
Ashburton Elementary School 
6314 Lone Oak Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817 * 240-740-1300 

 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 

June 2018 
 

Dear Ashburton Parents/Guardians, 

 

I can’t believe how quickly the year has gone by! As we reflect back on the 2017-2018 school year, there 

were so many unforgettable events. We had Dads & Donuts, an author visit, the debut of Mr. Roth’s books, 

STEAM Night, Moms & Muffins, the Girls on the Run 5Ks, Spring Fling, an Earth Day observance, crops 

from our garden and the start of our addition project! The end of the year is always a busy time, but it is 

also a celebration of all that has been accomplished over the last ten months. I share your pride in the 

accomplishments your children have made in school this year and it has been rewarding to see all of the 

growth socially and academically for all of our children. Your children have amazing teachers in their 

classrooms and all that we have accomplished is a result of their hard work and passion. And, speaking of 

accomplishments, congratulations to the MCPS Class of 2025! I’m very proud of our fifth graders as they 

prepare to move on to middle school. This is a talented group of students, and we will really miss them!  

 

Though it seems hard to believe, we have been busy preparing for the 2018-2019 school year. This is the 

time of the year where we work through our staffing plans, our budgets, and our professional development 

programming. I want to share with you some anticipated changes as we plan for next year, but caution that 

due to Ashburton’s ever-changing enrollment, these plans can always adjust to better meet the needs of our 

students. We are projected to have five sections of Kindergarten, five of Grade 1, six of Grade 2, five of 

Grade 3, five of Grade 4, and six of Grade 5. As we do every year, we monitor our enrollment throughout 

the summer and adjust these numbers to make sure we are in alignment with the class-size recommendations 

prescribed by the Board of Education. It is important that we have an accurate picture of who will be joining 

us in the next school year. Please let us know if your children will not attend Ashburton next year and 

encourage new neighbors to enroll students as soon as possible.  

 

Our proposed staffing includes some changes as teachers leave Ashburton due to a variety of circumstances.  

The relocation of the remainder of our PEP program means Mrs. Annette Messier, Tonora Minor, 

paraeducator, and Mrs. Becky Mangan, Parent Educator, will move to Luxmanor Elementary School. Our 

PEP specialists, Barbara Barr, Rachel Makar and Hilliary Winter will be assigned new schools but may see 

school-aged children at Ashburton. We will miss our PEP students, families and staff; they have been a 

strong component of the Ashburton community for over twenty years. The following staff will also leave 

Ashburton for a variety of reasons and we wish them all the best in their new roles: 

 Mrs. Solmaz Attarpour, kindergarten teacher, has decided to stay home with her newborn son, Kian, 

next year. 

 Mrs. Kathryn Worden, kindergarten teacher, will 

relocate to Australia, with her husband and newborn 

daughter, Emmaline, on a military assignment.  

 Ms. Joanna Robbins, kindergarten teacher, has been 

selected to help open the new Bayard Rustin 

Elementary School and teach kindergarten.  

 Ms. Cait Krebs, first grade teacher, will relocate to 

Colorado to take on a special education position.  

 Ms. Andrea Segovia, third grade teacher, has been 

selected to take on a mathematics position at Silver 

Creek Middle School. 

 Mrs. Leslie Keane, will relocate to another Maryland 

county with her husband. Her baby is due in July. 

 

Calendar Updates- 
 

June 14- Awards Assembly for grades 3-

5, 9:15 a.m. 

June 14- Last Day of School for PEP 

June 15- Last Day of School for Students; 

Early Dismissal at 12:55 p.m.  
 

June 27- Report Cards Mailed from 

Central Office 
 

September 4- First Day of School                    

2017-18 School Year 

 



 Ms. Sarah Killory, fifth grade teacher, will take leave and follow a personal passion next year. 

 Ms. Allie Skiest, fifth grade teacher, will relocate to another county in Maryland.  

 Mr. Matt DuVall, fifth grade teacher, will relocate to another county in Maryland.  

 Ms. Maggie Price, counselor, will relocate to California.  

 Mr. Pete Frassrand, music teacher, is headed to Westover Elementary. 

 Mrs. Tina Ett, paraeducator, will retire after 18 years. She has been very dedicated to student 

success; particularly these last few years working with kindergarten and special education students. 

Mrs. Ett will be missed as she begins her next chapter in life- retirement, travel and a little subbing 

back at Ashburton.  

 

I also want to inform you that due to an enrollment decrease, partially from the PEP program relocation, 

we will no longer be assigned an ASA. This, unfortunately, means that Mrs. Nakia Sutton is headed to a 

new assignment. We have enjoyed Mrs. Sutton’s engagement with our staff, students and parents. We 

appreciate her skills as an administrator, her knowledge of teaching and her insight as a parent. We will 

really miss her next year as she moves on to Joann Leleck Elementary at Broad Acres. Additionally, our 

secretarial support was decreased which led to the departure of Mrs. Marinucci earlier this spring.  

 

We thank all of these staff members for the time they spent at Ashburton and the impact they made on our 

children and we wish them all the best in their exciting new opportunities! There are still positions that may 

change over the summer and we will keep you informed. 

 

Ashburton will be a busy place this summer but not as usual with camps and summer school with 

construction on both sides of the building. There may be some time the staff is out at meetings so please 

call ahead prior to visiting the office this summer.  

 
I am most grateful for our parents, who are always supportive and volunteer to help whenever we need 

them. Most recently, we had many parents volunteer for our field days and numerous field trips. We thank, 

Alicia Burgos, Marilyn Santiago Samimi, Nakia Harper, and Jill Washecka for a fabulous Spring Fling. I 

also want to thank Dana Chan, Sindhu Blume, Stacy Cohen and Ellen Robinson for coordinating the 5th 

grade celebration, Heather Serra and Alejandra Jauregui for coordinating the school store this year, and Liz 

Weirshousky for maintaining the PTA website and listerv and keeping us all informed and connected. A 

special thank you to the retiring PTA board members for countless hours of work for all children at 

Ashburton, Sharon Watts, PTA president, Alicia Burgos, Administrative VP, Allison Peppelman, 

Fundraising VP, Laura Chace and Amelia Risner-Butera, Memberships VP’s and Jack Donnelly, treasurer.  

We also appreciate the many parents that are helping with the end of the year celebrations.   

 

Thank you for all you do. I would also like to thank Michael Fays and Jon Chace for spearheading and 

running the Boys On the Move club for several years and to Harriett Contract for her leadership with Girls 

on the Run.  

 

The 2018-2019 supply list and a letter explaining the MCPS policy on student supplies will be sent home. 

It is  posted on our website http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/ashburtones/. 

 

In August you will receive an information packet in the mail. This packet will contain the calendar, lunch 

information, and bus schedules. Note that school starts on September 4th. There will also be information 

about a kindergarten/new parent meeting and Open House. Some of this information will be posted on our 

website or the MCPS website. Please also work with your child to do the summer math calendars or log 

that your child will bring home. Read with them, make frequent trips to the library for new books, and 

encourage them to keep their brains busy.  If you misplace the packet you may download them from our 

website.  

 

I wish you all the best for the summer and hope that you find time to rest, relax and read with your family! 

Have a wonderful summer break! 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/ashburtones/


 

Sincerely,  

 

       
 

Greg Mullenholz, Principal 

 

 
Summer Garden Watering Schedule 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4caaa92da0f94-ashburton 

        

              
Office Helpers: 

A special thanks to all of our office volunteers, coordinated by Ursula Luttmann; Marissa 

Faraclas, Rob Katz, Amelia Risner-Butera, Alicia Burgos, Yvonne Morrison, Sharon Watts, 

Carolyn Lieberman, and occasionally others. They have helped late arrivals sign-in, welcomed 

our visitors and pitched in with whatever was needed. We truly appreciate the support and enjoy 

having them the office.  

 

SGA: 

SGA (Student Government Association) will hold elections for officers in the fall.  

 
           

 

 

 

 

Stay Informed over the summer: 
Join the PTA listserv—go to AshburtonPTA.org to keep up to date with 

everything at Ashburton 

Accessing the Ashburton Google Calendar on your phone 
1. From your iPhone, open Safari and navigate to: sites.google.com/a/mcpsmd.net/aes-

calendar 

2. When the calendar appears, you will see the “+ Google Calendar” button on the bottom, 

right-hand side of the calendar. Click this button.   

3. If you already have a Google account and it is linked with your iPhone you will be 

prompted to “Add Calendar.” Select this option. 

4. If you do not have a Google account, you will be prompted to create one. In order to 

access the calendar and sync it with your device, you must have a Google account. 

5. After you create the account, select “Back to Calendar.” You should now be able to see 

the Ashburton Elementary School Google Calendar. Any time you log into Google 

Calendar from a desktop or mobile device, you will be able to see the Ashburton calendar. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4caaa92da0f94-ashburton


 

PEP Newsletter 
 
Dear Families, 

 

Our next theme is “Moving On”, and will 

run from May 28th to June 14th.  This 

theme will focus on all of the ways the 

children have grown and changed 

during the year.  We will explore subjects 

such as travel, diversity, culture, 

persistence, self-confidence, trying new 

things, and vacation.  Please see below 

for more detailed information, and 

suggestions on how to reinforce the new 

theme at home.   

 

Knowledge Focus:  Children reflect on 

all the ways they have grown and 

changed during the year. 

 

 Week 1:  Going New Places 

 Week 2:  Trying New Things/I Can 

Do It! 

 Week 3:  We’re Big Now! 

 

NOTES & REMINDERS: 

 

 The last day of school for PEP 

students is June 14th 

 

June Happenings in Kindergarten 
 

In Reading, we will continue to read 

informational text. We will focus on comparing 

two different texts on the same subject, as well 

as looking at the facts an author gives to support 

their point. 

 

Students will draw and write about their favorite 

experiences this year, such as their favorite 

book, special, etc.  We will continue to focus on 

writing conventions such as end punctuation and 

identifying nouns and verbs. 

 

In Math, we will continue to add and subtract 

numbers up to 5 fluently. We will also classify 

objects into categories, count and record the 

number of objects into categories and sort 

categories by count. 

 

In Science and Social Studies we will finish out 

our Kindergarten year continuing to look at how 

animals interact with their environment. In 

social studies, we will be discussing culture, 

family traditions and family heritage. 

 

Reminders! 

Thank you to all of the parents who helped out 

with field day; the kids had a great time! Please 

return ALL library books to the media center as 

soon as possible. Have a great summer! 

 

 First Grade News 
 

 

Dear First Grade Families, 

 

We can’t believe the year is almost 

over! What a wonderful year we’ve had in first 

grade!  We will be celebrating all of our 

students’ accomplishments during the last week 

of school.  Please stay tuned to hear about end of 

the year parties from your child’s classroom 

teacher. 

 

The last day of school is Friday, June 15th.  It is 

a half day for students.  

  

The math and reading summer homework will 

be coming home soon.  These items are optional, 

but will help your child practice 1st grade 

concepts from this year.  There are also many 

websites that students can use over the summer 

to help them get ready for second grade.  A few 

include:  

 http://www.sheppardsoftware.co

m/math.htm 

 www.starfall.com  

 http://www.sheppardsoftware.co

m/web_games_vocab.htm 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/math.htm
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/math.htm
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/web_games_vocab.htm
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/web_games_vocab.htm


 http://www.abcya.com/first_gra

de_computers.htm 

 http://www.storylineonline.net/ 

 

 Don’t forget to READ, READ, READ over 

the summer!  

 

We thank you for your support throughout the 

year in making this a successful year for all 

students!  Have a safe, relaxing, and fun summer 
       
 

      

Town News from Second Grade 
 

     The second grade team would like to 

thank all parents and guardians for 

working with us this year as we taught 

your children. We will certainly miss your 

kids as they move on to third grade! 

Please encourage them to stay in touch. 

It’s important for your children to 

continue reading regularly throughout the 

summer and to continue practicing their 

math facts and concepts throughout the 

next few months.  

     We have truly enjoyed teaching your 

children.  Thanks again for your support 

throughout the year.  Have a terrific 

summer!  
 

Third Grade Newsletter: June 

The 3rd grade teachers want to thank all the third 

graders and their families for a wonderful year! 

We enjoyed learning so many interesting things, 

from push and pull forces, to realistic and 

historical fiction characteristics, to economic 

principals and their applications, to writing 

fluently and ending our year with a fun trip to 

The Woodend Sanctuary. Please encourage your 

3rd grader to complete the reading challenge this 

summer, as well as continue to practice their 

multiplication facts each day.  Have a wonderful 

summer and thank you again for helping make 

this year a great one.  

 

News 4 You 
 

Wow! Is it June already? Where did the time 

go?  Our books for the Authors’ Conference 

were inspirational; the fourth grade students 

were very proud of their efforts. Remember 

to encourage your children to read, read, 

read and write, write, write this summer. On 

May 16th, we took our final field trip to 

historic St. Mary’s City.  Students had a 

wonderful time, and we are grateful for the 

parents who were able to join us! Students 

are encouraged to keep up with the studying 

of their basic math facts to be better 

prepared for fifth grade! 

It’s been a privilege having your child with 

us this year. We wish our students all the 

best! Have a wonderful summer! We know 

your child will make us proud as he/she 

enters fifth grade! 

 

Thank you, Mrs. Brenner, Ms. Cline,  

Ms. Greco, Mrs. Keane, Ms. Mullins,  

Mrs. Weaver, Mrs. Wloszczowski 

 

5th grade Newsletter 

The students have grown substantially in both 

their skills and their confidence as 

mathematicians.  We appreciate all of the 

encouragement you have offered. In these final 

weeks, the fifth grade math students are learning 

and applying the rules of geometry; reviewing 

and linking the many concepts covered this year; 

and venturing a bit into probability and statistics. 

The compacted math students are wrapping up 

the year analyzing and creating various 

statistical displays, determining what 

information can and cannot be derived from 

each type. 

 

The second group of social studies students is 

finishing the year discussing strategies for 

budgeting, saving, and investing and the 

http://www.abcya.com/first_grade_computers.htm
http://www.abcya.com/first_grade_computers.htm
http://www.storylineonline.net/


opportunities, along with the risks, created by 

credit and debt. The second group of science 

students is examining the history of genetic 

studies, especially those that lay the groundwork 

for genome mapping and genetic engineering. 

  

We have had a wonderful year in Reading and 
Writing this year!  Students have studied a wide 
variety of topics and learned valuable analysis 
skills for both literature and non fiction texts.  In 
June, we will be wrapping up our novel studies 
in Reading.  Students will be analyzing figurative 
language in poetry and in their novels.  Students 
will also be examining idioms and adages in 
class. 
 
We will be writing one more piece in Writing 
class.  Students will be writing an informative 
poem about an animal.  They will need to 
conduct research and create figurative language 

to include in the poems.  Students will also be 
working on here to insert line breaks and 
stanzas as they write. 
 
We encourage your child to read, read, read 
this summer to prepare for Middle 
School.  Thanks again for all of your support this 
year in language arts! 
 
Criteria for receiving Ashburton Award for 

Outstanding Academic Excellence: Students 

receiving this award demonstrated exceptional 

levels of achievement by scoring at or above the 

85th percentile on at least 5 of the 6 Measures of 

Academic Progress (commonly known as the 

MAP tests) administered this year.  Those 

students also received an overall grade of A in at 

least three major subjects and a B or better in the 

other 2 major subjects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Helping the Homeless  
We can make a difference! 

 

Housing Unlimited, Inc., in partnership with Ashburton Elementary School, 

recently provided an uplifting presentation to our 1st Graders about the many 

ways that community organizations are working to reduce homelessness in 

Montgomery County.  
 

This presentation tied into their current curriculum focus on the economy. 

Students saw that community organizations like Housing Unlimited engage 

many workers in their efforts.  Relevant jobs that are carried out include: 
 Construction workers   

 Electricians 

 Plumbers 

 Bankers 

 Accountants and Bookkeepers 

 Social Workers 

 

Let’s end homelessness in Montgomery County!  

We can do it!  
 

 For more information on Housing Unlimited Inc., please 

visit their website:  www.housingunlimited.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.housingunlimited.org/

