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[image: C:\Documents and Settings\camachol.es\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\KWF3DM08\MC900436236[1].png]Happy New Year!!  Students were welcomed back to school with an assembly that reminded them of our expectations. After a week off, it is sometimes necessary to review the goals we have set for the year. The new bracelet for January is white, like the snow about which they are dreaming, so students are anxious to earn one!
In reading, we are continuing to read about survival stories, and students have found some of them to be intense, such as Battle by the Breadfruit Tree. Students also entertained us with skits focusing on survival tips that they gleaned from several of the stories. Thank you, parents, for your support!
We will be starting two new projects. One is an independent research project (a.k.a. the IRP) and the other is a personal narrative, which will be done a bit differently. Please be looking for information about these projects in the next few weeks. 
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\camachol.es\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\XD8B4B3K\MC900292082[1].wmf][image: MC900001225[1]]We are hoping to go to the public library in February to assist students with their research. We would love to have some parent volunteers accompany us. Again, be looking for information about this in the near future.
LAR-In LAR students are finishing public speaking #4 which was “a really good book”. Public speaking #5 will be students sharing their character cubes. They continue to study and use the parts of speech, and how they are used in writing. We are currently working on verb analogies. The writing focus will be Ideas, or how to pick a good topic when writing.
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\camachol.es\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\R2372HVI\MP900387690[1].jpg]Math A-  Math 6 continues with a lengthy unit on decimals, fractions, percents, and integers. The second portion of the unit test will be given in January.
Math B- Ever wonder how to construct an angle bisector, or a perpendicular bisector of a line segment? Students are learning these types of constructions and much more in Math B right now. Students are getting a lot of practice and experience using protractors and compasses on a daily basis in this particular unit. This unit will extend for a couple more weeks before the Unit 3 Assessment.
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\camachol.es\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\KWF3DM08\MC900287516[1].wmf]IM- We finished our geometry unit and we have begun an algebra unit. We are working on solving equations, determining patterns, and graphing functions.
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\camachol.es\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\R2372HVI\MC900233831[1].wmf][image: C:\Documents and Settings\camachol.es\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\R2372HVI\MC900287200[1].wmf] Science- Students have been studying magnets and have observed how the magnetic field changes as we put magnets together and pick up paper clips. Soon students will be creating electromagnets and will compete to see who can attract the most paper clips. Stay tuned for the results! 
In addition, students will be studying both parallel and series circuits. We will be pulling out the wires, batteries, and bulbs to see just how they work!
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\camachol.es\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\R2372HVI\MC900149883[1].wmf]Social Studies- Students just finished an exciting historical investigation on The Boston Massacre. It was really interesting to hear how the students felt about the massacre and who they thought was to blame. Next, we will begin our economics unit and learn how bartering in the 1800’s was so pivotal at that time.
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For earning 15 Cougar Coupons for the month of December!  
Yerim Choi                                                                     Arthi Thyagarajan                                                                                  Abdul Ahmed                                                                                 Jack Sobel                                                     Rachel Frampton 
Moira Neve                                                                      Ethan Opdahl 
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January 16- Martin Luther King Day-no school for students or teachers                                                              
January 23- Professional Day- no school for students!
January 24- Third marking period begins
                                   Sincerely,
Lynn Camacho                                                                               Karen Davis                                                                      Michelle Hirsh                                                           
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