Loiederman Magnet Middle School for the Creative and  Per-
forming Arts Open House   

Wednesday, October 28, 2009  7:00 p.m. Argyle Magnet Middle School for Digital Design and   
      Development Open House  

Thursday, November 5, 2009 7:00 p.m. Parkland Magnet Middle School for Aerospace Technology  
      Open House 
 

Jessica Nicholson 

Red Ribbon Week:  We will be celebrating Red Ribbon week from October 26 th 
to October 30th .  Red Ribbon Week will be celebrated at schools across the 
nation to demonstrate a commitment to a healthy and drug- free life. Letàs work 
together to encourage students to be safe, healthy and responsible.  At Be-
thesda, students and staff will be participating in theme days, activities and an-
nouncements in order to learn ways to stay healthy. During my classroom guidance 
lessons students have been learning how to stay healthy and how to make good 

choices. I encourage you to take some time during Red Ribbon Week to talk to your children 
about taking care of their bodies and the need to make good choices. 
 

Each day during Red Ribbon Week students will be provided an opportunity to dress up in 
support of being healthy and drug- free.  See the following page for themes and please          
encourage your child to dress up! 



Red Ribbon Week:  
Show your school spirit and commitment to making healthy choices 
by participating in each dayºs events! 
 

RED!  Monday 10/26:  ·Iºm Proud to be Drug Free¸ Everyone 
dress head to toe in red.  
 

 

 
Tuesday 10/27 : ·Team up against Drugs¸   Everyone wear 
your favorite sports team apparel.  

 
 

 

Wednesday 10/28:  ·Put a Cap on Drugs¸ 
Everyone wear your favorite hat.  

 
 

Thursday 10/29:   ·Sock it to Drugs¸  
Everyone wear mismatched or funny socks.  
 

 
 
Friday 10/30 : ·Say Boo to Drugs¸    

Everyone bring a Halloween Costume to wear for the parade.  



Group Counseling:  My first session of lunch groups is beginning this week and next.  If you signed your 
child up for a lunch group and they are currently not attending, please know that they will have an opportunity 
during my second session of groups starting in December.  

Counselorºs Corner 

Used Clothing Fundraiser 
M- A- C Recyclingàs Used Clothing Collection Fundraiser 

 

We will be holding a used clothing collection fundraiser beginning October 19th and ending on November 20th.  Our school will receive 10 
cents for every pound we collect and M- A- C (Mid Atlantic Clothing) will contribute a percentage of its proceeds to D.A.R.E/Safe and Drug 
Free Schools.  Donàt throw anything away, the more we collect; the more funds our school receives!  Please put clothing items in well tied plastic 
bags and drop them into the box that is sitting outside of the cafeteria.   

 

We are collecting: 

¶ Wearable & usable clothing 
¶ Shoes, belts, & handbags (We have a great need for athletic shoes.  Please bring in your used sneakers and bag them separately) 
¶ Linens 
¶ Stuffed animals 

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!!! 

Hi BE friends-- 
 
Sanyogeeta Sawant and I have been asked by Mrs. Seymour and Ms. Lillis to help secure parent volunteers for a pilot recess pro-
gram at BE and we need your help.  
 
The goal of the program is to encourage and facilitate inclusive play for all children at recess and to promote problem solving, team-
work skills and increased social interaction. These games are voluntary and will be in addition to the other recess options available to 
students.  The thought is that two days a week, with the support of parent volunteers, the school would offer one or two structured 
activities (for example, parachute, capture the scarf, red lightégreen light, Mr. Fox, and spots).   
 
Each month would feature a game chosen to promote inclusion and fun. One month the game might be a parachute game, another a 
freeze tag game. The same game(s) (one or two) would be promoted all month and would be reinforced by Mr. Boyd in the different 
grade-level PE classes. Our goal is to help all of the children learn a few games and encourage more play--for typical and non-typical 
kids.   
 
Sanyogeeta and I are looking for parent volunteers to help at recess during the first session of the pilot program which will be offered 
during Wednesday and Friday recesses. The October dates are October 21, 23, and 28. 
As a volunteer, you will be responsible for attending a brief training session conducted by the school staff and to commit to at least 
one recess period a week for the first month.  
K-1:  12:00-12:30 
2-3:   12:30-1:00 
4-5:   1:00-1:30  

The first parent training session will be held on Monday, October 19, at 11:40 am at BE.  
 
Please let us know if you are interesting in volunteering. 
 
Megan FitzGerald and Sanyogeeta Sawant 
(finleyfitz@comcast.net and sanyogeeta_sawant@yahoo.com) 

mailto:finleyfitz@comcast.net


Lionðs Den 

Bethesda Elementary School 

7600 Arlington Road 
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Fax: 301-657-4973 

Reminders: 

 

 

¶ If the school bus is more than 15 minutes late for the 

afternoon drop off, please call the school for a status 

update.  Once you receive the update, please share 

this information with other families at the bus stop.  

Thank you for your help!!! 

 

 

 

¶  

Reminders: 

 

 

NO SCHOOL FRIDAY OCTOBER 16th! 

 

 

Parents in Grades 3-5-  Remember to send in a permission slip 

the DAY BEFORE your child is to attend OFFICE HOURS.  Per-

mission slips can be found on the BE WEBSITE.  You can also 

send an email to the homeroom teacher giving permission to at-

tend and make sure to indicate the current math concept your 

child is working on and how they will be getting home. 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember... 

  

16   NO SCHOOL - Students/Teachers  (MSTA Convention)  

20   PTA - 5th Grade Restaurant Night 

24   PTA - Kids Night 

26 6:00– 7:00 STUDY ISLAND Parent Information Night 

30   End of First Marking Period 

30 
1:45 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 

Halloween Parade 
Halloween Parties 

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 

2   NO SCHOOL - Students - Professional Day for Teachers  

3   PTA - 4th Grade Restaurant Night 

7   PTA - Skate Night at Cabin John 
10 9:00 to 11:00 Student/Staff Make up Portraits in the APR 

11 12:35 p.m. Early Release Day ðParent Conferences. Students dismissed after lunch  

11   Report cards sent home 

12 12:35 p.m. Early Release Day - Parent Conferences.  Students dismissed after lunch.  

14   PTA - 1st Grade Pot Luck Social 

25 12:35 p.m Early Release Day ï Students dismissed after lunch  

26-27   NO SCHOOLðThanksgiving Holiday 


