
Ashburton Elementary School 

6314 Lone Oak Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817 * 240-740-1300 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 

February 2017 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

It has been a busy start to the new year! We are off to a running start in 2018 and it has been great 

to see so many of you attending the many events we have had thus far. There have been plenty of 

amazing opportunities for our community to come together over the last month with PTA Bingo 

Night (thanks to Jodi Herman), a lovely instrumental music concert (thanks to Mr. Kepler and Mr. 

Vaughn, the hours of practice by the students, and the encouragement of the parents), and Career 

Afternoon (thanks to Andrea Gillespie and Maggie Price for coordinating the event and the many, 

many parents who made it a great success). As we begin the third quarter, I would like to recognize 

Ashburton students for working hard throughout the first semester. We have seen tremendous 

growth in all of our students through the first half of the year and look forward to continuing that 

through the second half of the year. Please take time to review your child’s report card in order to 

set goals for the rest of the year. Maybe a goal is to read more, write more, or simply go for a walk 

and talk about what they learned in school today. Report cards will be distributed on February 8th. 

Included in the report card envelope will be an MCPS form 230-35, Bullying, Harassment or 

Intimidation Reporting Form that we are required to send home at the start of the quarter.  

What a winter so far; one day it’s freezing cold, the next day it’s delightfully mild. We appreciate 

your flexibility with the late openings, early 

dismissal, and school closures. MCPS prioritizes the 

safety of staff and students and the system often 

faces tough decisions with regard to weather! While 

the weather has been up and down, we still have the 

possibility of winter weather coming our way. I 

encourage you to be prepared: make sure that you 

know how to find out about early releases or delayed 

openings through local television and radio 

announcements and have conversations with your 

children about what to do in case of an unplanned 

early release. An additional resource for you to get 

texts or emails directly about school closings (and 

other local information, such as traffic delays) is 

Alert Montgomery alert.montgomerycountymd.gov.  

Looking out your window may not tell you about 

conditions in other parts of the county, which 

impacts school buses. Additionally, on the delayed 

opening students MAY NOT be dropped off until 

10:40 a.m.  Additionally, since we already used the 

two snow days that were built into the calendar for 

the school year, any additional school closures for 

 

Upcoming Events 

February 6- PTA Meeting and STEAM 

Night, 6:00 p.m. 

February 9- PTA’s Movie Night “Trolls” 

Feb. 13- New/Kindergarten Parent 

Meeting, 2:15 p.m. 

February 14- Valentine’s Day Parties @ 

2:15 p.m. 

February 19- President’s Day Holiday- 

schools closed 

Feb. 20-23- No PEP Classes; Home Visits 

March 1-Principal and Parents Coffee 

9:15-10:00 a.m. 

March 2- Early release at 12:55; PTA’s 

Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

March 4- Barnes and Noble Day, Rockville 

location, 1:00-3:00 p.m.  

alert.montgomerycountymd.gov


emergency weather will result in the need to use some or all of the designated make-ups days in 

order to meet the State-required 180 school days.  

 If there is one more emergency weather closure, then the school year will be extended to 

June 13, 2018.  

 If there are two, then it will be extended to June 14. 

 If there are three, then it will be extended to June15. 

 If there are four, then March 26, 2018 will be used as a make-up (the first day of spring 

break). 

 If there are five, then March 27, 2018 will be used as a make-up (the second day of spring 

break will be used).  

 If the school year is extended past June 12, it will be a full day of school and the last day 

will be an early release day.  

Please update your contact information by going on the myMCPS Portal; the phone numbers and 

email addresses are used for the school to contact you in case your child is sick but also for the 

myMCPS Connect outreach messages. The system has been updated and we can now send to more 

email addresses per student and even to specific groups. This makes having the correct email 

addresses even more critical so that you are getting information in a timely fashion. 

I hope to see you at many of our events throughout the month of February.  

Sincerely,  

 

Greg Mullenholz, Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IMPORTANT UPDATES, INFORMATION, AND REMINDERS 

SAFETY AND SECURITY REMINDERS 

Montgomery County Public Schools has been evaluating safety and security at all levels. At Ashburton, 

we take the safety and security of our school seriously and work to still welcome parents into the school 

to volunteer in classrooms, help with lunch or recess or assist with special projects. We hope you 

continue to feel that you are valued at Ashburton while helping us maintain a safe and secure school.  

As this is a new year, we wanted to remind you of some of our safety procedures. All visitors in the 

building must check in at the main office, receive a visitor’s badge and wear it.  

 Children who arrive after 9:00 a.m. may not be accompanied to the classroom by a parent 

unless the parent has signed it at the office and there is a specific need (such as, carrying a 

heavy project).  

 Parents must make arrangements with the teacher prior to volunteering. 

 Parents should not use volunteer time to speak with teachers about their own child’s progress. 

 All volunteers must take the MCPS on-line course, Recognizing and Reporting Child Abuse 

and Neglect.  

 Please call or email your child’s teacher if you wish to set up a conference. If you show up 

during the day, the teacher most likely will not be able to speak with you. 

 Parents or any outside MCPS consultants, who wish to do an observation, rather than 

volunteer, must schedule a time with both the teacher and a school administrator.  

 All doors to the school building will remain locked during the day and open for arrival and 

dismissal. Please do not ask anyone to open a door for you, other than buzzing in the front 

door.  

 

ENRICHMENT IN READING! 

Beginning in Marking Period Three, the Reading/Language Arts curriculum in grades 3-5 reading will 

include implementation of the William and Mary Program. This is a research-based program that is 

recommended for highly able students and students with the potential or motivation to accept more 

challenging instruction. Through Curriculum 2.0, which is the MCPS curriculum based on the Common 

Core State Standards, all students are introduced to some of the William and Mary strategies and 

selected readings from the units as a way to promote enrichment and acceleration for all students. These 

strategies will be used throughout the rest of the year for all students at their instructional level as they 

continue to receive differentiated instruction that will enhance their reading, writing, and critical 

thinking skills. Our teachers have been working in collaboration with the Division of Accelerated and 

Enriched Instruction to promote more and varied opportunities for enrichment and acceleration for all 

students and we are excited about this change! One of the hallmarks of daily guided reading in MCPS 

is the differentiated approach that our teachers take to meet the needs of a variety of learners. In addition 

to the rigorous instruction that is currently built into Curriculum 2.0, all students in grades K-5 will 

continue to have access to the Junior Great Books program which promotes shared inquiry while 

exposing students to rich and thought-provoking literature. All reading instruction will continue to be 

delivered in the student's reading class by their amazing reading teacher. Should you have any questions, 

please feel free to reach out to Ms. Elaraj, Reading Specialist, at Anita_M_Elaraj@mcpsmd.org. To 

hear more about our work around enrichment and acceleration in literacy for all students, join us at the 

March 1st Principal and Parents Coffee! 

 

 

 

 



VALENTINE’S DAY PARTIES 

Valentine parties will be held on February 14th from 2:15-3:15 p.m. Teachers will provide 

parents with class lists (or numbers of students) so that each child can bring a card for each 

classmate. We also ask that snacks be as nutritious as possible and be very careful about 

food allergies! Your room parents and classroom teacher will be organizing the class party. If your 

child does not celebrate Valentine’s Day, Ms. Price and Mrs. Gillespie will send home information 

about an alternate activity.  Please do not bring balloons in for students as they are not allowed on the 

bus. 

 

HEALTH ROOM NEWS 

Parents and staff have reported to the health room a number of confirmed cases of the flu, which is 

consistent with what the news is reporting.  Please remind your children to wash their hands 

frequently- under hot, soapy running water for at least 30 seconds to prevent the spread of germs; call 

the school and report when your child is sick. Do not send children to school when they are sick. 

Children should be fever-free and medication free for 24 hours to return to school.  

 

NATIONAL SCHOOL COUNSELOR’S WEEK- FEBRUARY 5-9 

We are so lucky to have great school counselors, Mrs. Gillespie and Ms. Price! During this national 

recognition week, consider taking the time to thank them with a card or letter for all that they do for 

our students and families. 

 

KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION, APRIL 26 AND 27, 2018 

Our Kindergarten Orientation will be held on April 26th and 27th for all children who will turn 5 by 

September 1, 2018. Please register from this link or on the school website 

http://bit.ly/AshburtonKO2018. Also, please encourage neighbors with pre-school aged children to 

contact us. Kindergarten parents, please note that your children will not have school on those two dates.  

 

THE TRANSFER PROCESS 

CHANGE OF SCHOOL ASSIGNMENT AND SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

Montgomery County School policy states that students are assigned to public schools based on their 

place of residence or in accordance with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) and are expected 

to attend their assigned school. To attend a different school, the student must document a unique 

hardship or fall within one of the exempt categories. (MCPS Policy JEE and Regulation JEE-RA). 

Students are to attend their home schools based on primary residence (where you sleep at night) unless 

there is a documented hardship and an approved Change of School Assignment (COSA). If a family 

moves mid-year and it is in the best interest of the student to remain in the current school for the rest of 

the year, a COSA must be filled out at the time of the move. Preference to remain in the original school 

is considered. We have the forms in our school office or they are available on the MCPS website. 

Completed forms are turned in to the new home school. The information booklet and form for requesting 

a change of school assignment for school year 2018-2019 is available on-line and in the school office. 

Forms are due by April 1, 2018. To make a request to attend a school other than your home school, you 

need to document unique hardship (not just childcare needs) or have one of the exemptions listed on the 

COSA Information Booklet.  

Please communicate with the school administration if you move, have special living circumstances, or 

need help with this process. We must have your legal residence documentation on file for all students.  

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__bit.ly_AshburtonKO2018&d=DwMFaQ&c=fgAH0TEak9hSJygxoVsafg&r=QpTXsku0tIPlaaa7KNMLLHp2-0peKZSpg_QEzfiVVX4&m=SzfLT5TjFODHU1KDg9BafqFrUdVWApeSVWeRtOXNON4&s=_7a3smLLG5f_I9G_VdezhqgBp03fc3qgRZW6l9rdQR4&e=


PEP Newsletter 

Dear Families, 

Our next theme is “Imagine It, Make 

It”, and will run from January 29th to 

March 3rd.  This theme will focus on 

exploring creativity and using 

imagination.  We will explore art, 

dance, dramatic play, building, and 

music.  Please see below for more 

detailed information, and 

suggestions on how to encourage 

art appreciation and creative 

expression at home.   

Knowledge Focus:  Children learn 

how imagination and creativity 

shape our world. 

 Week 1:  Using My 

Imagination (Shapes) 

 Week 2:  Tools We Use 

 Week 3:  Things We Build (3 

Little Pigs) 

 Week 4:  Art All Around Us 

(Sesame Street) 
 

NOTES & REMINDERS: 

 There is no school for PEP 

students on February 19th - 

February 23rd and March 2nd. 

 

Thank you for your continued 

support!   

February Happenings in 

Kindergarten 

 

 

We have a lot of fun events this month in 

kindergarten!  We will be having our class 

Valentine’s Day Party on Wednesday, 

February 14th, starting at 2:15PM.  You will 

be receiving more information about the 

party from the Room Parents.  We plan on 

celebrating the 100th Day of School this 

month.  Please look out for more 

information regarding that special day. 

Kindergarteners will receive report cards for 

the second quarter of school.  Students will 

be bringing home their Data Notebooks as 

well.  Please review your child’s progress 

and then return the Data Notebooks 

promptly to school.  Thank you for your 

continued support! 

 

  
First Grade News 

Dear First Grade Families, 

 It is already February and we 

are now in Quarter 3! This month 

we will be studying geography. We 

will be learning about our planet 

earth and where we are on the map. 

We will study earth’s natural and 

human made features along with its 

continents and oceans. 

In math we will be studying 

measurement and learning to 

measure various objects using 

nonstandard units of measurement 

like paper clips, beans, blocks, etc. 

Students will learn to compare the 

lengths of objects using 

measurement vocabulary.  



We will have our Valentine’s 

party on February 14th at 2:15 pm. 

Please stay tuned for information on 

your child’s class party! Also in 

February students will also get a 

chance to celebrate the 100th day of 

school. It’s going to be an exciting 

month! 

Thank you for your continued 

support. We look forward to another 

exciting quarter in first grade! 

 Sincerely, 

 The First Grade Team 

                        

Second Grade 

Town News 

Hello second 

grade parents! It’s hard 

to believe that we’re 

already beginning quarter 3. This year is 

flying by! This month we learn about 

technology and how it changes over time. 

We’ll be exploring important inventions and 

inventors and how they changed the way 

we work, live and play. In math we will be 

exploring measurement. February also 

brings our annual Valentine’s Party, held on 

February 14th. More information about this 

party will be coming out soon, but in the 

meantime, please contact your child’s 

teacher if you’d like to help out with this 

fun event.  

Third Grade Newsletter 

Hello, February!  Third graders are hitting 

the ground running to start the 3rd marking 

period.  We are looking forward to our 

second field trip February 23rd to the 

Discovery Theater at the National History 

Museum to view a spectacular performance 

which will introduce us to young heroes—

and calls to join them in changing the world.  

We are also looking forward to celebrating 

Valentine’s Day during class parties on the 

afternoon of February 14th.  While the 

mathematical focus this marking period is 

fractions, please continue to review 

multiplication and division facts at home.  In 

writing, students will begin to learn 

persuasion strategies to write a persuasive 

paragraph on a notable person/place or a 

proposed solution to a problem.  Families 

may see these persuasion techniques tried 

out at home!  As always, please contact your 

child’s teacher if you have any questions! 

News 4 You 

How quickly time flies! We have 

already begun the third marking 

period! As we head into the second 

half of the school year, we want to 

remind you of a few things. Look for 

weekly Star Charts to come home on 

Fridays. Please discuss goals with 

your child and the progress they 

make on a weekly basis. The Star 

Chart should be returned to school 

the following Monday with a 

signature! In writing, students will be 

researching weather to answer 

inquiry questions.  They will use this 

research to craft a feature 

article.  Please remember to have 

your student bring headphones to 

school.  We will use them in reading 

and for our next writing project. We 

wanted to remind you how 

important it is for every student to be 

proficient with his/her basic math 

facts of all four operations. Basic 

facts are the foundation of many 

years of math that lie ahead. We are 

trying to emphasize the importance 



of fact mastery now because when 

your student starts 5th grade, it is 

assumed all facts are mastered. 

Students are starting their chemistry 

unit in science, which begins by 

focusing on weather! What a drastic 

change we have seen in our 

weather patterns from warm days a 

couple of weeks ago to frigid 

temperatures and icy days! Be on 

the lookout for a field trip form in a 

few weeks. We will be going to 

Annapolis in March! Please be sure 

you are restocking your student’s 

school supplies. Many students come 

to school without a pencil! Having 

the necessary school supplies is part 

of being prepared for learning each 

day! We are also in need of some 

classroom supplies. If you are at the 

store and would like to donate, 

please help us stay germ free by 

purchasing some Clorox wipes, hand 

sanitizer, liquid soap, and tissues! 

Thank you in advance, as we try to 

keep healthy kids and staff in school 

and germs out! 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Brenner, Ms. Cline, Ms. 

Greco, Mrs. Keane, Ms. 

Mullins, Mrs. Weaver, and Mrs. 

Wloszczowski 

 

Fifth Grade News 

Math 

The Math 5 students are continuing to figure 

out how to perform math operations with 

fractions and how to model the operations. 

As you have seen work come home, you 

may have noted that we did not go directly 

to solving problems using the multiplication 

algorithm.  We are creating equations and 

providing the foundation for the algorithm 

by using area models and number line 

models.  The students are applying new 

vocabulary to their work with fractions, such 

as expressing the concept of fractional 

multiplication as resizing. They also are 

applying some of the strategies previously 

used in adding and subtracting fractions, 

such as partitioning. The goal of this 

approach is to ensure that kids will not 

simply solve math problems accurately, but 

also be able to explain why the answers 

make sense. They will use these skills when 

dividing fractions and when solving word 

problems that require them to determine 

which operation to use and then to perform 

the operation correctly.    

The compacted math students currently are 

working on dividing decimals and looking 

toward using number lines to demonstrate 

the relationships among integers and other 

rational numbers to order and compare 

numbers in realistic contexts.  Those 

contexts include distances, finances, and 

temperatures. Students will describe and 

apply the concept of absolute value and its 

notation to show a number’s distance from 

zero on the number line and to recognize 

that opposite numbers have the same 

absolute value. They will apply these 

understandings to distinguish comparisons 

of absolute value from statements about 

order, recognizing that absolute value 

concerns the magnitude of a positive or 

negative quantity. 

The students will then work with pairs of 

integers, plotting them on four quadrant 

coordinate planes.  They will identify the 

reflective relationship between pairs 

when the signs are the only differences 

between them. The students will 

determine the absolute value of distances 

between points on a coordinate plane 

and they will venture into creating 

geometric shapes on coordinate planes. 



Social Studies 

In social studies, the students have 

shifted from studying the political 

foundation of our nation to the 

geographic formation of it.  They are 

learning about settlement patterns and 

the conditions that influence them. The 

students will analyze the modifications 

humans have been made to the 

environment and the positive and 

negative consequences of those 

modifications. Students will learn about 

rural, suburban, and urban living and 

their respective advantages and 

disadvantages. They will consider the 

benefits and drawbacks and will 

advocate for or against living in the 

suburbs, based on the consequences they 

have identified.  

In the course of looking at the bases for 

settlement patterns, we’ll explore the 

developments in transportation and the 

roots of our current systems in our early 

transportation infrastructure and how 

those early systems led to the “birth” and 

growth of towns and cities in Maryland 

and the United States. In analyzing the 

changes that changed the topography 

and the settlement patterns, they will see 

how land use and urban growth have 

been influenced by governmental 

decisions. 

Science 

The students began the astronomy unit, 

sharing what they know about stars, 

planets, and other celestial objects. 

Though investigations in this unit can be 

a challenge, they are diving into hands-

on work, picking up where they left off 

last quarter, creating communication 

devices, specifically CubeSats.  As they 

create models, they will be considering 

CubeSat functions and possibilities. The 

students will work collaboratively to 

design and construct model CubeSats 

and then use their engineering skills to 

test and critique their models. They also 

will be considering the types of payloads 

they might be able to include 

successfully in their CubeSats. 

The students then will explore how 

scientists observe objects and 

phenomena in the universe and how the 

properties of light are observed, 

described, and measured. They will learn 

about stars, how they are similar and 

different and how the stars help us 

observe, describe, and explain other 

objects in the universe. They will be 

applying what they know about rotations 

and revolutions to explain patterns in the 

universe and what something as simple 

as a changing shadow demonstrates. 

Students typically have a lot of fun 

making discoveries in this unit. If you 

are aware of an upcoming celestial event 

you think the students might enjoy 

observing, please get in touch with Ms. 

Skiest or Ms. Killory, so that we can be 

on the lookout for it. 

In Reading, students are exploring the 

Poetry genre.  We are reading and analyzing 

poems by Langston Hughes and Pat Mora.  

We encourage you to read poems by other 

authors at home!  We will also begin our 

study of Graphic Novels this month—a 

genre that students enjoy.   

In Writing, students are in the process of 

writing an Opinion Essay based on research.  

They will be using their notes to help craft 

strong arguments in their essays.  Students 

will also learn how to plan and write a 

counterargument. 



WATTS UP POSTER CONTEST 

Ashburton is holding its First Annual Watt’s 

Up? Poster contest from March 1-8 

sponsored by the Green Team.  The goal of 

the MCPS SERT poster contest is to raise 

awareness about the importance of energy 

conservation and responsible recycling.  

This year’s theme is SERT In Our School.  

Students in Kindergarten- 5th grade and 

staff members are invited to enter a poster 

that encourages others to conserve energy 

and recycle responsibly.  Posters should be 

no smaller than 8.5” x 11” and must not 

exceed 18” x 24.”  Three winners from each 

grade will be entered into the county-wide 

contest. Posters must have a completed 

entry form attached to the back of the 

poster that includes a parent signature.  

Show everyone what Ashburton does to be 

“green!” 

 


