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Barnsley Elementary School - Where Students are Respectful, Responsible and Ready for Success! 
 

Quote of the Week  
“To waken interest and kindle enthusiasm is the sure way to teach easily and successfully.” – Tyron Edwards 
 

Principal’s Message 
Dear Barnsley Families, 
 

We have had an amazingly successful first week of school!  Students have come back 
excited to learn and staff has provided engaging lessons and time to build classroom and school 
community!  This year I am so very delighted to have Ms. April Longest as our Assistant Principal.  
She has already done a wonderful job throughout the summer and start of school and I am confident 
that we will continue to work effectively together to make the school year a success as the 
administrative team.  Ms. Longest joins Barnsley from having taught at Garrett Park and prior at 
Flower Valley.  She and I do have an open door policy and if you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 

As we break and enjoy the holiday weekend, please remember that next week Barnsley will 
hold Back to School Nights on Wednesday, September 7 for Kindergarten – Grade 3 and Thursday, 
September 8 for Grade 4 & 5. We encourage you to attend in order to meet school staff, learn about 
our new dismissal process, school improvement plan, our positive behavior and incentives program, 
other new school initiatives, join the PTA, and find out what will be happening in your child’s grade 
and classroom over the course of the school year.   

Please make every attempt to come without your child, the night is for parent information 
and not intended for students.  If in the event that you have no childcare option Kids After Hours 
will provide supervision for current Barnsley students only at a cost of $5 per child. There will be a 
general session beginning at 7 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room followed by sessions in each 
classroom.  Please remember the intent of Back to School Night is to provide an over view of the 
year ahead, answer questions, but not to be a parent conference about your individual child.  You 
can always arrange a meeting with your teacher at another time if needed.   

I do hope that you will be able to attend and I look forward to a great school year!  Enjoy the 
weekend! 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Andrew J. Winter 
Principal 

 
BARNSLEY CALENDAR 

• September 7 No School 
• September 9 Fall Portraits Day 
• September 12 No School 
• September 19 –23 Book Fair 
• September 22 Back to School Picnic 
• September 30 8:30 am Principal’s Coffee 

• September 30 –  Early Dismissal 1:30 pm  
 

The Next Barnsley Bulletin  
will be on Friday, September 16 

 
 



 
NOTEWORTHY INFORMATION 

 
BARNSLEY BULLETIN TO GO ELECTRONIC 
This year like last year we plan to have all future Barnsley Bulletins distributed electronically.  At 
the Back to School Nights please make sure you provide your emails so that we can create 
distribution lists for the Bulletin and other newsletters and as appropriate other notices.  If for 
some reason you do not want to receive these items electronically, please fill out the form on the 
last sheet and return to the office.  Unless we receive an Opt-Out form all future newsletters will 
be electronic and also will be posted on the school web site!   
 
STUDENT ARRIVAL 
Students should not arrive until 9:10 am.  We do not have supervision for children arriving prior 
to this time.  Please make sure that you adjust your schedules to bring your child at the scheduled 
time and that you do not bring your child to school before 9:10 am, upon arrival all students enter 
and go directly to their classroom unless they are having school breakfast.   
 
S T U D E N T  T A R D I N E S S  
Students are considered tardy if they arrive at school after 9:25 AM.  Students who are tardy are 
asked to be accompanied by the parent /guardian to school and must be signed in at the office.  
Students will then be given a Tardy Pass.  The office is required to keep records of students who 
are late coming to school.  Report cards will indicate the number of times your child has been 
tardy.  We would appreciate you making every effort to see that your child arrives at school on 
time.  While students may not be considered tardy until 9:25, remember there is important 
morning work and routines that they may be missing if they arrive after 9:10 am.  The reason we 
have the 15 minutes is in large part due to the number of buses that we have at Barnsley.   
 
ATTENDANCE 
Attendance in school is essential to your child's success! Research has proven that students who 
attend school on a regular basis have greater success than those who have interruptions to their 
education. Please make sure your child is in school every day, unless he/she is sick. Vacations 
should be taken during scheduled school vacation dates. Absence for the purpose of a vacation is 
considered an unexcused absence. 
 
NOTES FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE ABSENT 
When your child is absent, please do the following: 
Call the Lucy V. Barnsley Elementary office (301-460-2121) the morning of the absence to 
let the secretaries know that your child will not be attending school. Please let one of the 
secretaries know the reason for the absence. 
On the day your child returns to class, follow up with a written note that includes: 

· Child's full name 
· Child's grade and teacher 
· Date(s) of absence 
· Reason for absence 
· Parent's/guardian's signature 

Please remember - If your child is late for school, a parent/guardian MUST bring his/her child to 
the office to obtain a tardy slip. Your child should not come to school late by himself/herself.  



 
WHO WAS LUCY V. BARNSLEY? 
Who was Lucy V. Barnsley?  Well, on Friday, September 30 We will be having Lucy V. Barnsley 
Day in honor of the anniversary of her birthday.  Classroom teachers will devote 30 – 45 minutes 
to discuss who she was through a lesson.  We will have trivia about Ms. Barnsley and a special 
birthday treat!   
 

DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 
If you plan to pick up your child by either walking with them home or by car plan to pick up your 
child in the front area of the school.  Please make sure that your child knows where they are 
supposed to go.  If a child is supposed to go home with a friend, a request must be sent to school 
in writing and your child needs to give that letter to their classroom teacher.  We cannot have 
children calling home during school or at the end of the day asking if they can go to a friend’s 
house.  If you plan to pick up your child prior to dismissal please come to the office and sign them 
out.  We will call into your child’s classroom and have them meet you in the office once you have 
arrived.  We are asking that if you need to pick up your child, kindly do so before 3:40 pm so 
as not to interfere with the packing up and dismissal procedures.  Thank you for your help in 
making our dismissal process as smooth as possible. 
 
PORTRAIT DAY IS COMING! 
We will have our fall picture day on Friday, September 9.  Make sure your child looks extra nice 
and remind them to smile!  Early ordering information will be sent home on Tuesday.  Please 
check your child’s backpack for this information. 
 
PTA 
I encourage you to get involved with Barnsley’s PTA! Membership is just twelve dollars!  The 
PTA is led by Ms. Shine, the President.  I hope that many of you will join the PTA and help us 
provide a variety of opportunities for our children.  Our first PTA Meeting is Tuesday, October 4 
at 7 pm.   
 
VISITATION POLICY 
Parents are welcome to visit the school throughout the year. To provide for the safety of the 
students and to avoid disruption of instructional activities, all visitors must check in at the main 
office when they arrive.  Classroom visits are to be arranged at least 24 hours in advance with the 
teachers.  All visitors must wear visitor/volunteer badges. 
 
LABEL...LABEL...LABEL 
Each year children forget or lose many items of clothing. When these items are brought to the lost 
and found, children do not recognize their property and we are unable to return these items to their 
owner. Please label all clothing (coats, hats, gloves, etc.), so we can help return these items to your 
children. 
 
 
 
 
 



PRINCIPAL’S COFFEE 
Throughout the school year there will be times for gatherings to meet the Principal.  Of course, I 
always have an open door policy and can be reached if a matter needs my attention.  However, this 
provides an opportunity throughout the school year where parents can come and discuss school 
issues.  These opportunities will have a clear focus and time for Q and A.   The first Principal’s 
Coffee will be held on Friday September 30 at 8:30 am and we will be discussing the school 
vision for this school year.  Any parents that would like to attend to discuss school matters are 
welcome.   
 
M E D I C A T I O N  A N D  H E A L T H  R O O M  
Medication will not be administered in school without written permission from the 
parent/guardian and a physician’s agreement (School Form 525-13).  Medical forms are 
available in the health room and are required for each episode of illness and for-each medication 
ordered.  This includes both prescription and over-the-counter medications.  The medication must 
be delivered to school by the parent/guardian or an adult designated by the parent/guardian.  
MCPS and school health department personnel will not administer medication brought to school 
by a child.  This is necessary for the safety of all students.  New forms are needed for the new 
school year.  You will also receive a note titled When to Keep Your Child Home from School from 
the Montgomery County Health and Human Services explaining what to look for when a child is 
not feeling well and should be kept home.  Additionally, Montgomery County Public Schools 
(MCPS) and the Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) work 
collaboratively to ensure immunization compliance.  Principals are responsible for making sure 
that proper enrollment procedures are followed in their schools.  Excluded students due to 
incomplete immunization information will be reported as a health related exclusion, code 
001, using the Student Suspensions application on the MCPS mainframe.  Students can 
resume attendance when proof of immunization is received. 
 
CELL PHONES 
In accordance with MCPS policies, students may not carry cell phones to school.  If a child is 
found to be using a cell phone it will be confiscated and parents will be notified.  However, if you 
feel that your child needs to have a cell phone, a letter explaining why must be submitted to  
Principal, Mr. Winter.  Upon receipt of the letter with your explanation, Mr. Winter will make a 
decision and notify the parents if an exception may be made.  When exceptions occur students 
must make sure that the cell phone is off during the school day, left in the child’s backpack, and 
not used until they leave school grounds.  If a child violates these expectations the permission to 
carry a cell phone will be revoked.  The school will not be responsible for lost or stolen phones. 
 
PARENT REUNIFICATION PLANS 
In these times of emergency preparedness planning, you should know that the staff of Barnsley 
has clearly considered the specifics of how we would reunite your children with you, should it 
become necessary to do so. If an emergency should occur that requires our releasing your children 
at a time other than normal dismissal times it will be necessary for you to show identification in 
order for you to be reunited with your child. Children will not be released to anyone whose 
name is not listed on the emergency forms that have been filled out by you. Once proper 
identification has been shown, a staff member will go to the classroom to pick up your child and 
bring him/her to you. Please be sure to discuss this reunification plan with your children, so they 
will understand what to expect in an emergency situation. 
 



BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
Student Birthdays will continue to be recognized during the morning announcements.  If a Parent 
would like to celebrate their child’s birthday at school they may do so only after they contact and 
make arrangements with the classroom teacher.  We do restrict the time allotted for a birthday 
celebration so that we do not lose valuable instructional time.  Birthday celebrations will begin at 
3:30 pm unless your child has a special and only then can they begin 15 minutes prior to the 
special time (i.e. Grade 1 at 2:45 pm on days they have specials). Items for the celebration must be 
store bought and include a list of ingredients so that student dietary needs can be addressed.  Make 
sure you have enough for every child in the classroom. Celebrations need to be small and 
purposeful.  If you prefer to have the birthday celebration at lunch time, this must be 
communicated to the classroom teacher and can only occur if the parent is present for the lunch 
time.  Remember a birthday celebration is not the teacher’s responsibility.  We thank you for your 
help in following this policy.   
 

LUNCH UPDATES 
If you have money for your child’s lunch account please enclose the money in an envelope and 
write your child’s name, homeroom teacher and their pin number on the envelope.  This assists 
our cafeteria manager, in keeping all the lunch accounts in order.  To better assist the lunchroom 
procedures we ask that you review with your child their pin number so that they can move through 
the lunch line quickly. 
 
HOMEWORK HELP 
Free homework help is available from MCPS-TV’s Homework Hotline Live (HHL). Students may 
contact the Hotline teachers Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday. HHL is available on the phone 4-6 
pm, and online 4-9 pm.  Ways to contact Homework Hotline Live Phone: 301-279-3234 Web: 
AskHHL.org Text message: 724-427-5445 (7244-ASK-HHL) Email: question@AskHHL.org 
Facebook: Facebook.com/AskHHL Twitter: Twitter.com/AskHHL 
Watch Homework Hotline Live, on MCPS-TV (www.AskHHL.org, Comcast channel 34, Verizon 
FIOS 36, RCN 89) from 4 to 6 pm. Questions received after 6 pm will be answered online. 
 
TOYS, TRADING CARDS, ELECTRONIC GAMES, GAME BOYS 
Please do not allow your child to bring any toys, trading cards, electronic games, or any Game 
Boy items to school.  This also includes Rubik’s Cubes.  Items such as these interfere with the 
educational program and are not a benefit to your child’s learning.  The classroom teacher or 
principal will take these items that your child brings to school and a parent then will need to come 
to school to get them back.  We cannot be responsible for replacing items such as these. 
 
BARNSLEY BULLETIN AND OTHER ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION  
OPT-OUT FORM 
 
Please only complete if you do not want to receive information electronically and return to the 
main office. 
 
Student Name:           
 
Homeroom Teacher:           
 
Parent Name:            


