
AP English Language and Composition  
Summer Assignment (2015) 

 
Your mission is to seek out a nonfiction book that is worthy of college-level study—a book that you 

can savor and enjoy—a book that you can envision using as a prop to introduce yourself. Make sure that 

your selection is approved by your parent/guardian(s). Read your thoughtfully selected work and create 

an impressive packet that you would be pleased to see posted on the classroom bulletin board. 

Though it’s not required, you are certainly welcome and encouraged to read more than one book ☺ 
 

The Packet 
 

I. COVER PAGE WITH VISUAL: To help us assess your ability to effectively analyze visual text and to add to our viewing 
pleasure, please include a cover page with a visual that you think captures some important aspect of your selected 
book. This should not be the cover art of the book. You can arrange your original cover page as creatively as you 
want, but be sure to cite your source(s) and include your name. In addition, (you didn’t think you’d get off that 
easily did you?), write one or more fully developed paragraphs of insightful analysis discussing the significance of 
this visual. The paragraph(s) may be included on the cover page, or on the page that follows.  
 

II. QUOTED TEXT: Glean five (5) excellent quotations (make sure they represent the beginning, middle, and end of the 
book), and include page numbers. You may select quotes that reveal important information, illustrate a writer’s 
style, raise questions in the reader, capture a vivid image, or effectively illustrate a key point the writer is making. 
After each quoted selection, briefly explain why you think it is significant. This should not be a simple paraphrase of 
the quote. Rather, it is your chance to show your analytical skills.  
Helpful Tip- choose your quotes carefully and avoid overly long quotations as they can be difficult to thoroughly 
analyze. 
 

III. ARGUMENT: Choose one quoted statement from your chosen book. Then, defend, refute, or qualify the stated 
position. Your response should support your position with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, 
studies, experiences, or observations.  

(Yes, type it. Double space. Make it reader friendly. Take pride in presentation.) 
 

 
❖ A few suggested lists of nonfiction books to explore: 

o Washington Post ~ “Nonfiction Best Sellers List” 

o American Library Association (ALA) “2015 Notable Non Fiction Books” 

o Goodreads “Popular 25 Non Fiction Books in 2015”  

 

❖ Check out our first annual Summer Book Fair, Friday, 6/5/15, in the art atrium at lunch. 

 

❖ Don’t forget the local library as a valuable resource. 

 

❖  Consider used as well as new books if purchasing your selection.  

 

❖ Books that may be signed out from the English office (A320). 

o Carson, Rachel ~ Silent Spring 

o Conway, Jill Ker ~ The Road From Coorain 

o Kidder, Tracy ~ Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, a Man Who Would Cure the World 

o Obama, Barack ~  Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance 

o McBride, James ~ The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to his White Mother 

o Woolf, Virginia ~ A Room of One’s Own 


