Sixth Annual Writing Contest Winners Are Announced

 

The English Department wishes to congratulate the following students whose writing is being recognized in the Sixth Annual Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School Writing Contest, sponsored jointly by the Bethesda-Chevy Chase English Department, 

Chips (B-CC HS’s literary-art magazine), the Writer’s Center, and the Bethesda-Chevy Chase HS Educational Foundation.  

First-place winners’ work will be published in May 2010 Chips, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School’s award-winning literary and creative arts magazine, in May 2010.  

All students will receive their awards at a special ceremony, at which they will read their work, from 3:00 to 5:00 PM on Tuesday, May 18, 2010, at the Writer’s Center, 

4508 Walsh Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815.   

Also reading at this ceremony will be writers whose work is being published in Chips 2010.   Past editors, staff members, and sponsors of Chips are invited to join us during this special ceremony.   

The entire B-CC community and members of the B-CC Educational Foundation are invited to attend the awards ceremony and reading, along with the students, their families, teachers, and friends.  We feel this contest showcases the many literary talents of our students, and we encourage everyone to begin putting together their submissions for the contest next fall!

Poetry (Contest Judge:  Daniel  Gutstein)  

First Place:   “Combustion” by Kate Jackson

Second Place:  “Smoke” by Brandon Levy

Honorable Mention:   “Bookshelf” by Amalia Halikias

   

Short Story (Contest Judge:  David Housley) 

First Place:   “Fireflies” by Brandon Levy

Second Place:    “One-Way Mirrors” by Amalia Halikias

Honorable Mention: “Summer Dreams” by  Joanna  Kramer

Personal Essay (Contest Judge:  William O’Sullivan)  

First Place:  “Listening” by Bhënn Houde-Hostland

Second Place:  “Regarding Art and Science” by Kate Jackson 

Honorable Mention:  “My Dreams” by Vanessa Adebayo

Selections were screened at the school level and then sent to the Writer’s Center for judging.  

Biographical information about the judges from the Writer’s Center appears below:  

Daniel Gutstein has published or will publish more than 140 poems and stories in more than 65 publications, including Ploughshares, American Scholar, Prairie Schooner, Seneca Review, Denver Quarterly, The Literary Review, The Iowa Review, TriQuarterly, New Orleans Review, River City, Third Coast, Fiction, Bellevue Literary Review, Other Voices, The Penguin Book of the Sonnet, and Best American Poetry (2006). His first collection, nonfiction, is forthcoming from Edge Books in April 2010. He has received grants and awards from the Maryland State Arts Council, Arts and Humanities Council of Montgomery County, Md., Bread Loaf Writer's Conference, University of Michigan, and other organizations. He has taught for more than ten years: dozens of college courses in creative writing and composition, including poetry and fiction workshops, mostly at George Washington University, where he has been Visiting Assistant Professor, as well as at Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA), the Smithsonian Institution and other community settings. A former farm hand, tae kwon do instructor, editor, Capitol Hill reporter, international economist, and disabilities specialist, he now works at MICA, in Baltimore, where he runs the Writing Studio and Learning Resource Center. He was, for four years, associate editor of StoryQuarterly magazine.

Dave Housley’s collection of short fiction, Ryan Seacrest is Famous, was published in 2007 by Impetus Press, and was called "hilarious" a few times, and "skin-aching funny, but also built on lean, smart sentences, with ideas just as witty as they are funny" (Bookslut) and also "consistently engrossing, entertaining, and exciting" (PopMatters), and some other nice stuff, sometimes. His work has appeared in the Beloit Fiction Journal, the Collagist, Columbia, Hobart, Nerve, Pindeldyboz, Quarterly West, Sycamore Review, Wigleaf, and several other print and online journals. He’s one of the founding editors of Barrelhouse, a literary magazine that bridges the gap between serious art and pop culture. 

William O'Sullivan, MFA, essayist, editor, Virginia Center for the Creative Arts fellow. His personal essays have appeared in The New York Times, Newsday, National Geographic Traveler, The Washingtonian, and The North American Review, among others. He has received two Artist Fellowships from the DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities, and his work has been listed three times among the notable essays of the year in The Best American Essays.

Please join us on May 18th!  See you at the Writer’s Center.

