Good evening John Poole Middle School families,
This is Mr. Green with your weekly updates for October 30 - November 3, 2023.
There is NO SCHOOL for students on Wednesday, November 1.  November 1 is a professional day for staff.  Report cards will be available in Synergy on Thursday, November 9.  Report cards will be distributed to students on 11/9.  
Student Picture Make Up Day is Thursday, November 2.  Please contact the main office for more information.
This week is Mental Health Awareness Week.  Please listen to the announcements for special activities the counseling department has planned for you at school.  MCPS has also scheduled various activities across the county.  See more information below.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
John Poole MS Athletics - 7th and 8th Graders:  JPMS Girls and Boys Basketball Registration opens up on Monday, Oct. 30.  Before you register you must have completed the doctor's Pre-participation physical (MCPS Form SR-8) (within two years) and also have this form ready to upload when you register.  Click here to learn more about the JPMS Basketball Season 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
INTRAMURALS - Open to ALL JPMS students. 
WEIGHT ROOM starts November 8 with Mr. Hartley.  It will be held on Tuesdays/Wednesdays or Thursdays.  Stop by the locker rooms to get more information and pick up the permission slip. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Applications Now for High School Regional/Countywide Special Programs
Grade 8 students will have the opportunity to apply for Regional/Countywide Special Programs using the high school common application found in ParentVUE. Additionally, students in Grades 9-11 may apply for career readiness programs. Information sessions will be available for students and families, and all dates can be found on the special programs webpage.
Applications are due by Friday, Nov. 3. Programs-At-A-Glance, eligibility, frequently asked questions and October open house dates are available on this website.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Applications Open for Montgomery Virtual Academy 
New this school year, students in Grades 2-12 can apply to the Montgomery Virtual Academy (MVA) during two admission periods in alignment with the MCPS Regional/Countywide School Application Programs. The first round will run from Tuesday, October 10 through Friday, November 3, 2023, and is for entry into the 2024–2025 school year, as well as the waitlist for Semester 2 of the current 2023–2024 school year. The second round, which will run from Friday, January 5 to February 9, 2024, is for the waitlist for the 2024–2025 school year. 
The MVA is a full-time online learning environment that uses a blended instructional model that uses both synchronous (live) and asynchronous (independent) instruction
For more information, visit the MVA webpage. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Drama Production Update
We have had to move the Saturday, December 16, 2023, afternoon show to Friday, December 8, 2023.  The show will begin at 6:30 p.m.  The second show will continue as originally scheduled for Friday, December 15, 2023, at 6:30 p.m.  We hope to see you at the shows! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
MCPS Personal Body Safety Lessons
MCPS implements Personal Body Safety Lessons (PBSLs) with grade-level, age-appropriate content for students in every grade from Pre-K to 12. During the 2023–2024 school year, the lessons were revised for Prekindergarten through Grade 8, ensuring they were more interactive and age-appropriate.
These lessons are designed to empower students to recognize and report suspected cases of abuse without fear of reprisal. In addition, embedded in the MCPS elementary and secondary health curriculum are age-appropriate lessons on safety and injury prevention, family life and human sexuality, cyberbullying and social media, healthy relationships, harassment, and intimidation.
PBSL focuses on:
1. Defining abuse and neglect;
1. Teaching students skills for self-protection with opportunities to practice reporting to a trusted adult; and
1. Promoting positive and appropriate interactions among children, adults, and peers.
JPMS students will receive PBSL through their Health or PE class with support and guidance from a school counselor.  These lessons will be provided to students on November 7 and November 8, 2023.
If you have any questions please contact Kevin Maruskin, counselor, via email at Kevin_T_Maruskin@mcpsmd.org.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Holiday Giving Project of Montgomery County
The Holiday Giving Project of Montgomery County has provided Thanksgiving meals and December holiday assistance to households for over 30 years.  If your family would like to be referred to possibly receive assistance this holiday season, please contact the Counseling Office at John Poole Middle School at 240-740-4210 or send an email to: Tammy_P_Lightcap@mcpsmd.org.  While a referral is not a guarantee of assistance, the Project helps as many families as donations allow.

Deadline to apply for Holidays:
November 20, 2023 – December Holiday
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mental Health Awareness Week Set for Oct. 30–Nov. 4
MCPS and the Montgomery County School Psychologists’ Association (MCSPA) will host free events the week of Oct. 30–Nov. 4 to give youth and families the opportunity to hear from mental health experts on a variety of issues. A culminating virtual resource fair and expert panel will be held on Saturday, Nov. 4.
From 6–8 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 1 at Richard Montgomery High School, former professional football player turned mental health expert and advocate, Dr. Jay Barnett, will speak in person to students about the importance of mental health, breaking down stigma and seeking help. Read more.
For additional information visit the Mental Health Awareness Week website.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
YEARBOOK NEWS:
The 2023-2024 John Poole Yearbook is currently available for purchase at Jostens.com. Personalization is available through January 26, 2024.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please continue to check the myMCPS Classroom calendar or our JPMS school webpage for the most updated information, including upcoming events, bus routes, and other happenings occurring at school.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please mark your calendars for these important upcoming events:
Tuesday, October 31: End of the 1st Marking Period
Wednesday, November 1:  NO SCHOOL for students.  Professional Day for staff.
Thursday, November 2:  Student Picture Make-Up Day
Thursday, November 9: Report Card Distribution and Report Cards available in ParentVUE
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Have a great night and a wonderful week!  
Mr. Green
