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Barnsley Elementary School - Where Students are Respectful, Responsible and Ready for Success! 

 

Quote of the Week  

“To waken interest and kindle enthusiasm is the sure way to teach easily and successfully.” – Tyron Edwards 

 

Principal’s Message 

Dear Barnsley Families, 
 

We would like to share some information about helping your child be successful with homework.  

I’d like to share a few tips that were offered at that meeting.   
  
Your children are busy learning about reading, writing, math, science and social studies. Please 

encourage them to do their homework. Homework helps to reinforce what has been taught at 

school. It is not a vehicle to learn new information. Please check your child’s back-pack every day 

to see if there are notes from the teacher or administrators. We are lucky that so many parents are 

involved at school and encourage all of you to volunteer in any way you can. We know that all 

parents are concerned that their children do well in school. Here are some tips that might help:  

 

• Talk with the teacher. What’s expected of you and your child? For example, how long 

should homework take? How much help should you give? Should you make sure your child 

corrects any mistakes? Or is it better for the teacher to see them? 
 

• Make a schedule. Have your child do homework at the same time—and in the same 

place—each day. Pick a spot that’s free of distractions, especially the TV. This consistency 

makes studying easier and prevents arguments. 
 

• Offer breaks. Some kids need an after-school break before doing homework. Breaks can 

also help during study time. Set a timer while your child works. When it beeps, she can walk 

around, get a snack and reenergize if needed. 
 

• Reward success. Kids respond better to rewards than to punishment. When your child 

does homework responsibly, show your pride! If homework is a frequent struggle, talk with 

the teacher about causes and solutions. 
 

Again, we thank you for your continued support and encourage you to communicate with your 

child’s teacher if questions arise about homework. 
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Andrew J. Winter 

Principal 

 

 

 



BARNSLEY CALENDAR 

 

 October 29 6 – 9 pm Spooktacular  

 November 4 Make-Up Picture Day  

 November 4 Last Day of 1st Quarter  

 November 7 No School Report Card Prep 

Day  

 

 

 

 November 8 No School Election Day  

 

The Next Barnsley Bulletin  

will be on Friday, November 4 

 

 

 

 

NOTEWORTHY INFORMATION 
 

COLUMBUS DAY - OPEN HOUSE  
We were thrilled so many parents, grandparents and other relatives found time to join us for the 

Columbus Day Open House. We had over 250 guests visit classrooms and observe instruction. Parent 

volunteers provided coffee and cookies through the PTA – thank you! We appreciate the support of our 

parent volunteers and PTA, who together with our wonderful staff, made this day an outstanding 

experience for all.  

 

NOVEMBER PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES  
Please make sure you have scheduled a Parent-Teacher Conference on either November 10 or 11. 

Conferences are scheduled on fifteen to twenty minute intervals. Call or write your child’s teacher to 

request a specific time, if needed.  

 

SATURDAY SCHOOL 

Parents who would like their children to participate in the George B. Thomas, Sr. Learning 

Academy, Inc. can register their children to participate in the Saturday School program. This is a 

great opportunity for your child to receive additional support with academic studies. Call 301-320-

6545 or go to http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/gbtla/ for more information 

about the academy. 

 

MCPS BODY SAFETY LESSONS 

Mrs. Heatwole, our school counselor, will be delivering the mandated MCPS Body Safety Lessons 

in all classrooms during November, December and January.   If you would like to preview the 

material, please contact Mrs. Heatwole to set up an appointment at 301-460-2121 or 

Kristen_G_Heatwole@mcpsmd.org. 

 

OPTIONS, AN ONLINE RESOURCE FOR PARENTS  
The 2016–2017 Options guide is designed to help MCPS families learn about the various programs 

that are available in MCPS at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. Many of these 

programs are available to students regardless of where they live. Each program is designed to 

provide enriched learning opportunities based on student interest and motivation. The Options guide 

may be used as a reference for available opportunities, but it does not include every special program 

in the county.  

The guide will be translated in Chinese, French, Korean, Spanish, and Vietnamese in the coming 

weeks. Visit www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/enrichedinnovative/options/ for more 

information.  

 
 

mailto:Kristen_G_Heatwole@mcpsmd.org


SUPERINTENDENT TO RELEASE FY 2018 CAPITAL BUDGET PROPOSAL ON OCT. 

27 

Montgomery County Public Schools Superintendent Jack R. Smith will release his recommended 

FY 2018 Capital Budget and the amendments to the FY 2017–2022 Capital Improvements Program 

(CIP) on Thursday, Oct. 27.  
 

The Montgomery County Board of Education will hold public hearings on the CIP at 7 p.m. on 

Thursday, Nov. 10, and on Monday, Nov. 14, in the Carver Educational Services Center auditorium, 

850 Hungerford Dr. in Rockville. Individuals who wish to provide input may call the Board Office 

beginning Friday, Oct. 28 at 9 a.m. More information can be found here. 
 

The Board of Education will hold a work session on the CIP at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 3. The 

adoption of the proposed CIP is tentatively scheduled for Monday, Nov. 21. 
 

SUPERINTENDENTE HARÁ PÚBLICA LA PROPUESTA PARA EL PRESUPUESTO DE 

CAPITAL DEL AÑO FISCAL 2018 EL 27 DE OCTUBRE 

El Superintendente de Montgomery County Public Schools, Jack R. Smith, hará pública su 

recomendación para el Presupuesto de Capital para el Año Fiscal 2018 y las enmiendas al Programa 

de Mejoras de Capital de los Años Fiscales 2017–2022 (Capital Improvements Program–CIP), el 

jueves, 27 de octubre. 

 

El Consejo de Educación del Condado de Montgomery llevará a cabo audiencias públicas sobre el 

CIP a las 7:00 p.m., el jueves, 10 de noviembre, y el lunes, 14 de noviembre, en el auditorio de 

Carver Educational Services Center, 850 Hungerford Drive, en Rockville. Las personas que deseen 

dar su opinión pueden llamar a la oficina del Consejo a partir del viernes, 28 de octubre, a las 9:00 

a.m. Se puede encontrar más información aquí. 

 

El Consejo de Educación tendrá una sesión laboral sobre el CIP a las 6:00 p.m., el jueves, 3 de 

noviembre. La adopción del CIP propuesto está programada tentativamente para el lunes, 21 de 

noviembre. 

 

VOLUNTEER TRAINING ON RECOGNIZING AND REPORTING CHILD ABUSE  
MCPS values the volunteers who work in our schools to enrich our students’ experiences. As a 

community, we all are mindful of our shared responsibility to create safe, nurturing environments 

for our students. The Montgomery County Board of Education has revised its child abuse policy, 

and MCPS has engaged in a comprehensive effort to implement practices and protocols to ensure all 

of our students have a safe learning environment.  
 

As part of this ongoing effort for the 2016–2017 school year, MCPS has developed training for all 

volunteers in the district to learn about recognizing and reporting child abuse and neglect. This 

online training takes about 30 minutes to complete and can be accessed through the MCPS website 

at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/. While we encourage all community 

members to engage in this important, informative training, currently we only require individuals 

who regularly support schools to complete the child abuse and neglect training.  

 

The online training will be available in Amharic, Chinese, French, Korean, Spanish, and 

Vietnamese by the end of September 2016. Parents/guardians will not be barred from participation 

in their schools due to the need for training accommodations.  

Answers to frequently asked questions are posted on the MCPS Child Abuse and Neglect webpage. 

MCPS is grateful for your commitment and partnership to ensure the safety of students. 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/boe/community/participation.aspx
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/boe/community/participation.aspx


CAPACITACIÓN PARA VOLUNTARIOS SOBRE CÓMO RECONOCER Y DENUNCIAR 

ABUSO INFANTIL  
MCPS valora a los voluntarios que trabajan en nuestras escuelas para enriquecer las experiencias de 

los estudiantes. Como comunidad, nosotros somos conscientes de nuestra responsabilidad 

compartida para crear entornos seguros y cálidos para nuestros estudiantes. El Consejo de 

Educación recientemente hizo una revisión a su política sobre abuso infantil, y MCPS se ha 

involucrado en un esfuerzo integral para implementar las prácticas y protocolos que aseguran que 

nuestros estudiantes tengan un entorno seguro donde aprender.  
 

Como parte de este esfuerzo continuo, para el ciclo escolar 2016–2017, MCPS ha desarrollado 

capacitación para los voluntarios, para prevenir, reconocer, y denunciar abuso y negligencia infantil 

en el distrito escolar. La capacitación en línea toma aproximadamente 30 minutos para ser 

completado y se puede ser acceder a través de la página de internet de MCPS 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/. Si bien alentamos a todos los miembros de 

la comunidad a participar en este entrenamiento importante e informativo, actualmente sólo se 

requiere que los individuos quienes apoyan en las escuelas regularmente completen la capacitación 

sobre Abuso y Negligencia Infantil.  
 

La capacitación en línea estará disponible en amárico, chino, francés, coreano, español y vietnamita 

para finales de septiembre 2016.No se impedirá la participación de los padres/guardianes en sus 

escuelas debido a la necesidad de adaptaciones.  

Respuestas a preguntas frecuentes están publicadas en la página de Internet de MCPS sobre Abuso 

y Negligencia Infantil. MCPS está agradecido por su compromiso y colaboración para asegurar la 

seguridad de los estudiantes.  
 

SIGN-UP FOR MCPS QUICKNOTES  
MCPS QuickNotes is a free e-mail service that provides subscribers with important news and 

information about MCPS programs and activities, plus emergency information. MCPS QuickNotes 

is offered in seven languages: English, Spanish, French, Korean, Chinese, Vietnamese, and 

Amharic. Visit www.mcpsquicknotes.org to subscribe.  
 

REGÍSTRESE PARA MCPS QUICKNOTES  
MCPS QuickNotes es un servicio gratuito por correo electrónico que ofrece a los usuarios 

información importante acerca de los programas y actividades de MCPS, además de información de 

emergencia. MCPS QuickNotes se ofrece en siete idiomas: inglés, español, francés, coreano, chino, 

vietnamita y amárico. Ingrese a www.mcpsquicknotes.org para subscribirse.  
 

HIGHLY GIFTED CENTER APPLICATIONS  
Applications for the Elementary Centers for the Highly Gifted (HGC) were mailed the first week of 

September directly to all parents of Grade 3 students in Montgomery County Public Schools 

(MCPS). This is a reminder that if you are interested in having your child considered for the HGC, 

you must complete the application and return it by November 4, 2016, to:  

 

HGC Application  

Division of Consortia Choice and Application Program Services  

11721 Kemp Mill Road, Silver Spring, MD 20902  
 

If for some reason you did not receive an application in the mail, and are interested in the program, 

contact the school or access it from the website at 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/. The packet also is available in 

Chinese, French, Korean, Spanish, and Vietnamese.  



 

ATTENTION ALL FAMILIES OF FIFTH GRADE STUDENTS!  
The application materials for the middle school magnet programs at Takoma Park Middle School 

and Eastern Middle School will be available online by October at 

www.montgomeryschoolmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms All fifth graders are eligible to apply. 

These are exciting opportunities for interesting and challenging experiences in middle school. The 

program at Takoma Park Middle School focuses on math, science, and computer science. The 

program at Eastern Middle School focuses on humanities and communication arts. Some important 

dates to remember:  

Friday, November 4, 2016 Application deadline, postmarked or delivered  

 

Please also visit www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/msmagnet for information about the 

Middle School Magnet Consortium programs at Argyle Middle School, Loiederman Middle School, 

and Parkland Middle School. The Choice Form is due November 4, 2016. Remaining information 

meetings and Open Houses are as follows:  

 

October 26, 2016 7:00 p.m. Argyle Magnet Middle School for Digital Design and  

         Development Open House 

 

REGISTRATION OPEN FOR NEW PARENT ACADEMY WORKSHOPS  
The MCPS Parent Academy offers parents and community members the opportunity to attend free 

workshops that provide information, resources, tools, and tips to support their children’s success in 

school. Don’t miss the fall season of workshops, which will be offered on a range of topics, 

including choosing the right college, helping teens manage stress, cybersafety and social media, 

special education, and recognizing and reporting child abuse and neglect. Parent Academy 

workshops are free. Childcare and interpretation services are provided at all sessions. A full list of 

courses is available online at www.mcpsparentacademy.org.  

 

ABIERTA LA INSCRIPCIÓN PARA LOS NUEVOS TALLERES DE LA ACADEMIA 

PARA PADRES  
La Academia para Padres de MCPS ofrece a los padres de familia y a los miembros de la 

comunidad la oportunidad de asistir a talleres gratuitos que proveen información, recursos, 

herramientas, y consejos para apoyar el éxito de sus hijos en la escuela. No se pierda la temporada 

de otoño de los talleres, que se ofrecerán en una variedad de temas, incluyendo cómo elegir la 

universidad correcta, cómo ayudar a los adolescentes a manejar el estrés, ciberseguridad y los 

medios sociales, educación especial, y cómo reconocer y denunciar abuso y negligencia infantil. 

Los talleres de la Academia para Padres son gratis. En todas las sesiones se provee servicio de 

cuidado infantil e interpretación de idiomas. La lista completa de los talleres está a disposición en 

línea en www.mcpsparentacademy.org.  

 

http://www.mcpsparentacademy.org/

