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PRINCIPAL NEWS 

 
April, 2017 
 

Dear Parents:  

 

Welcome to spring, and get ready for the sprint to the end of the year! While we are entering the last marking 

period of this school year, there is still plenty to be accomplished! You will receive third quarter report cards 

on April 19th, and I am so proud of our students’ efforts and progress and the outstanding instruction that is 

provided each and every day by our teachers. The students have worked hard this quarter and are ready for a 

break, as are the staff! We hope you all enjoy spring break with time for family, fun, and some relaxation. 

Spring break is April 10-17th; additionally, please note that students do not have school on April 7th which is a 

professional day. During these times, there is no school for students. 

 

We have so many upcoming events and so many that happened in recent weeks. Thank you to Allison 

Peppelman and the PTA for an amazing Barnes and Noble book fair! Families came out in great numbers and 

purchased many books. I walked away with some great titles for my family’s collection, many of which were 

based on recommendations from our TQ Star readers! Staff also came and read-aloud to the children, including 

Ms. Cino and her memorable recitation of Shel Silverstein.  Barnes and Nobles will give our Media Center 

twenty percent of the sales to purchase new books and Ms. Walker was able to purchase many new books for 

the Media Center. We also had a fabulous International Night, organized by Becky Leavey, Shiho Peko, and 

Gabriella Cohen. There were almost forty countries represented and so much pride and excitement throughout 

the school that night. We all learned so much about our diverse population and saw many interesting artifacts, 

clothing and pieces of artwork. I am always so impressed with the turnout, the support, and the celebration that 

goes along with this event and want to thank you for attending!  

 

And, what would spring be without the “sound of music!” Our first grade students did an amazing job showing 

off the many skills they learned this year in music class at the First 

Grade Music Night in March. This event is definitely one of my 

“favorite things” I would like to send a special thank you to Ms. 

Barr for coordinating this fantastic performance. I would also like 

to thank Mr. Roth and Mrs. Hausknecht for the artwork and the 

first grade teachers for being so caring and supportive of our first 

graders. I cannot wait for the spring choral and instrumental 

concerts and hope to see you there! 

 

The school year is very cyclical, even though we just finishing the 

third marking period, we are beginning to prepare for the new 

school year. After spring break you will receive a form to indicate 

whether your child will be returning to Ashburton next year. 

Please fill this out and return it as soon as possible so that we can 

accurately plan for classes next year. Staffing is based on actual 

enrollment so it is very important to communicate with us if you 

will not return to Ashburton next year. Please make sure that we 

have your correct mailing address and if you have moved, you 

must give us updated proof of residence. Later in the spring we 

will ask for your input about the learning style of your child.  

 

Calendar: 
 

April 6- End of the third marking 

period 

April 7- Professional day, no school 

for students  

April 10-17- Spring break, school 

closed 

April 20- Fun Run- during recess 

April 20- Report cards distributed 

April 21- Earth Day Activities- 

during recess 

April 24-27- Dine Out with 

Ashburton at California Pizza 

Kitchen 

April 24-26- Spring Book Fair 

April 27 and 28th - Kindergarten 

Orientation (no school for current 

kindergartners) 

 



 

Kindergarten Orientation will be held on Thursday, April 27 and Friday, April 28. All Kindergarten teachers 

will be involved with orientation; therefore, there will be no school for kindergarten students on Thursday, 

April 27th and Friday, April 28th. Again, it is critical for us know who is coming to Ashburton next year and 

we hope to enroll each eligible student at our orientation. If you have a child who will be five by September 1, 

2017 or know a child in the neighborhood who will be, please call the main office for an appointment.  

 

We are in the process of working with the architects and MCPS staff to plan our modified future addition. 

Based on feedback from the community, Dr. Smith has reduced the recommended size of the addition from a 

total capacity of 881 to a total capacity of 770.  It will be smaller than originally planned and will include a 

permanent addition structure, a relocatable modular addition, and an expansion of our All-Purpose room. 

Parents and the community are invited to two work sessions to review the plans and become informed about 

the timeline. Input from the community is incorporated in the proposed design. When the design phase is over, 

the Board of Education will approve it and the architects will begin to work on the actual design of the 

additions. Parents and contiguous neighbors were sent notification about these meetings:   

•             Work Session #1 will be held on Wednesday, April 19th at 4:00 p.m.  

•             Work Session #2 will be held on April 25th at 6:30 p.m.  

•             There will also be a brief presentation at the May 2nd PTA meeting.  

 

                

I look forward to seeing you during many of our April and May events! The weather is warming up which 

means we will soon see students and staff enjoying the Fun Run and taking a dip in the dunk tank at Spring 

Fling! Also, as the weather gets warmer and more students are walking, I urge you to use caution as you drive 

near our school grounds. And, a dog lover myself I want to remind everyone that while warmer weather 

provides opportunities to walk the dog, furry friends are not allowed on school property during operating hours 

for the safety and health of our students.  

 

 

Happy Spring, 

 

        

 

Greg Mullenholz, Principal 

 

 

  
PARCC Testing Schedule-  

Please note these dates and make every effort to have students in school on time. Encourage them to be well 

rested and have a good breakfast.  

 Literacy Math 

Grade 3 May 1, May 3, May 8 May 17, May 19 

Grade 4 May 2, May 4, May 5 May 11, May 15 

Grade 5 May 9, May 10, May 16 May 22, May 23 

 
 Take Your Child to Work Day- April 27, 2017 

If you wish to participate in take Your Child to Work Day, you must send a note to the school prior to April 27th 

in order for your child to be excused from school.  If your place of employment does not have a special program 

for Take Your Child to Work Day, consider taking your child to work during the spring break, summer, or another 

non-school day. 

 



            

United We Learn: Combating Hate Through the Arts Contest 

Combating the elevated levels of divisiveness, prejudice, bias, and hate that have emerged in our county 

and across the nation is the responsibility of every community member, including students. To help our 

county combat hate, MCPS in partnership with the Montgomery County Faith Community Working 

Group, is launching a contest titled: United We Learn: Combating Hate Through the Arts. The goal of 

the contest is to provide students with a creative, structured opportunity to explore issues of prejudice 

and learn about the values of respect, diversity, and civility.  

 

The contest is open to students from all grade levels. Students can participate by making a poster, 

creating multimedia, developing a performance for stage, or through writing. The deadline for 

submissions is April 21 and winners will receive prizes. Additional details about the contest, including 

rules, are available online at 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/events/unitedwelearn/.  

 

Update on Fiscal Year 2018 Operating Budget 

Montgomery County Executive Isiah Leggett has released his recommended operating budget for FY 

2018 and is proposing a $54 million increase in spending for MCPS. The Montgomery County 

Council will hold public hearings on the county executive’s budget recommendation on April 4, 5, 

and 6. This is an opportunity for you to share your thoughts with county leaders on why it                     

is important to fully fund the MCPS budget. Those who are interested in testifying                               

can call 240-777-7803 to sign up to speak or register online at: 

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/PHSignup.html.  
 

Stay informed and engaged on the budget request on the MCPS operating budget website: 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/budget/. A blurb is provided below. 

 

MCPS Parents Encouraged to Complete Engagement Survey 

A random sample of families at all grade levels in each MCPS school will be asked to participate in the 

2017 Parent Engagement Survey. Parents who are selected to participate will receive information by 

mail and are asked to complete the survey online by June 1, 2017. The survey is about your experiences 

with your child’s school and education. Your answers are confidential and are reported with the answers 

from other families. The information you provide will help schools better understand families’ 

engagement in their children’s education and improve connections between schools and families. The 

survey is brief and can be completed in 10 minutes. 

 

 

Kindergarten Orientation will be held on April 27th and 28th! 

Please pass the word to neighbors and pre-school aged children who will be 5 years old by September 1, 2017. 

Prospective parents should call the office to set up an appointment for the orientation. Parents will have an 

opportunity to meet staff and complete registration paperwork, and most importantly children will have a fun 

introduction to the classrooms.  Parents may call the school 240-740-1300 or email Marney Jacobs at 

Marjorie_E_Jacobs@mcpsmd.org to set up an appointment.  

+Current kindergarten students will NOT have school on April 27th and 28th.  

 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/events/unitedwelearn/
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/PHSignup.html
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/budget/
mailto:Marjorie_E_Jacobs@mcpsmd.org


Feedback Sought on Wellness Implementation 

As MCPS works to implement a wellness policy and assist schools in creating healthy environments, 

the school district is gathering input from its stakeholders. Please take a few minutes to share with us 

your ideas and suggestions about how we can improve the health and well-being of our students, staff 

and community. For more information and to provide feedback, visit 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/foodserv/wellness/default.aspx?id=525403.  

 

Board of Education Approves Changes to Student Transfers Policy 

The Board of Education has approved changes to Policy JEE, Student Transfers. This policy sets the 

standard under which MCPS students may be granted a transfer, referred to as Change of School 

Assignment (COSA), to attend a school other than their home school or the school assigned to them 

under their Individualized Education Program (IEP). That includes the foreign language immersion 

lottery process.  

The change to Policy JEE establishes a weighted lottery for immersion programs that now include 

factors such as: socioeconomic status and poverty; students who have an older sibling currently enrolled 

in a language immersion program and will continue to be enrolled in the year the younger sibling seeks 

to enroll; and other factors as identified by the superintendent of schools. The revised lottery would 

apply to students seeking to enroll in these programs for the 2018–2019 school year. This change would 

not impact families with students enrolled in the immersion program during the 2017–2018 school year. 

More information is available at 

news.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/mcps-board-of-education/changes-to-the-immersion-program-

lottery-frequently-asked-questions/. 

 

Special Education Summit- April 22, 2017 8:15 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. at Walter Johnson High School 

Leading the Way Today… Partnering for a Better Tomorrow 

Engage in a day that features: 

 Scott Anderson, Keynote Speaker: “Living with Disability and Overcoming Life’s 

Challenges”  

 Information from community partner and county agencies 

 Breakout sessions on a wide variety of topics 

 Special Presenter: Candace Whiting, Champion for people with disabilities 

 

Free- no cost to sign-up, child care provided, light breakfast 

For more information call 240-314-487 

Safety and Security 

Dr. Jack Smith, Superintendent of Montgomery County Public Schools, has ordered a system 

wide security review. High schools will be evaluated immediately and all schools will be 

checked by the end of the school year. You can help Ashburton by following these guidelines: 

•             Walk late students into the office and sign them in (fill out a tardy slip and order 

lunch if needed). Note that the front door and the breezeway door are locked at 9:00 a.m. 

•             Check into the office when you visit during the school day; you will need to provide 

your driver’s license and check into our visitor management system. Please wear your visitor’s 

badge when you are in school. 

•             Help keep all exterior doors closed and do not ask students or staff to open an 

exterior door. 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/foodserv/wellness/default.aspx?id=525403
http://news.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/mcps-board-of-education/changes-to-the-immersion-program-lottery-frequently-asked-questions/
http://news.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/mcps-board-of-education/changes-to-the-immersion-program-lottery-frequently-asked-questions/


PEP April Newsletter                 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

            During the month of April we 

continue our “Growing Up Healthy” 

unit.  We will be learning about our 5 

senses, self-awareness, safety awareness, 

healthy eating, exercise, community helpers 

that keep us safe and healthy and how to 

take care of yourself and others.  

 

           Week 1: My Senses  

           Week 2: Taking Care of Myself 

           Week 3: Eating Well 

           Week 4: Staying Safe 

 

VOCABULARY: hear, smell, see, sound, 

senses, taste, touch, sight, exercise, 

medicine, fitness, nutrition, healthy, rest, 

hurt, fruit, grains, health, nutritious, 

protein, vegetables, 

accident, harm, caution, 

danger, emergency, 

injury, and safety.  

 

NOTES & 

REMINDERS: 

 Spring Break: No School April 7th – April 

17th (we return April 18th) 

 

Thank you for your support!  Please feel free 

to email us with questions, concerns, good 

news, etc.   

 

-Your PEP Team 
 

April Happenings in Kindergarten 
 

In April, we will be reading folktales and other 

traditional stories. We will be focusing on retelling 

the story and learning new vocabulary words. 

 

In writing, students will draw and write their own 

personal narratives. 

 

In Math we will work on addition and subtraction 

within 10 and comparing quantities. We will 

continue practicing counting by ones and tens to 

100. 

 

In science, we will be learning about the different 

types of plant and animal adaptations and how they 

are alike and different.  In Social Studies, we will 

be learning about the many different ways that our 

needs can be met such as tools, transportation, 

shelter, food, etc. 

 

Reminder! 

Kindergarten Orientation will be held on Thursday, 

April 27th and Friday, April 28th.  This is for the 

students who will be coming to Ashburton next 

year for Kindergarten. Your child will be off of 

school for those 2 days. 

 

 First Grade News 

 
Dear First Grade Families, 
 

We hope everyone is excited for 
spring break! Can you believe we are 
almost at the start of the 4th quarter?  
Please look out for quarter 3 report cards 
as they will be coming home within the 
next few weeks. 

This month we will continue 
learning about ways we can protect our 
environment and keep our planet clean. 
We will explore the 3 R’s, Reduce, Reuse 
and Recycle and later move into learning 
about electricity and clean energy. In May 
we will be visiting a recycling center so we 
can connect with what we are learning at 
school!  

Thank you for your continued 
collaboration. 

    
 Sincerely, 
 The First Grade Team 

 

 

 

 



Second Grade Town News 
 

¶ Happy spring! It’s amazing to think we are 

winding down third quarter and gearing up for the 

final marking period. Students are reading and 

writing poetry this month, discussing how poetic 

techniques such as alliteration, sensory imagery, 

rhythm and rhyme are used to make poems more 

interesting to read and listen to. Encourage your 

child to check out a poetry anthology from the 

library. Poems and poetry writing are much 

different than the prose kids are more familiar 

with!  There are many fun projects and activities 

coming up during fourth quarter. As always, feel 

free to email your child’s 

teacher with any questions 

or concerns. We hope 

everyone has a fun and 

relaxing spring break!  

 

 Grade Three News  
Third grade will begin a unit on biographies in 

reading.  Does your child enjoy researching? See if 

they can learn about a new person – either from the 

past or present day.  We will compare biographies 

with autobiographies and get to interview a 

classmate to write a biography based on their 

life.  In addition, we will focus on the words 

“effort”, “motivation” and “persistence”.  Talk 

about ways your 3rd grader demonstrates these 

throughout their day!  Also, please continue to 

practice multiplication facts each night. 

 

News 4 You 
 

We had a fabulous month of March, and ended 

with an excellent trip to Annapolis! Thanks to our 

volunteers who helped make it possible! Our next 

and last field trip of the school year will be on May 

24th, where we will be visiting Historic St. Mary’s 

City. During the remaining weeks of the third 

quarter, students worked on 

memoirs. We enjoyed 

hearing and reading about 

the memories of our fourth 

grade students! The final 

quarter of the school year 

focuses on Earth Materials in 

science. Students will become involved in various 

hands-on activities as they investigate rocks and 

minerals! We are more than 75% (or as your math 

scholars have learned, ¾, 75/100 or 0.75) of the 

way through the school year and several students 

are still struggling with their basic math facts. It is 

imperative that these are mastered by the end of the 

school year, and continuously studied over the 

summer, as the fifth grade curriculum is rigorous 

and students need to depend on their basic facts to 

solve more complex math problems. We hope you 

and your family have an enjoyable spring break! 

It’s hard to believe the fourth marking period is 

already here, but we are excited and looking 

forward to what’s in store for the students! 

 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Brenner, Ms. Ewing, Ms. Greco, Ms. Leiser,  

Miss Mullins, Mrs. Weaver, Mrs. Wloszczowski 

 

Fifth Grade News  
As we start the fourth marking period, we have 

many events on the calendar for the 5th graders.  

Please mark your calendars as well: 

May 4th Fifth Grade Panoramic Picture 

May 5th: Tour of North Bethesda Middle School 

May 9th, 10th, 16th, 22nd, and 23rd: PARCC testing 

May 12th: Field trip to Philadelphia 

May 18th: Safety Patrol Picnic 

There will be more at the end of the month and in 

June! 

 

Math 

Math 5 students have shifted from performing 

math operations using fractions and mixed 

numbers, to multiplying and dividing decimals.  

Consistent with their prior work, the students are 

using concrete models, drawings, written methods, 

place value strategies, and properties of operations 

to multiply and divide decimals to the hundredths 

level. This work provides a foundation for their 

learning to (1) to solve measurement word 

problems involving decimals, using all four 

operations and (2) solve multiple-step, real-world 

problems involving units of measurement. This 

unit offers lots of opportunities for the students to 

apply what they are learning when they are at 

home, particularly with money.  Some may step up 

to provide more shopping assistance, particularly 

as they become more confident of their unit pricing 

abilities. 



The compacted math students will shift from 

constructing and solving equations with a single 

variable to working with two variable equations.  

They will be using “real life” examples of 

dependent and independent values, constructing 

tables and plotting values on coordinate grids. 

After wrapping up the algebra work, they will shift 

to geometry and apply the formula for finding the 

area of triangles in order to determine the area of 

various quadrilaterals, polygons, and composite 

figures.  They then will use their composing and 

decomposing skills to find the volumes of solids, to 

determine the dimensions of solid figures, and to 

calculate the surface area of solid figures. 

Reading 

In the final marking period, students will study 

nonfiction texts first.  We will be reading a variety 

of texts about animals, including honeybees and 

bats – be sure to ask your 

student about Colony Collapse 

Disorder!   Students will need to 

identify the text structures of 

articles (some examples of text 

structures include problem/ 

solution, chronological, and 

descriptive.)  After reading 

multiple articles on the same topic, students are 

expected to use a Venn diagram to compare and 

contrast the content of each article.  Students will 

also continue to improve their summarizing skills 

as they identify the main idea(s) in each article, and 

support their answers with reasons and evidence.  

Writing 

In the fourth marking period, students will students 

will complete a research project.  The topic will be 

a job or career of interest to the student.  Students 

are asked to conduct an interview with an adult in 

that field.  We will celebrate our research with a 

“career fair” where we shall invite the fourth 

graders to hear our presentations.  

The fifth graders next will have the opportunity to 

craft personal essays.  This project allows students 

to reflect upon experiences in their lives where 

they overcame challenges, learned new skills or 

faced uncertainty.  Students will read memoirs, 

personal essays and speeches as mentor texts, and 

then write their own essays which will include a 

theme or lesson they’ve learned. 

Health 

Following the break we shall begin the unit in 

science, the students signed up for the Family Life 

and Human Sexuality unit will learn about the 

developmental changes of adolescence and puberty 

and the social and emotional changes that 

accompany the physical ones.  Students not taking 

the family life curriculum independently will 

explore their family biographies and the influences 

on their development, as well as the choices they 

can make in nurturing healthy bodies.  We’ll 

follow that with a few days exploring the disease 

prevention curriculum, beginning by looking at 

pathogens, communicable and non-communicable 

diseases and identify modes of transmission for 

various diseases.  The students will explore the 

amazing immune system and how it responds to 

diseases in general and to HIV in particular, as 

well as how it can become "confused."  The 

students will analyze behaviors that increase the 

risks of developing diseases, including 

cardiovascular and pulmonary diseases, and certain 

cancers.  Students not enrolled in Disease 

Prevention unit will be working on their health 

related independent research and design projects. 

Science 

Before the break, the students will be completing 

and presenting their explorations of space and how 

the science concepts they have been studying all 

year come into play with the development of new 

technologies.  After Spring Break and the health 

unit, the students continuing with science will do 

more biology work, beginning with a return to light 

and examinations of its relationship to lenses and 

the technologies that use them.  We look forward 

to using microscopes to examine plant and animal 

cells.  

 

Social Studies 

Those currently in social studies will wrap up their 

studies of the Westward Movement, and following 

the health unit, will begin to focus on “personal 

financial literacy”.  The goal is to be able to make 

informed, responsible financial decisions.  We will 

begin by focusing on Maryland, and exploring the 

goods and that have been produced and consumed 

during different historical periods.  We will then 

examine the role that technology plays in 

production and consumption in Maryland.   

  



Ashburton families,  
 
Our April PTA calendar is blooming with events! Here are some highlights and “news you can use:”  
 
Help Ashburton’s Advocacy! 

April 5, 7-9pm: County Council hearing on next year's MCPS Operating Budget. WJ Cluster will testify that 
bigger schools with more students need more $$$, not budget cuts! Sign up to show your support: 
http://tinyurl.com/k7xfgmv 
April 18, 7pm: WJ Cluster Community meeting in the WJ Cafeteria to discuss ideas for reopening Woodward High 
School.   
April 19 @ 4pm & April 25 @ 6:30pm @ Ashburton: Discuss the plan and design of Ashburton’s addition with 
MCPS officials & architects. Construction is scheduled to begin next spring! 

 
April 20: Fun Run  
April 21: Earth Day (plus Earth Spirit Week: April 18-21) 
These events will be held during recess to promote physical activity and protecting Mother Earth. We’ll need your help, 
so please volunteer when sign-ups are posted. 
 
April 24-26:  Book Fair 
Feed your need to READ at our spring Scholastic Book Fair! Classes will be able to browse the fair during school hours. 
Parents are welcome to shop before or after school with their children!  
 
April 24-27:  Dine-Out — California Pizza Kitchen @ Montgomery Mall 
This month’s dine-out is a class act! Over these four-days, whichever homeroom class has the greatest turnout will 
receive a free luncheon pizza-party courtesy of CPK! Plus, our PTA will get 20% of all sales! 
 
PTA Family Participant Waiver  
Please fill out the PTA Family Participant Waiver by April 6th. This will ensure your family can participate in all PTA 
events and activities. Download the form on www.ashburtonpta.org. 
 
Nominating Committee 
Thanks to Rob Katz, Arunima Ghosh, Mike Caine, Gaby de Marroquin and Maria Kaplan for serving on this year’s 
Nominating Committee! The committee worked hard to name a slate of candidates for next year’s PTA Board. If you 
would like to run for a position, additional nominations will be taken from the floor during our April 4th PTA Meeting. 
Elections will be held during our PTA meeting May 2 @ 7pm.  Here is the Committee’s slate of nominees: President, 
Sharon Watts; Administrative VP, Alicia Burgos; VP 
Fundraising, Allison Peppelman; Membership VP, Laura Chace; Membership VP, Amelia Risner-Butera; Secretary, 
Liz Weirshousky; Treasurer, Jack Donnelly.  
 
International Night 
Gaby Cohen, Becky Leavey, Shiho Peko and all of Ashburton’s ‘ambassadors’ made this year’s International Night 
spectacular! Thanks to all of you for this wonderful celebration of our vibrant community. It was truly an amazing 
night! 
 
Volunteer of month:   
Congratulations to Rob Katz, our March PTA Volunteer of the Month! Whether he is volunteering on our front office 
committee, as Earth Day co-chair, or as chairperson of the Nominating Committee, Rob always steps up when he sees 
a chance to help. We are grateful for all of his efforts! 
 
On behalf of the entire PTA Board, I’d like to wish you and your families a restful Spring Break! 
 
All the best, 

Sharon Watts, Ashburton PTA President        
 sharonwatts03@yahoo.com  

 

PTA INSIDER 
APRIL 2017 

http://tinyurl.com/k7xfgmv
http://www.ashburtonpta.org/
mailto:sharonwatts03@yahoo.com

