
Schoolwide Program 
The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act expands the 
schoolwide program approach and makes it easier for Title I schools to operate such programs.  It permits 
schoolwide program schools to combine other Federal education funds in support of their schoolwide 
programs.  It adds new provisions to ensure that schoolwide program schools undertake the kinds of 
fundamental instructional reforms necessary to improve teaching and learning geared to challenging 
standards.  These provisions include school-level decision making, a greater emphasis on comprehensive 
planning and reform, and increased technical assistance and support for schools engaging in schoolwide 
reform. 

WHAT IS A SCHOOLWIDE PROGRAM?  

A schoolwide program--  

• Is built on schoolwide reform strategies, rather than separate, add-on services.  

A schoolwide program permits a school to use funds from Title I, Part A and other Federal 
education program funds and resources to upgrade the entire educational program of the school in 
order to raise academic achievement for all the students.  This contrasts with a Title I targeted 
assistance program, through which Title I, Part A funds are used only for supplementary 
educational services for eligible children who are failing or at risk of failing to meet State 
standards.  

• Provides flexibility in spending Title I funds.  

Schoolwide programs have great latitude in determining how to spend their Title I, Part A funds. 
Schoolwide programs do not have to identify particular children as eligible for services, show that 
Part A funds are paying for supplemental services that would otherwise not be provided, or 
separately track federal dollars.  Instead, schoolwide programs can use their Title I, Part A funds 
in the manner they choose, as long as they engage in reform strategies that increase the amount 
and quality of learning time and help provide a high-quality curriculum for all children, according 
to a comprehensive plan to help children meet the State's challenging standards.  

• Permits flexibility to combine other Federal funds in support of the schoolwide program.  

Schoolwide programs may now use, in addition to Title I, Part A funds, funds from most other 
Federal education programs to upgrade the entire educational program.  A schoolwide program 
that includes other Federal programs does not have to conform to the specific statutory or 
regulatory requirements of each separate program as long as the intent and purposes of those 
programs, as well as certain requirements relating to such critical areas as civil rights and health 
and safety, are met.  The involvement, during comprehensive planning of a schoolwide program, 
of all staff, parents, and others in the community that have a stake in the children's education will 
help to ensure that the program is designed to meet all of the school's students needs.  

  

• Focuses on results.  

Flexibility in the use of funds is tied to increased achievement by children in the target groups that 
the individual programs are intended to help.  


	Schoolwide Program

