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Data for Semester 2 mathematics exams reflect similar results to data from Semester 1 exams 
(Attachment A).  For example, of the 11,947 Algebra 1, Semester 2 exams taken in June 2013, 7,411 (62 
percent) were taken by middle school students and 4,536 (38 percent) were taken by high school students.  
Middle school students continue to demonstrate much more success on the exams, for which passing 
scores are required to earn high school credit according to state regulations.  Fifty-eight percent of middle 
school students earned a grade of A or B on the Semester 2 exam, while 10 percent earned a grade of E.  
For our high school students taking Algebra 1, 68 percent earned a grade of E, while 7 percent earned a 
grade of A or B.  When middle school and high school results are combined, 32 percent of students failed 
the exam.  Data for other Semester 2 exams reveal a similar pattern to the one that was seen in the 
Semester 1 exam results.  
 
The concerns raised about examination performance are understandable and valid; however, this 
information should not be viewed in isolation. We must look at it as part of a holistic understanding of 
how our students are performing in mathematics and consider numerous factors. For example, one of the 
factors the work group will explore is the impact of motivation to do well on the exam.  A cursory review 
of exam data indicates that as many as 500 students did not even take the Algebra 1B semester exam 
resulting in a grade of E.  This represents approximately one-sixth of all high school students who 
received a grade of E on the exam.  While motivation will be among the concerns reviewed by the 
multistakeholder work group, other areas that will be explored may include:  

• alignment between curriculum and final exams, 
• cognitive demands of the exams, 
• school structures and practices, 
• policies and regulations, and 
• student concern about the impact of the exam on final semester grade. 

 
We also will need to look at any potential impact of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) on the 
recently revised Algebra 1 course and examination to be implemented for the 2013–2014 school year and 
other high school mathematics courses that will be revised prior to the implementation of the Partnership 
for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers. 
 
Many of our students are doing very well in mathematics—even those who did not perform well on the 
examinations.  This is evidenced by the fact that for the 2011–2012 school year, by the end of Grade 9, 
two-thirds of our students earned a final grade of C or higher in Algebra 1; for Algebra 2, more than half 
of our students have earned a grade of C or higher by the end of Grade 11.  However, we know that some 
students are struggling and we must do better. 
 
 
 


