
Ashburton Elementary School 

6314 Lone Oak Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817 * 301-571-6959 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 

June, 2016 
 

Dear Ashburton Parents/Guardians, 
 

I can’t believe how quickly my first year has gone by! It has been an amazing year and I have enjoyed 

getting to know all of you and all of our stellar students. The end of the school year is a busy time as we 

wrap-up the current year and also begin to prepare for the new school year.  I share your pride in the progress 

your children have made in school this year and it has been fantastic to see all of the growth in academics 

and stature for so many of our children.  

 

We have some very exciting news this spring- due to the lobbying efforts of many parents, the County 

Council has approved funding to reduce class size by one student. This new allocation of resources means 

that we will have an additional classroom teacher, who will be placed in grade two. The plan to reduce class 

size is part of the comprehensive plan by MCPS to address the needs of our students by reducing class-size 

in an effort to close the achievement gap and will make a difference at Ashburton.  In addition to the teacher 

allocation, the County Council has recognized and funded the needs of larger elementary schools by 

providing us with a half-time counselor position. Additionally, in terms of making some things more equal 

for large elementary school, we are going to get an additional MCPS provided large copier for the school.  

 

I’m very proud of our fifth graders as they prepare to move on to middle school. This is a large group of 

students with many talents and accomplishments, and we will really miss them! This class, the WJ class of 

2023 will be my first to be promoted to sixth grade and the first class that I see walk across the stage at high 

school graduation! To celebrate their accomplishments, we have a number of events planned. The PTA will 

hold a celebration for the fifth graders on June 10th. We will have our promotion ceremony on Wednesday, 

June 15th at 7:00 p.m. at WJ High School. While many of the awards are given out at the promotion 

ceremony for fifth graders, we will also hold an awards 

ceremony for all students in grade 3-5 on June 17th. Parents 

are welcome to attend at 10:00 a.m. Students in grades K-2 

receive awards in their classrooms.  

 

I feel very fortunate to be working at a school with so many 

involved and committed parents. For instance, in 

collaboration with our PTA’s Wellness Committee, we 

requested MCPS add a salad bar to our school lunch program. 

The bar is quite popular as children pick out many healthy, 

vegetables and fruits to add to their lunches. The launch of this 

pilot program is very successful and we thank our parent 

volunteers for their help to make it run smoothly. We will start 

offering the salad bar after the second week of school next fall. 

We also appreciate the parents who are creating our 

 

Calendar Updates- 
 

June 17- Awards Assembly for 

grades 3-5, 10:00 a.m. 

June 17- Last Day of School for 

PEP 
 

June 20- Last Day of School for 

Students; Early Dismissal at 12:35 

p.m. (Rescheduled snow day) 
 

June 27- Report Cards Mailed from 

Central Office 
 

August 29- First Day of School                    

2016-17 School Year 

 



Ashburton garden. It is blossoming and beautiful! Come and visit it or offer to help water and weed in the 

summer. We can always use an extra hand. 

 

We also had a wonderful first Ashburton Fun Run. After rescheduling due to rain and cold, we had the 

perfect day on June 7th. The Fun Run Committee, Veronica Bendit, Michael Caine, Yusef Battle, Laura 

Chase, Alison Santighian, Richard Hsu, and Andrea Gillespie, did an incredible job planning, gathering 

supplies, and the goodies from our local businesses. We also thank Michael for the donation of bananas 

from Chopt and Mr. Hsu for being our awesome DJ. All of the students had a great time whether they 

walked or ran many laps. Thanks to the PTA for supporting this effort with manpower, medals, and great 

ideas. Thanks to the many parent volunteers and those of you who even came to cheer your children on 

with signs, high-fives, and cowbells! 

 

I am very grateful for our amazing staff, some of the finest educators in Montgomery County. As a whole 

this is an incredibly dedicated group of teachers. Our special education staff were recognized at the 

MCCPTA Special Education Awards Ceremony as both an Outstanding Educator, Abby Locke, and our 

LAD and PEP staff as a whole.  
 

 

I want to share with you some anticipated changes as we plan for next year, but caution that due to 

Ashburton’s ever-changing enrollment, these could be tentative. We are allocated to have eight sections of 

PEP, five of Kindergarten, five of Grade 1, six of Grade 2, six of Grade 3, five of Grade 4, and five of Grade 

5. We are closely monitoring kindergarten enrollment as we are seeing a very large number of 

kindergarteners. Please let us know if your children will not attend Ashburton next year and encourage new 

neighbors to enroll students as soon as possible.  

 

Our proposed staffing includes some changes as teachers leave Ashburton due to personal circumstances.   

 Ms. Roxanne Bell, PEP Pilot teacher, will move to California and pursue a Masters Degree while 

teaching in the Los Angeles Unified School District.  

 She will be joined in LAUSD by Mrs. Beth DiMartino, PEP Classic teacher, who is moving with 

her family to California.  

 Ms. Joanna Robbins, kindergarten teacher, will take a leave of absence for a year in Puerto Rico. 

  Mrs. Yvie Killian, K/1/2 LAD/resource teacher, will be staying in the WJ cluster as a Biology 

teacher at Walter Johnson High School.  

 Ms. Julie Bilenker, third grade teacher, will move to Atlanta, GA with her fiancé.  

 Ms. Ashley Campbell, fifth grade teacher, will move to Bradley Hills ES.  

 Ms. Emma Sullivan, Grade 5 LAD/resource teacher will move to Texas with her fiancé.  

 Ms. Molly Beiting, our speech pathologist, will pursue opportunities out of state.  

 Diane Golden, part-time ESOL, will retire after 32 years as a teacher; she taught kindergarten for 

many years and the last eight as an ESOL teacher at Ashburton.  

 Mr. Stephen Boyd will be teaching more classes at his home school.  

 Dr. Mary Whalen, part-time music, will take a leave of absence to sail from Chile to Maryland.   

 Ms. Erin Hemming will teach full-time at another MCPS school. 

 Mr. Darren Kaufman will teach part-time next year at his home school.  

 Ms. Maria Sparks, part-time speech, will teach at another MCPS school.  

We wish all of the best to these staff members and thank them for the time they spent at Ashburton and the 

impact they made on our children.  



Some of our staff members will teach a different grade in order to accommodate changes in enrollment per 

grade level: 

 Mrs. Kathryn Worden, second grade teacher, will teach Kindergarten.  

 Mrs. Kara Cosgrove will teach the Kindergarten LAD/resource students.  

 Ms. Shagun Mathur was married this spring and will go by her new name, Mrs. Patil, in the fall. 

She will continue as a first grade teacher. 

 

Some positions will be filled with new staff: 

 Ms. Marci Serfaty will teach PEP; she comes to us from Sherwood ES;  

 Mrs. Maureen Ryan, will be a special education/resource teacher and comes with a wealth of 

experience in special education at the school and central office level;  

 Ms. Mackensie Miller will be joining the fifth grade team and supporting our students with IEPs, 

coming to us from Ronald McNair ES;  

 Ms. Kelly Calkin will teach grade 3; she is also coming from Ronald McNair ES;  

 Mrs. Shannan Fratto, will join our ESOL staff, she has been on maternity leave and taught 

previously in MCPS;  

 Ms. Kelly Mullen, currently at Viers Mill ES, will be our new 1/2 LAD/Resource teacher.  

 Mrs. Lynn Lewis will return as a part-time Art teacher;  

 Ms. Jennifer O’Neil will also teach grade 3, she has been teaching grade 3 at College Gardens ES.  

 Mr. Rich House will teach PE; he is currently at Somerset ES.  

 Ms. Katie Sakin will be our new speech pathologist.  

We welcome all of the new staff that will be joining our amazing community and we will keep you informed 

when we hire new staff during the summer.  

Ashburton will be a busy place this summer but not as usual with camps and summer school. There will be 

no summer programs, camps, or classes here due to a number of renovation and construction projects. The 

entire school is being painted, inside and out. Our fire alarm system is being updated throughout the building 

and an extensive HVAC project will be undertaken in the main office area. The office will be open, but we 

will be relocated within the building during part of the summer. There may be some time the staff is out at 

meetings so please call ahead prior to visiting the office this summer.  
 

I am most grateful for our parents, who are always supportive and volunteer to help whenever we need 

them. Most recently, we had many parents volunteer for our field days and numerous field trips. We thank, 

Jen Luna, Lisa Fishberg, Lisa Wexler and Allison Peppelman for a fabulous Spring Fling. I also want to 

thank Wendy Calhoun and Jen Luna for coordinating the 5th grade celebration, Heather Serra and Stacy 

Kaminiski for coordinating the school store this year, and Liz Weirshousky for creating the new PTA 

website and listerv and keeping us all informed and connected and to Sashi Ramaswany, the PTA newsletter 

editor. Thanks also to Christina Olsen for coordinating our Memorial Day observance with our military 

family members greeting students as they entered the door. We also appreciate the many parents that are 

helping with the end of the year celebrations.   
 

I want to thank the PTA leaders for their commitment to our students and school. In particular, I thank the 

outgoing officers, especially, Laura Chace for her dedication to the school as PTA President this year. We 

appreciate her commitment to Ashburton and the many hours she has spent as a parent leader. Thanks also 

to outgoing officers Tom McCarty and Jennifer Lewis for their commitment to Ashburton and our 

community. Thank you for all you do. 
 



In August you will receive an information packet in the mail. This packet will contain the calendar, lunch 

information, and bus schedules. There will also be information about a kindergarten/new parent meeting 

and Open House. Some of this information will be posted on our website or the MCPS website. The Student 

Supply list will go home soon, but is also posted on our website 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/ashburtones/. 

 

Please work with your child to do the summer math packet and reading log that your child will bring home. 

Read with them, make frequent trips to the library for new books, and encourage them to keep their brains 

busy.  If you misplace the packet you may download them from our website.  
 

I hope to see you during the next few days, including the end of year Awards Ceremony for grades 3-5, and 

many classroom end-of-year celebrations.  While all 3rd through 5th grade parents are welcome to attend the 

awards ceremony, many of the awards are announcements and parents should not feel compelled to take 

off work to attend. Please note that the last day of school for K-5 students is June 20th and students will be 

dismissed at 12:45 p.m. 
 

Have a wonderful summer break with your children! 

        Sincerely,  

 

 

Greg Mullenholz, Principal 

Stay Informed over the summer: 

Join the PTA listserv—go to AshburtonPTA.org to keep up to date with everything at 

Ashburton 

Accessing the Ashburton Google Calendar on your phone 

1. From your iPhone, open Safari and navigate to: sites.google.com/a/mcpsmd.net/aes-calendar 

2. When the calendar appears, you will see the “+ Google Calendar” button on the bottom, right-

hand side of the calendar. Click this button.   

3. If you already have a Google account and it is linked with your iPhone you will be prompted to 

“Add Calendar.” Select this option. 

4. If you do not have a Google account, you will be prompted to create one. In order to access 

the calendar and sync it with your device, you must have a Google account. 

5. After you create the account, select “Back to Calendar.” You should now be able to see the 

Ashburton Elementary School Google Calendar. Any time you log into Google Calendar from a 

desktop or mobile device, you will be able to see the Ashburton calendar. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/ashburtones/


              

PEP Newsletter 

Dear Families, 

Our next theme is “Moving On”, 

and will run from May 26th to 

June 12th.  This theme will focus 

on all of the ways the children have 

grown and changed during the year.  

We will explore subjects such as travel, 

diversity, culture, persistence, self-

confidence, trying new things, 

graduation, and Kindergarten.   

Sample Vocabulary:   

Travel, trip, visit, peace, world, country, 

state, ocean, mountain, desert, river, 

forest, challenge, encourage, try, finish, 

goal, quit, Kindergarten, practice, 

proud, succeed, success, graduate 

Story Time and Suggested Reading:   

 We’re Going On a Lion Hunt, by 

David Axtell 

 The Little Engine That Could, by 

Watty Piper 

 Can You Say Peace?, by Karen 

Katz 

 In Our Country, by Susan 

Canizares 

 Giraffes Can’t Dance, by Giles 

Andreae & Guy Parker-Rees 

 Little Bat, by Tania Cox 

 Leo the Late Bloomer, by Robert 

Kraus 

 Read and Rise, by Sandra L. 

Pinkley 

 Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready for 

Kindergarten, by Joseph Slate 

 The Day Jimmy’s Boa Ate the 

Wash, by Trinka Hakes Noble 

 Chicka Boom, by Bill Martin, Jr. 

and John Archambault 

 If You Take a Mouse to School, by 

Laura Numeroff 

 Clifford Gets a Job, by Normal 

Bridwell 

 

NOTES & REMINDERS: 

 The last day of PEP is June 17th 

         

The PEP Team 

 

June Happenings in Kindergarten 

Thank you to all of the parents who helped out 

with field day - the kids had a great time! 

Please return all library books to the media 

center as soon as possible. We look forward to 

seeing you at our End of Year Celebration on 

Tuesday, June 14th at 2:15 p.m. Second semester 

report cards will be mailed home at the end of 

the month. We had a great year in 

Tuesday, June 14th at 2:15 pm.  Second 

semester report cards will be mailed home at the 

end of the month.  We had a great year in 

kindergarten and enjoyed getting to know all of 

the families this year!  We hope everyone has a 

great summer! 
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First Grade News:  

  Dear First Grade Families: 

We can’t believe the year is almost 

over!   It has been a fantastic year in first grade.  

We will be celebrating all of the 

accomplishments our students’ had in the 

coming weeks.  Please stay tuned to hear about 

end of the year parties from your child’s 

classroom teacher. 

The last day of school is Monday, June 20th.  It is 

a half day for students.  

The math and reading summer homework will 

be coming home soon.  These items are 

optional, but will help your child practice 1st 

grade concepts from this year.  There are also 

many websites that students can use over the 

summer to help them get ready for second 

grade.  A few include:  

 http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/ma
th.htm 

       www.starfall.com  

 http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/we
b_games_vocab.htm 

 http://www.abcya.com/first_grade_co
mputers.htm 

 http://www.storylineonline.net/ 
 

 Don’t forget to READ, READ, READ over the 

summer!  

We thank you for your support throughout the 

year to make it successful for all students!  Have 

a safe, relaxing, fun summer     

   

Town   

News from Second Grade 
 

     The second grade team would like to 

thank all parents and guardians for 

working with us this year as we taught 

your children. We will certainly miss your 

kids as they move on to third grade! 

Please encourage them to stay in touch. 

It’s important for your children to 

continue reading regularly throughout the 

summer and to continue practicing their 

math facts and concepts throughout the 

next few months.  

     We have truly enjoyed teaching your 

children.  Thanks again for your support 

throughout the year.  Have a terrific 

summer!          

Third Grade News 

Thank you for a wonderful and exciting 

3rd grade year!  The students were able 

to dive into math concepts such as 

composing and decomposing numbers 

within 1000, multiplication, fractions, 

elapsed time, perimeter and area and 

more.  The progress they made on 

reading concepts such as inferencing, 

finding the main idea using details from 

a text, asking and answering multi-level 

questions, identifying cause and effect, 

and classifying characteristics of various 

genres was impressive.  Over the 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/math.htm
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/math.htm
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/web_games_vocab.htm
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/web_games_vocab.htm
http://www.abcya.com/first_grade_computers.htm
http://www.abcya.com/first_grade_computers.htm
http://www.storylineonline.net/


summer, students should continue to 

practice their basic multiplication and 

division facts on a daily basis.  Finding 

math in real-world situations such finding 

the total of a grocery list or breaking up 

a summer favorite, the hamburger, into 

equal parts can be fun.  Students should 

be reading every day to enhance the 

amazing reading skills learned this year 

and perhaps they can write a reflection 

on what was read to practice 

additional writing talents!  We thank 

everyone for the support and hard work 

given this year and look forward to 

seeing 

families 

back at 

Ashburton 

next year.                

 

News 4 You 

Wow! Is it June already? Where did the time 

go?  Our books for the Authors’ Conference 

were inspirational; the fourth grade students 

were very proud of their efforts. Students shared 

their books with their peers as well as students in 

the first grade. Remember to encourage your 

children to read, read, read and write, write, 

write this summer. On May 25th, we took our 

final field trip to historic St. Mary’s 

City.  Students had a wonderful time, and we are 

grateful for the parents who were able to join us! 

Students are encouraged to keep up with the 

studying of their basic math facts to be better 

prepared for fifth grade! 

It’s been a privilege having your child with us 

this year. We wish our students all the best! 

Have a wonderful summer! We know your child 

will make us proud as he/she enters fifth grade! 

 

Thank you, 

 

Mrs. Brenner, Ms. Ewing, Ms. Greco,  

Ms. Leiser, Mrs. Weaver, and  

Mrs. Wloszczowski 

 

Fifth Grades Fabulous News 
 

We can’t believe that another year has gone by 

and that the fifth graders will soon be moving 

on to middle school.  We still have some 

exciting activities to look forward to: 

The June 15th Promotion Ceremony @ 7:00 

p.m.; the June 15th bowling party for students 

and teachers only @ 10:45 a.m.; and the June 

17thh: Awards Assembly @ 9:15 a.m. 

At the promotion ceremony, all students will 

receive a certificate of completion. Students will 

receive recognition in a number of areas, 

including for distinguished academic 

excellence.  The President’s Education Award 

for Outstanding   Academic Excellence uses 

criteria based on guidelines provided by the 

President’s Education Awards Committee.  The 

students, who are receiving the award for 

Outstanding Academic Excellence, have earned 

overall median scores of P or ES (with no N’s) in 

all subjects in 4th grade and in the first three 

marking periods of 5th grade.  Additionally, all 

have scored in the “exceeds benchmark” 

category, on both the MAP-R and MAP-M, 

reading and math tests respectively, for MAP 

tests taken in 4th and 5th grade.  Having met this 

criteria, the recipients also earned scores of 

“demonstrating” or “progressing” in all areas of 

learning skills in both 4th and 5th grade. 

  



Math 

The Math 5 students will end the year studying 

geometry.  They will identify the differences 

between polygons and non-polygons as well as 

concave and convex polygons.  Students will 

analyze the different properties of 

quadrilaterals and classify them based on their 

properties.  Shapes are all around us!  Have fun 

looking for and maybe capturing pictures of 

exceptional polygons during your summer 

adventures? 

The Compacted 5/6 Math students have been 

using measures of variability and measures of 

center to describe and summarize sets of data. 

As they have identified those measures in data 

sets, they also have created sets to yield 

measures. The students will continue plotting 

numerical data and comparing the displays of 

data including through dot plots, histograms, 

and box plots, determining which represent the 

maim data sets most effectively and concisely. 

In the waning days of the term, they will be 

interpreting real life data sets and displays and 

hopefully remaining enthused about continuing 

to analyze, interpret, and critique data displays 

in the political world and elsewhere in the 

news. 

Reading 

In our final days of reading class, students will 

read through the poem “The Spider and the 

Fly.”  They will analyze how the illustrations 

enhance the meaning of the poem and also 

interpret many of the idioms used 

throughout.  Students will have the opportunity 

to practice their visualization and drawing skills 

after reading other poems.  Reading logs are 

due on June 16th.  Students will tally the 

number of books they have read in fifth grade 

and see if they reached the goal of reading 25 

books for the year.  Please make sure that your 

child continues to read over the summer!  

Writing 

The students have done a wonderful job writing 

persuasive, informative, and narrative pieces 

throughout this year. We are thrilled by how 

they have grown as writers and with how 

proficient they have become drafting, revising, 

and editing directly using their Chrome Books. 

For their final piece, they are crafting 

informative poems about animals, using the 

poetry techniques and crafting skills they 

learned earlier in the year. We hope that 

whatever they do over the summer, they will 

write about the experiences they are having, 

whether in a journal, a letter or an email. 

Science 

As we wrap up the genetics unit, the students 

are looking at the exciting and sometimes 

controversial aspects of gene studies and 

manipulations, exploring the developments in 

genome studies and in genetic engineering.  So 

don't be surprised if they start pointing out and 

explaining to you those "non-GMO" labels in 

the food stores this summer. 

Social Studies 

In social studies, students are continuing to 

learn about saving and investing. They have 

considered relative advantages and 

disadvantages of preparing for the future with 

piggy banks, savings accounts, and investments. 

The students are becoming budget savvy and 

more critical about good and bad reasons for 

borrowing money. We shall delve a bit more 

into credit. Be prepared to get some financial 

advice from these money-wise fifth graders. 

 



 

From the Reading Specialist 

We have had a wonderful year filled with 

fun programs to get our students excited 

about reading! In the Winter, over 450 

students completed a snowflake book 

recommendation for the Reading is Snow 

Much Fun program. We then began a 

program called ‘Look Who Grew Up to Be 

a Reader!’ where we showed a picture of a 

staff member as a child and the title of 

their favorite book and encouraged 

students to guess the staff member. Last 

month, we had a wonderful Young 

Author’s Conference where classes paired 

up and shared a writing assignment with 

students in a different grade. Thanks to the 

generosity of the PTA, we were able to 

invite authors Adam Rubin and Mary 

Amato to speak to our students about the 

journey to becoming an author and how it 

all starts with being a reader; their 

presentations were enthusiastically 

received by students and staff. We were 

also able to invite Storyteller Alison Gee 

to present an interactive story to our PEP 

students.  We want to keep the momentum 

going and encourage students to 

participate in the summer reading 

activities that will be distributed soon. 

Students will receive a Reading Bingo 

board that contains fun reading activities; 

we encourage students to complete 5 

activities horizontally, vertically, or 

diagonally for Bingo; if they complete the 

whole board, that is Super Bingo. We 

hope that students will read daily to keep 

up the skills they have worked so hard to 

develop; we have also included reading 

response questions that can be asked after 

reading a fiction or informational text and 

a blank reading log where students can 

list all of the books that they read. These 

resources will also be posted on the 

Ashburton website for easy access. We 

wish you a  relaxing summer filled with 

good books, great stories, and happy 

memories!  ~Anita Elaraj, Reading 

Specialist 

 

We are looking for typically developing 

three and four year old children from the 

Ashburton community to attend the 2016 

– 2017 PEP PILOT (Providing Inclusive 

Learning Opportunities for Threes and 

Fours) program.  If you are interested in 

enrolling your child please contact Margita 

Nanz at Margita_O_Nanz@mcpsmd.org.  

Applications will be available in the school 

office.
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2016–2017 School Calendar Montgomery County Public 
Schools 
2016 
July 4 Independence Day—Offices and schools closed 
August 23, 24, 25, and 26 Professional days for teachers 
August 29 First day of school for students 
September 5 Labor Day—Offices and schools closed 
September 12 No school for students. Professional day for teachers 
September 30 Early release day for all students. Planning/grades/interims 
October 3 No school for students and teachers 
October 12 No school for students and teachers 
November 7 No school for students. Professional day for teachers 
November 8 Election Day—Offices and schools closed 
November 10 Early release day K–8. Parent conferences 
November 11 Early release day K–8. Parent conferences 
November 23 Early release day for all students 
November 24 and 25 Thanksgiving—Offices and schools closed 
December 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 Winter Break—No school for students and teachers; offices closed 
Dec. 26 

2017 
January 2 New Year’s Day—Offices and schools closed 
January 16 Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. Day—Offices and schools closed 
January 20 Presidential Inauguration—Offices and schools closed 
January 27 No school for students. Professional day for teachers 
February 20 Presidents’ Day—Offices and schools closed 
March 3 Early release day for all students. Planning/grades/interims 
April 7 No school for students. Professional day for teachers 
April 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17 Spring Break—No school for students and teachers; offices closed 
April 14 & 17 
May 29 Memorial Day—Offices and schools closed 
June 16 Last day of school for students. Early release day for all students 
June 19 Professional day for teachers 

School Contingency Calendar, 2016–2017 
If the school year should be disrupted by emergencies and schools are closed, the school year 
will be extended. 
If schools are closed... The school year will be extended by... 
5 days 1 day to June 19, 2017 
6 days 2 days to June 19 and 20, 2017 
7 days 3 days to June 19, 20, and 21, 2017 
8 days 4 days to June 19, 20, 21, and 22, 2017 

9 days 5 days to June 19, 20, 21, 22, and 23, 2017  


