Principally Speaking...

Dear Bethesda Families and Friends,

As the leaves begin to fall and the temperature starts to drop, it is time to prepare for
Please be aware of the Emergency Information link on the Bethesda

winter in Bethesdal
Website.

This link will take you to the MCPS page for emergency information including HIN1, Information Sources,
Weather Decisions, Emergency Procedures, Emergency Preparedness and Missed School Days. At this
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Information Special points of interest:

© Career Day!
© Young Authors Contest

© Parent Academy

time of year, please remember to take a look at the Weather Decisions and Emergency Procedures

information.

© Office Hours!

Delayed Opening

If schools are closed or delayed, the
announcement is made no later than 6:00
a.m. (or the night before if possible).
Schools may open two hours late, and all
operations, including bus transportation, are
delayed by two hours from the regular
schedule. Full-day kindergarten will follow
the regular education school schedule. Field
trips and other activities and programs that
begin at 10:30 or earlier are canceled.

School Closures

When schools are closed,
all school and community
activities are canceled,
including athletic
practices and events.
Private day care provid-
ers in schools may elect
to stay open if the
administrative offices are
open. In extreme condi-
tions, the administrative
offices may be closed.

Early Dismissal

If schools are closing early, the announcements
are made by 11:00 a.m. Schools may be closed
2.5 hours early, and all operations affecting
dismissal of students, including bus transporta-
tion, will be activated 2.5 hours earlier than the
regular school closing time. Full-day kindergar-
ten will follow the regular education school
schedule. Students in morning Head Start and
morning prekindergarten will be dismissed at
10:30 a.m. School and community activities for
the afternoon and evening are canceled.

The Lion's Den is going paperless! As part of our Green School Initiative we are trying to cut back on the amount of paper we use at
school. You can help too! If you already signed up with the PTA to go paperless at the beginning of the school year, you should be
receiving an email message notifying you when the Lion's Den is available online and the link to the Bethesda Website. If you are
interested in going paperless and have not yet signed up, please complete the information below and turn it in to the front office.

Lisa Seymour

SIGN ME UP!

Name

Email Address:

LION’S DEN ONLINE!

Student Name(s)

Please return to the front office


http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/emergency/

SoMIRAC Young Authors Contest

The State of Maryland International Reading Association Council (SOMIRAC) has an-
nounced the opening of the 2009-2010 Elementary and Middle School Young Authors Con-
test. The contest includes students in Grades Two through Eight.  These students are
eligible to enter a previously unsubmitted short story and/or poem by December 7, 2009 .
Each entry may have only one author and one entry per author may be submitted for

each category.

Each local International Reading Association Council in the State of Maryland will select one short story/essay and one
poem per grade level to submit to the state contest. The Young Authors State Committee will then select a first and
second place winner per category at each grade level. A Young Author's Reception honoring all first place winners and
honorable mentions, their parents, families, and teachers will be held during the SOMIRAC Conference on April 14,

2010 at the Hunt Valley Marriott, in Hunt Valley, Maryland.

Guidelines and applications are being sent home in Friday Folders November 6™,
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Information and Sign Up....Coming Soon!
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Susan Land, a writer, teacher, and former BE parent, will host an after school writing program. This winter a 6-week after-school writing

Attention: Parents of Students in Grades 3-5

workshop will give 3rd-5th graders the opportunity to have fun creating poems, scenes and stories. Ms. Land has all kinds of experience
teaching writing, and she loves to help people discover the joy of making words work in engaging, surprising and powerful ways. Throughout
the program, selected pieces will be edited by the authors and published on the BE Website for all to enjoy.

Ms. Land has taught for the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth, Passion for Learning, the Writer's Center in Bethesda, and for many
schools. Susan has an MA from the Johns Hopkins Writing Seminars and was a Stegner Fellow at Stanford. Her fiction has won three Mary-
land Council for the Arts awards, and her work has recently appeared in The Potomac Review, The Florida Review, Bethesda Magazine, En-
hanced Gravity: Fiction by Washington Area Women and Like Whatever: The Insider’s Guide to Raising Teens.

The BE Writer's Workshop will run for 12 sessions, on Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 3:15 to 4:15, from January 5 through February 11, 2010.
The activity bus is available for all of the scheduled dates. The cost for the program is $120.00/child. We need a minimum of 10 students to
offer the program, and enrollment is limited to a total of 20. The first 20 applications received will be enrolled in the program.

Watch for the applications to be sent home later this month!
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BE ACTIVITY BUS

Month 1" Week 2" Week 3rd Week | 4™ Week 5" Week
October 13,14,15 20, 21, 22 27,28, 29
November 4,5 17,18, 19
December 1,2,3 8,9,10 15,16, 17
January 5,6,7 12,13,14 19, 20, 21 26, 27,28
February 2,3,4 9,10, 11 16, 17,18 23,24,25 Activity Bus
March 2,3,4 9,10, 11 16,17,18 | 23,24, 25 Starting...October 13, 2009
April 13,14, 15 20, 21, 22 27,28, 29 EVERY TU, WED, TH!
May 4.5 6 11,12, 13

Used Clothing Drive...Still Going Strong! G

e Linens

teria. VWe are co||ecﬂn9:

« Weardble & usable clothing

o Stuffed animals

your used sneckers and bag them separately)

Don’t Forget our Used Clothing Fundraiser is still running until Nov. 20th:

A big thank you to all who have donated their c|oThing and other household items. If you
are still cleaning out your closets, don't worry there is still time! Reminder, our school will re-
ceive |0 cents for every pound we collect and M-A-C (Mid Atlantic Clothing) will con-
tribute a percentage of its proceeds to D.ARE/Safe and Drug Free Schools. Don’t throw
QnyThing away, the more we co||ecT; the more funds our school receives! Please puT c|oThing

items in well tied p|osTic bogs and drop them into the box that is siTTing outside of the cafe-

o Shoes, belts, & handbags (We have a great need for athletic shoes. Please bring in
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Counselor’s Corner ;

Q¢

Career Day is Coming]

Who: Bethesda ES students, staff and parents.

What: career Day is a time for parents and other volunteers
to share their work experience with our students.

Wher‘e: Bethesda ES classrooms
When: Tuesday, December 227 $rom 9:15-11:16am

| am looking for at least 21 parents and/or volunteers that are interested in doing a short

presentation about their career. Each volunteer will make three, 30 minute presentations to
three different classrooms. During your presentation we ask that you share information about
your current or past career. Feel free to bring in display items or things of interest to share.
Students would love to have their parents or relatives speak on this day] Please consider signing
up. I you are interested or know of anyone who might be, please complete the form below or con-
tact me at 301-657-4979 or Jessica_L_Nicholson@mepsmd.org. Once you have signed up | will be in
touch with you about further details and to help you with any planning needs.

ossia Wekndsor

Career Day Sign-up
Please return to Mrs. Nicholson by Nov. 20th

Nome: (please print)

Profession you would be speaking about:
Phone Number: (h) w) ©)

E-mail address:



mailto:Jessica_L_Nicholson@mcpsmd.org

Montgomery County Public
Schools

Bethesda Elementary School
7600 Arlington Road
Bethesda, MD 20814

Phone: 301-657-4979
Fax: 301-657-4973

) 4

We're on the Web! Check us

out at ttp://
momgomerysc
schOO\S/be.‘-

hoolsmd.org/
hesdaes/

Reminders:

o OFFICE HOURS is a great opportunity for
students to review math concepts for

students in Grades 3-5.

Parents, please remember to send in a permission slip the DAY BEFORE your child is to

attend OFFICE HOURS. Permission slips can be found on the BE WEBSITE. You can also
send an email to the homeroom teacher giving permission to attend and make sure to indi-
cate the current math concept your child is working on and how they will be getting home.

¢ Please make sure to include the make, model and color of your car
when you sign in at the Front Office!

o Check out the FREE Fall 2009 Workshops offered by
the MCPS Parent Academy. Information is available
online at www.mcpsparentacademy.org

All of the items will be donated at the end of the month.

Dates to Remember...

NOVEMBER

14 PTA - 1* Grade Pot Luck Social
o5 12:35 p.m Early Release Day 1 Students dismissed after lunch
26-27 NO SCHOOLGd Thanksgiving Holiday

DECEMBER

1 6:00 PM PTA Meeting 1
7:30 PM 6:00pm Executive Board Mtg.
7:30 PTA General Mtg.
6 1:00 71 3:00 p.m. Scholastic Book Sale Family Day and Holiday Store
Open until 4:00 p.m. during the school week.
24-31 NO SCHOOL - Students/Teachers - Winter Break




