Thomas S. Wootton High School

Standardized Testing FAQs
Should I take the SAT or the ACT?  

We recommend that students try both tests to see which they are more comfortable with.  This is different for each student tests.  Keep in mind that what worked for your friend or sibling, might not work for you.  
Will all colleges accept the ACT?  

At this point, ALL colleges will accept the ACT or the SAT interchangeably.  It is suggested you check with each college you are interested in to be sure of specific standardized testing requirements.  

When should I take the SAT or ACT?

This depends on a few things.  You might aim for the end of 11th grade.  However, you might want to space out your standardized testing.  First, look on collegeboard.com and act.org to see when testing is offered.  Then, consider whether you have AP tests to take, whether you need to take SAT II subject tests, and create a calendar for testing so you are not overloaded with all these tests at the same time.  If you need help with this, speak to your counselor.
I have heard there are colleges that do not require standardized tests.  Is this true?

A few schools will take a combination of different scores (like SAT II or AP tests) in lieu of the SAT or ACT.  Many schools do not require you to submit scores if you are GPA meets a minimum requirement.  This is often called “test-optional”.  Some schools do not require test scores at all.  You will have to check this with the schools you are interested in.  It is not likely that every college you are interested in is test-optional, so it is a good idea to prepare for the SAT or ACT and make your best effort in the test.  
How should I prepare for the SAT?  

Some students take a formal class, some have tutors, some use tools on the Internet, some use books from the bookstore or library.  You should speak to your parents to figure out what type of preparation will fit your needs.  There is also a link on the MCPS website to a free testing preparation program.  On the MCPS website, click on the students page.  Click on the “prepare and study for SAT/PSAT &ACTs” badge.  The username and password are your student ID number.  
Can I pick which scores I want to send?  

Test scores are not sent automatically to colleges.  You will need to visit collegeboard.com or act.org to request your scores to be sent directly to the colleges you choose.  You can take the SAT and/or the ACT and then later determine which set of test scores you will send.  For the SAT, there is a “Score Choice” option.  You can learn more about this on collegeboard.com.
How many times should I take the test?  

This is a personal decision.  It is important to be prepared for the test and many students find it useful to take the test more than once.  It is generally NOT helpful to keep taking the test repeatedly if your score is not improving.  It is not advised to take the test more than 3 times.  Remember that the time you spend retaking the test and studying for retakes, is the time you are losing from doing homework or studying for tests for your classes at Wootton.  
Do I need to take SAT II subject tests?  

Many top tier colleges will expect you to take subject tests.  It is important to check the college requirements because each college’s expectations for the number of tests and the subjects required might be different.  

Can I get testing accommodations for the SAT and ACT?  

This does not apply to all students.  If you have an IEP, 504 plan, or a documented learning disability, it may be possible to have testing accommodations.  Please check the collegeboard.com or act.org website and talk to your case manager.  

What is the Accuplacer test?

The Accuplacer test is used by Montgomery College and other community colleges to measure readiness for college level coursework.  You can speak to a Montgomery College representative to learn more about the Accuplacer test and how the results are used.  

What if I have more questions?

Feel free to ask your counselor! 
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