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Barnsley Elementary School - Where Students are Respectful, Responsible and Ready for Success! 

 

Quote of the Week  

“To waken interest and kindle enthusiasm is the sure way to teach easily and successfully.” – Tyron Edwards 

 

Principal’s Message 

 

Dear Barnsley Families, 
 

A few years ago, I shared some strategies to further engagement with your child.  I want to restress the 

importance of instilling values with our children that can enable them to be successful and great citizens.  

One of the important values we work to instill in our children is “persistence.” Below is a list of ways you 

can also teach persistence to your child. Please review and consider utilizing these strategies! 

 

1. Nurture a hobby  
Find a hobby your child loves to do, and let them indulge in their passion.  

 

2. Give them opportunities to succeed  
Kids’ mental muscles will never get bigger without some resistance – give them a chance to stretch 

themselves, and praise them for rising up to the challenge. To avoid overwhelming your child, start with a 

smaller task that they can achieve, then build up to something a little harder. In younger children, start by 

asking them questions you know they know the answer to, then build up to the hard task.  

 

3. Give your child responsibility  
Give your child a special job like feeding a pet, reading bedtime stories to their younger brother or sister, or 

collecting the mail. Let them take on that responsibility and learn to take pride in their work. Let them bear 

the burden – and the joy – of being counted on.  

 

4. Resist rescuing your child from meltdowns  
There will be meltdowns, even when your child is faced with an activity you know they can do. Give them 

the opportunity to step up and get back on their pony after they fall apart.  

 

5. Don’t give up on them when they give up on themselves  
Acknowledge that the task is hard, but shift the emphasis toward trying. If they try, they will eventually solve 

that riddle, sew that hem, or swim that stroke.  

Encourage problem solving skills. If a task seems overwhelming, help your child break it down into smaller 

parts, don’t just solve it for them. When they succeed, they can truly celebrate because they did it all by 

themselves.  

 

6. Remind them of their successes  
When your child is overwhelmed, remind them of a time when they achieved something big, or hard. By 

believing in them, your children will soon develop the kind of positive attitude they will tap into for the rest 

of their lives.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Andrew J. Winter 

Principal 



BARNSLEY CALENDAR 

 

 February 20 No School – President’s Day 

 February 21 Club Pictures 

 March 2 Reading Night 

 March 3 1:20 Early Dismissal Day 

 

 

 March 7 Interims Go Home 

 

 

The Next Barnsley Bulletin  

will be on Friday, March 3

 

 

 

NOTEWORTHY INFORMATION 
 

KINDERGARTEN OPEN HOUSES  
Lucy V. Barnsley will hold monthly Kindergarten Open Houses for parents who will be sending (or 

are considering sending) their children to Kindergarten at Barnsley next fall. Below are dates for 

each month, in addition to our Kindergarten Orientation dates in April. Mr. Winter will meet with 

prospective kindergarten parents to discuss our programs and answer questions, and parents will 

have an opportunity to visit our kindergarten classes. Please inform your neighbors whose children 

will attend kindergarten during the 2017-18 school year (turning five years old by September 1, 

2017). It is essential we know early how many children will attend kindergarten to ensure 

appropriate staffing, and to keep our class sizes down. These meetings are not for children. Parents 

and children will attend our April Kindergarten Orientation.  

 

SPREAD THE WORD TO YOUR NEIGHBORS!!! 

 

Kindergarten Open House Schedule 
March 2● 2:00 p.m. 

March 22● 9:30 a.m. 

 

Kindergarten Orientation – April 5 and 6 (appointments are scheduled) 

 

SAVE THE DATE: GRADE 5 PROMOTION CEREMONY 

Our Fifth Grade Promotion (Graduation) Ceremony will take place on Thursday, June 15 at 7 pm 

at Richard Montgomery High School. All parents, relatives and friends are invited to help 

celebrate our fifth graders’ accomplishments in elementary school, as we welcome the next 

educational chapter in their lives, middle school!  

 

BOXTOPS 

The next Box Tops submission deadline is fast approaching! Bring in your Box Tops and submit 

them into the Box Tops collection box located in the main office by Tuesday February 20th to make 

sure they are included in this submission.  Box Tops earn cash for our school. Thank you for your 

support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE FOR ELEMENTARY IMMERSION PROGRAMS 

Elementary school language immersion programs begin in Kindergarten and are offered in Chinese, 

French, and Spanish. Applications for students entering Kindergarten through Grade 5   

 

In the 2017–2018 school year are now available. For more information about elementary immersion 

programs and to download the Immersion Interest Form, visit 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/. Forms are also available at 

elementary schools. The application deadline for the 2017–2018 school year is Friday, May 5. 

Notification letters will be mailed to parents in May. For more information, contact the Division of 

Consortia Choice and Application Program Services, at 301-592-2040.  

 

YA ESTÁN DISPONIBLES LAS SOLICITUDES PARA LOS PROGRAMAS DE 

INMERSIÓN EN IDIOMAS EXTRANJEROS EN LAS ESCUELAS ELEMENTALES 

Los programas de inmersión de las escuelas elementales comienzan en Kindergarten y se ofrecen en 

español, chino, y francés. Las solicitudes ya están disponibles para estudiantes que cursarán desde 

Kindergarten hasta el Grado 5 durante el ciclo escolar 2017–2018. Para más información sobre los 

programas de inmersión en las escuelas elementales y para descargar el Formulario de Interés en 

los Programas de Inmersión (Immersion Interest Form), visite 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/. Los formularios también están a 

disposición en las escuelas elementales. El plazo límite para presentar solicitudes para el ciclo 

escolar 2017–2018 es el viernes, 5 de mayo. Las cartas de notificación serán enviadas a los padres 

en el mes de mayo. Para más información, llame al 301-592-2040. 

 

STAY INFORMED ABOUT THE MCPS FY 2018 OPERATING BUDGET 

The Montgomery County Board of Education has recommended a $2.52 billion operating budget 

for Fiscal Year (FY) 2018. The budget includes a $64 million increase from FY 2017, which will 

allow the district to manage significant enrollment growth and build the foundation and structure 

needed to ensure that all MCPS students are able to achieve at higher levels. The Board’s budget 

request will be submitted to the Montgomery County Executive and the County Council.                       

The County Executive is expected to release his FY 2018 operating budget recommendation by 

March 15. The Montgomery County Council will hold public hearings on the county budget in 

April before passing a final budget in May. Stay informed and engaged on the Board’s budget 

request on the MCPS Operating Budget website. 

 

Find out how budget decisions are made, what the county is doing today to get ready for FY 2018 

and beyond, and the opportunities residents have to influence budget decisions at upcoming budget 

meetings with County Councilmember Craig Rice, Superintendent of Schools Jack R. Smith, and 

Montgomery College president DeRionne Pollard. The meetings will take place from 6:30 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m. at the following locations: 

March 8, Montgomery Blair High School, 51 University Boulevard East, Silver Spring 

March 15, Montgomery College (Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus), Catherine F. Scott Building 

Room 211, 7600 Takoma Avenue, Takoma Park 

March 22, Walter Johnson High School, 6400 Rock Spring Drive, Bethesda 

March 29, Richard Montgomery High School, 250 Richard Montgomery Drive, Rockville 

 

 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/budget/


MANTÉNGASE INFORMADO SOBRE EL PRESUPUESTO OPERATIVO DE MCPS DEL 

AÑO FISCAL 2018 

El Consejo de Educación del Condado de Montgomery ha recomendado un Presupuesto Operativo 

de $2.52 mil millones para el Año Fiscal 2018. El presupuesto solicita un aumento de $64 millones 

sobre el presupuesto del Año Fiscal 2017, que permitirá al distrito escolar manejar el crecimiento 

significativo de la matrícula y construir la base y la estructura necesarias para asegurar que todos los 

estudiantes de MCPS puedan rendir a altos niveles. El pedido presupuestario del Consejo será 

enviado al Ejecutivo del Condado y al Concejo del Condado (County Council). Se espera que el 15 

de marzo el Ejecutivo del Condado haga pública su recomendación para el presupuesto operativo 

del Año Fiscal 2018. El Concejo del Condado de Montgomery tendrá audiencias públicas sobre el 

presupuesto del condado en abril, antes de aprobar un presupuesto final en mayo. Manténgase 

involucrado e informado sobre el presupuesto solicitado por el Consejo de Educación ingresando a 

la página virtual del Presupuesto Operativo de MCPS. 

 

Infórmese sobre cómo se toman las decisiones presupuestarias, lo que el condado está haciendo hoy 

para prepararse para el Año Fiscal 2018 y más adelante, y las oportunidades que los residentes 

tienen para influenciar las decisiones presupuestarias durante las próximas reuniones sobre el 

presupuesto con el Concejal del Condado Craig Rice, el Superintendente Jack Smith, y la presidenta 

de Montgomery College DeRionne Pollard. Las reuniones tendrán lugar de 6:30 a 8:30 p.m., en los 

siguientes lugares: 

8 de marzo, Montgomery Blair High School, 51 University Boulevard East, Silver Spring 

15 de marzo, Montgomery College (Campus de Takoma Park/Silver Spring), Catherine F. Scott 

Building, Sala 211, 7600 Takoma Avenue, Takoma Park 

22 de marzo, Walter Johnson High School, 6400 Rock Spring Drive, Bethesda 

29 de marzo, Richard Montgomery High School, 250 Richard Montgomery Drive, Rockville 

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR COUNSELOR OF THE YEAR AWARDS 

Pay tribute to your child’s school counselor by nominating him or her for the MCPS School 

Counselor of the Year Award. The awards honor the dedication and hard work of counselors — one 

each at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. Parents, students, staff, and administrators 

can submit nominations. 

 

To be nominated, counselors must be actively working as a counselor in MCPS and have worked 

for the system for at least three years. Nominees also must show outstanding leadership; understand 

the individual needs of students, encourage their talents and cultivate their self-esteem; foster 

collaborative relationships with colleagues, students, their families, and the community; and use 

data to help drive decision-making. 

Nominations are due Friday, March 10. Counselors may be nominated by school administrators, 

staff members, parents, and students. The criteria and nomination packet can be found online at: 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/studentservices/mentalhealth/counseling.aspx?id=33

5893  

 

 

 

 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/budget/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/studentservices/mentalhealth/counseling.aspx?id=335893
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/studentservices/mentalhealth/counseling.aspx?id=335893


COUNTY COUNCILMEMBER HANS RIEMER TO HOST STEM SUMMIT FEBRUARY 

26 

Parents, students, educators, and business and industry leaders are invited to attend the county’s first 

STEM Summit from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 26. The summit is being hosted by 

Montgomery County Councilmember Hans Riemer. The goal of the summit is to create a vision for 

an effective STEM engagement strategy for Montgomery County. 

 

The summit will be held at the Silver Spring Civic Center (1 Veterans Place). The event is free and 

those interested in attending can RSVP online. 

 

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR ANNUAL DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO PUBLIC 

EDUCATION AWARDS 

Do you know any individuals (including students), groups, and organizations that have made 

outstanding contributions to public education in Montgomery County? If so, consider nominating 

them for a Distinguished Service to Public Education Award! The Montgomery County Board of 

Education established the awards, now in its 20th year, to recognize and show appreciation for 

exemplary contributions to public education and to MCPS. Nomination forms are available online 

at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/boe/community/awards/. Completed nomination forms are due 

by March 3, 2017.  

 

SE ABREN LAS NOMINACIONES PARA LOS PREMIOS ANUALES POR SERVICIO 

ILUSTRE A LA ENSEÑANZA PÚBLICA 

¿Conoce a alguna persona (incluyendo estudiantes), grupos, y organizaciones que hayan hecho 

contribuciones ejemplares a la enseñanza pública en el Condado de Montgomery? Si la respuesta 

es sí, ¡considere nominarlos para un Premio por Servicio Ilustre a la Enseñanza Pública (Award 

for Distinguished Service to Public Education)! El Consejo de Educación del Condado de 

Montgomery  estableció estos premios, ya en su vigésimo año, con el fin de reconocer y 

demostrar agradecimiento por contribuciones ejemplares en favor de la enseñanza pública y de 

MCPS. Los formularios de nominación están disponibles ingresando a 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/boe/community/awards/. Los formularios de nominación 

completados deben ser entregados a más tardar el 3 de marzo, 2017. 

 

2017–2018 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR 

The Montgomery County Board of Education has approved the calendar for the 2017–2018 school 

year. School will begin on Tuesday, September 5, 2017, and the last day of school is scheduled for 

Thursday, June 14, 2018. The Board also adopted a contingency plan that includes a total of seven 

identified dates that could be used as instructional days if necessary to make up school due to 

emergency and weather-related closings. Two of these days are the first two days of the 

scheduled spring break, March 26 and 27, 2018. The remaining five days would require the 

district to extend the school year until June 21, 2018.  

 

The calendar can be found on the MCPS website and will soon be available in seven languages—

Amharic, Chinese, English, French, Korean, Spanish, and Vietnamese. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/montgomery-county-stem-summit-hosted-by-councilmember-hans-riemer-registration-31603061608
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/boe/community/awards/
https://tmstest.mcpsmd.org/ws/www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/boe/community/awards/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/calendar/Approved-0968.16ct_2017-18_SchoolYearCalendar_12-13.pdf


 
 

Save the date:  Reading Night is 
Thursday, March 2! 6:45 – 8 pm 
 
Reserva la fecha:  ¡La Noche de 
Lectura es jueves, 2 de marzo! 
6:45 – 8 pm 
 

 


