
LION’S          DEN 
Principally Speaking                Lisa Seymour 
Dear Bethesda Elementary School Families, 

As we approach the last 13 days of school I want take a moment to update you on some of the great 
things that have happened this year and preliminary plans for next year: 

Grade-level Technology Projects -- This year, students in all grade levels participated in a curriculum 
integration project using technology as a resource tool and a presentation venue.    

 Kindergarteners created a weather representations using Pixie.     

 First graders created circle stories and animal research presentations using Pixie                      

 Second graders created  abook called “Places I’ve Been” using Weblender & Pixie              

 Third graders wrote stories across the different genres using Photostory             

 Fourth graders wrote biographies using   Photostory              

 Fifth graders created biographical presentations on famous Africans and women in 
history using Photostory            

Students at each grade level actively participated in an arts integration project thanks to the collabora-
tive efforts of the cultural arts committee and the teachers.  The theme this year was, Tell Me a Story. 

Kindergarteners and first graders worked with a Mime 

Third graders learned about the history of silkworms and followed their life cycle. 

Fourth graders worked with a Native American Story Teller 

Second & Fifth graders worked with a song write to put their personal stories to music 

For those of you in the process of scheduling your children’s summer, I would like to remind you of a 
great summer opportunity right here at BE.  This summer will be the third summer that B.E. is hosting 
the MCPS Regional Summer School.  This is a four week program that offers classes in reading, math, 
computer, and art.  Registration is still open and the classes begin on July 6, 2009 and lasts through 
July 31.  www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/extendedhours/summerschool/  

Over the last four months we have been busy planning for next year.  Along with working on staffing, 
scheduling, and the 2009-2010 budget I have been monitoring enrollment.  The preliminary plan for 
next year, 2009-2010 is: 

 
*To support our growing school we will receive one additional portable. 

It is important to know that staffing is tied to enrollment and enrollment fluctuations may impact 
staffing during the summer.  You can expect an update in the summer packet that is mailed home at 
the end of July.      ~Lisa Seymour  

 

Grade # of Classes 

Kindergarten 3 

1st 4 

2nd 3 

3rd 3 

*4th 5 

5th 3 

 

Mark your Calendar! 
 

 June 2– Field Day Raindate 
for grades 3-5 

 June 5— K-2 Field Day, Rain-
date June 9   

 June 8– 1st grade Blooming 
Author’s Celebration  

 June 8—4th Grade Parent 
Information Night (for upcom-
ing 4th graders) 

 June 11– Awards Assembly 
@ 9:30 A.M. (Arrival time be-
gins at 9:15)  

 June 11– 5th Grade Recogni-
tion @ 6:00 P.M. in the gym, 
reception to follow  

 June 12– 5th Grade Pool 
Party 

 June 4—Wonders Picnic 
5:30—7:30 p.m.  

 June 16– Last Day of 
School—Early Release at 
12:30 p.m. 

 June 16—Wonders Picnic 5 
P.M.—7:30 P.M.  

 June 23—Report Cards 
mailed home  

 

May 29, 2009 

Account Balances! 

Parents— As the school year 

comes to a close it is important to 

have all outstanding balances  

with the cafeteria, office, etc. paid 

in full.  Please contact the office 

regarding any questions on this 

matter!  We appreciate you help!    

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/extendedhours/summerschool/
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Summer School Information 
Booklet: 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/summerschool/pdf/SummerSchoolProgram07.pdf 

Elementary School Registration Form: 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/summerschool/pdf/325-5ES.pdf 

Summer School Information site: 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/summerschool/ 

SUMMER READING, WRITING & MATH ACTIVITIES 
It’s the end of another school year, and YES, we HAVE summer reading and writing activities for students at Bethesda 

Elementary!   

This year our theme is “Be Creative!!ó in connection with the Montgomery County Public Library Summer Program.  Your 

child will have the chance to set a goal and work for prizes.  All students who achieve their goals will be treated to an ice 

cream party as well as receive prizes for their efforts.  Look for packets in today’s Friday Folders containing:  

 Calendar Activities (grades K and 1) 

 Summer Journal Activities ( grades 2 and 3) 

 Reading and Writing Activities ( grade 4)  

 Math Activities  

All students are required to keep a reading log of the books they read and must read a minimum of three times a week.  

Books that are read aloud or are on tape count towards the total of books read.  If students choose to participate in the 

Montgomery County Public Library program or an incentive program sponsored by local book stores, certificates will be 

honored and returned. 

We are hoping for 100% participation! 

Please note the following dates: 

June 11, 2009 -- Awards Ceremony  * See attached agenda  

 Guest Arrival – 9:15 a.m. 

 Assembly Begins – 9:30 a.m. 

 Assembly Ends – 11:00 a.m. 

 June 11, 2008 – Families of Fifth Graders:  Fifth grade Recognition 

Ceremony begins at 6:00 p.m.  More information will be sent home to the parents of fifth graders.   

Special Thanks to:   

 Mrs. Canatella & Mr. Gregory for coordinating the Spring Concert!  The performances were fantastic!   

 The PTA, Beth Pincus, Bob McKay & the May Fair committee for putting on an amazing May Fair!  What a great success!    

 Literary Magazine Volunteers: Brad Chesivoir, Carole Klein, Jill lane & Sheri Craig for assisting its publication!  

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/summerschool/pdf/SummerSchoolProgram07.pdf
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/summerschool/pdf/325-5ES.pdf
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You Are Invited! 

 

To The  

Bethesda Elementary  

2009 Awards Assembly 

June 11, 2009  

 

 
Guest Arrival:  9:15    

 

Assembly Begins:  9:30 

 

Assembly Ends:  11:00 

 

Grades 2- 5 will attend the assembly.  The assembly will be held in the multi-purpose 

room. 

 

Award Presented by: Grade Level 

1. ESOL Awards 

 

Debbie Birgfeld K – 5
th
 Grades 

2. Student Council Elizabeth vonSchwarz & Kelly 

Gray 

2
nd

 – 5
th
 Grades  

5. Math Olympiad Elizabeth vonSchwarz &  

Christopher Zukoski 

4
th
 and 5

th
 Grades  

6. African American      

    Academic Excellence  

Kelly Morris 3rd—5th Grades   

7. Presidential Awards 

 

Lisa Seymour  5
th
 Grade 

8.  Patrol Certificates  Cathleen Piemme &  

Stephen Boyd  

5
TH

 Grade  


