IB Mathematics Standard Level
Course Requirements, Policies, and Expectations

2012 - 1013

Instructors:

Name:    Linda Schaus
Email:    Linda_M_Schaus@mcpsmd.org
Course Overview: 

According to the IB Mathematical SL guide, the overall objective of the IB Math course is to ensure that the student will be able to know and use mathematical concepts and principles.  In particular, students must be able to:

· read, interpret and solve a given problem using appropriate mathematical terms

· organize and present information and data in tabular, graphical and/or diagrammatic forms

· know and use appropriate notation and terminology

· formulate a mathematical argument and communicate it clearly

· select and use appropriate mathematical strategies and techniques

· demonstrate an understanding of both the significance and the reasonableness of results

· recognize patterns and structures in a variety of situations, and make generalizations

· recognize and demonstrate an understanding of the practical applications of mathematics

· use appropriate technological devices as mathematical tools

· demonstrate an understanding of an the appropriate use of mathematical modeling

Course Topics:
	New Material
	Review Material

	Calculus
	Algebra

	Statistics & Probability
	Functions and equations

	Vectors
	Circular functions and trigonometry

	How to write a math internal assessment
	Matrices


Grades will be based on the following:

· 90%
Tests/Projects/Quizzes/Class work
· 10%
Homework assessed for completion
· There will be no extra credit

· Work that meets a minimum standard will be assigned no lower then 50%.

· Missing work will be assigned a 0%.

· Work missed due to an excused absence will be accepted but must be completed.
Reassessment:
· Tests are not eligible for reassessment.

· Reassessment opportunities may be offered at the teacher’s discretion. There will be at least one reassessment opportunity each quarter. A student is eligible for a reassessment as long as the student has completed all of the homework on time and has not missed class unexcused.

· If a student has taken a reassessment, the new grade will replace the original score.
IB Grades

· Students will be assessed on their mastery of the IB objectives through the end of the year exam written by the IB Program and given to all IB students globally and through their portfolios.  Only these assessments will be used to determine the students’ credit towards their IB Diploma.  The portfolio will include two pieces of work, based on different areas of the syllabus, representing two types of tasks: mathematical investigation and mathematical modeling.  The assessments are weighted as follows.

· 20%
Portfolio

· 40%
Paper 1 – short-response and extended response questions


No calculator (1 hr 30 min)

· 40%
Paper 2 – short-response and extended response questions


Calculator allowed (1 hr 30 min)

Academic Dishonesty:

This applies to both written work and oral presentations.  Examples of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, the following:  the willful giving or receiving of an unauthorized text, unfair, dishonest, or unscrupulous advantage in academic work over other students using fraud, duress, deception, theft, trickery, talking, signs, gestures, copying, or any other methodology.
Extra Help:

· TAP (after school- help sessions for math) is held from 2:10pm-3:10pm Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in room C213.
· Ms. Schaus is available on Tuesdays, Wednesday, & Thursdays after school and most days at lunch in room C-212.
Attendance Policy:

Students will go to class every period, everyday.  Students who miss class due to an unexcused absence, will receive 50% credit for work completed from the missed class.  (This includes tests, quizzes, and homework.)  Students must discuss all planned absences with your teacher at least 2 days prior to the absence to make arrangements to make-up missed material.  Scheduled absences such as doctor appointments and college visits should be kept to a minimum and must be cleared before the absence.
Class Expectations:
 You are expected to be in your seat and working when the tardy bell rings.  If you aren't, and you do not have a note, then you will be charged with and unexcused tardy.  Three unexcused tardies equal one unexcused absence.
 You should have a pencil, paper, your assignment book, textbook, calculator (must have Trig Functions), and math notebook with you every day in class.  Come to class prepared.
 Unless it is a real emergency, you will not be allowed to leave the room during class.  Make sure you use the bathroom and get your materials before the tardy bell rings.

 If you are absent, you are responsible for using Edline to download the day’s notes and get the HW assignment.
 Cell phones must not be visible!  It will be confiscated if a staff member sees it!
 Calculators are to be used for math purposes only.  Any teacher has the right to reset them or confiscate them if they are being used inappropriately.

· If you are absent the day before a test, you will still take the test on the assigned day.  If you are absent on test day, you will take it the day you get back.
Homework Expectations:
 Homework will only be accepted if it is completed on time.  If a student is absent the day a homework is checked, then they have the number of days they were absent to show the teacher their missed assignment(s).

 For credit, homework must include the question or problem, any given diagrams or figures, and all work must be shown.  No exceptions!

 Homework must be legible.
Grades and Homework Online:
Homework assignments, daily notes, and grades will be posted on Edline.  If a student is absent, it is their responsibility to check Edline for missed assignments and notes.  If additional help is needed, plan to come for extra help during one of the times listed above.
