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In thIs sPECIAL EdItIon YoU CAn FInd...
Section A
thE tAttLER
 A substantial portion of the information 
contained within this edition was obtained di-
rectly from the archives of The Tattler. Therefore, 
it is natural to begin the journey into Bethesda-
Chevy Chase High School’s past by looking at 
the history of the paper that has reported on it for 
so long.

Section B
sChooL
 Take a look into the past of Bethesda-
Chevy Chase High School, its building,and  its 
teachers. Life at school is first and foremost 
about academics. See how students of the past 
have studied and interacted with the school as an 
institution. A history of the historic facilities has 
been included as well.

Section C
stUdEnt LIFE And CoMMUnItY
 A school is defined not only by its tradi-
tions, history, policies, and teachers, but also by 
those who attend its classes: the students. Fol-
low along as The Tattler examines student life 
in the past and present, both at school, and in 
the surrounding Bethesda community. See what 
has changed and what has remained the same 
over the history of Bethesda-Chevy Chase High 
School.

Section D
sPoRts
 Athletics play an important role both as 
extracurricular activities and as builders of school 
spirit. Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School has a 
long tradition of athletic excellence that contin-
ues into today’s era. Feel the Baron pride as The 
Tattler brings you eighty years of sports cover-
age in one sitting.

The juxtoposition of the historic front facade of 
A Building (above) and the modern glass-filled 
side of B Building (below) represents the mix-
ing of old and new at Bethesda-Chevy Chase 
High School. Photos by Emily Buckley.

Sing-huen
Text Box
Section A - Front Section
Section B - School
Section C - Student Life and Community
Section D - Sports
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 As The Tattler con-
cludes its eightieth school 
year of publication, it is fit-
ting to take a look back at 
the events that have not only 
defined Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase High School’s news-
paper, but that have shaped 
the school itself.
 This 80th Anniver-
sary Edition of The Tattler 
offers a glimpse into B-CC’s 
past. With regard to the sub-
jects chosen to remark upon, 
the editors and staff have 
tried to be as expansive in 
scope as possible. This edi-
tion should give students a 
well-rounded picture of life 
through the ages at B-CC. 
However, as with any ven-
ture of this magnitude, it 
is impossible to cover all 
topics, clubs, and events of 
the past and present, and 
omissions certainly do not 
indicate any judgment of 
worth.
 As the editors of 
The Tattler wrote in the 50th 
Anniversary Edition, B-CC 
has a “tradition of excel-
lence” in all areas of student 
life, whether it be academic, 
extracurricular, or athletic. 
This spirit or tradition of ex-
cellence that began in 1926 
on Wilson Lane lives on in 
today’s student body. 
 Everyday, there are 
examples of “the ideal stu-
dent,” as described by The 
Tattler in its first edition: 
“The ideal student believes 
in his school and always 
does his best, and tries his 
best, by his attitude and 
conduct, to constantly im-
prove it.” And of course, 
“If he possibly can, he sub-
scribes to the school paper.” 

Barons certainly do not lack 
the school pride described 
above as being a quality of 
the ideal student.
 Even more impor-
tantly, B-CC students are 
constantly striving to do 
their best and improve their 
school. It is this quality of 
Bethesdonians, as The Tat-
tler called B-CC students, 
that defines the Baron tra-
dition of excellence. And 
it is through this dedication 
to integrity, school, and 
distinction that B-CC will 
continue to move upwards 
towards The Tattler’s nine-
tieth anniversary and be-
yond.

On first day of school, Bar-
ons examine several chalk 
boards to see where to go. 
This ritual has repeated, al-
though in different forms, 
since B-CC’s founding in 
1926. Today’s students have 
computer print-outs instead 
of chalk writing to read.  
Photo courtesy of The Tat-
tler.
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Edition. Rubin has been co-
ordinating research, writing, 
and editing, and has been 
preparing for publication 
for almost two years, since 
Tattler advisor Jon Virden 
conceived of the idea. 
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By Erika Mink

 He couldn’t win 
the beard growing contest, 
but if there were a mus-
tache growing contest, Mr. 
Virden’s victory would be 
assured. In 1989, after his 
daughter said she had never 
seen him without a mus-
tache, Virden decided to 
shave it all off. But since 
then he has had his mus-
tache in one form or anoth-
er. Many students know Mr. 
Virden as the English teach-
er with the funny mustache. 
But there is much more 
to him behind this image. 
 Virden was born in 
Oklahoma, but moved to 
Maryland where his father 
was stationed. Growing 
up in the area, he attended 
B-CC and graduated with 
the class of 1957. As a stu-
dent he was very low key. 
When he went to school at 
B-CC, the school was a lot 
bigger, but was also a lot 
less diverse. After attend-
ing B-CC for all four years 
of high school, Virden went 
to the University of Mary-
land. During his last year of 
college, he decided that he 
wanted to become a teacher. 
Until he became a teacher, 
Virden was a proofreader 
for the Montgomery Senti-
nel. After a year of proof-
reading newspapers, he de-
cided it was “too boring” 
and moved on to teaching 
at Whitman High School. 
There he taught grades ten 

Mr. Virden: The Man 
Behind the Moustache

through twelve a variety 
of English classes. After 
teaching at Whitman for fif-
teen years, Virden returned 
to B-CC in 1982 where he 
continued to teach an as-
sortment of classes. Virden 
is currently teaching twelfth 
grade AP English Literature 
and Journalism 1 and 2. 
Though he has been teach-
ing for over forty years, he 
still likes his job and above 
all, “enjoys the people [he] 
works with.” Getting the 
chance to work with high 
school students is espe-
cially interesting for Virden 
because he can watch stu-
dents develop throughout 
their high school careers 
and he feels, “it keeps a 
certain interest about [him] 
and keeps [him] young.”
 Throughout his 
teaching career Virden has 
witnessed several interest-
ing events. The teacher 
strike in 1968 and the shoot-
ing of John F. Kennedy 
came as enormous shocks 
for him. Even though the 
teacher strike did not affect 
much of the nation, as a 
teacher at Whitman it came 
as a big surprise for Virden. 
He also recalls the shooting 
of John F. Kennedy as be-
ing the worst memory as a 
teacher. “An announcement 
was made during my 4th 
period class and everyone 
was just stunned and didn’t 
know what to say or do,” 
said Virden. Since, he has 
been a teacher for a very 

long time, he has had the 
privilege of teaching cur-
rent teachers at B-CC and 
the parents of many stu-
dents. Virden has also had 
the chance to work at two 
very different rival schools. 
Because they are both high 
schools in Bethesda, B-CC 
and Whitman seem like 
they would be interchange-
able. But, teaching at the 
two schools was very differ-
ent for Virden, and he says, 
“comparing the two is like 
comparing apples and orang-
es. They are two very differ-
ent schools.” And for now 
he happy teaching at B-CC.
 B-CC has changed 
a lot since Mr. Virden was 
in high school. He has wit-
nessed several changes, par-
ticularly in the student body. 
He explains, “When I was in 
high school, B-CC was an 
all white school. Now, the 
student body is a lot more 
diverse.” B-CC’s academics 
have also changed. More 
rigorous programs such as 
AP and IB have been added, 
and he feels “academics have 
also come up considerably.”
 If he is not hand-
ing out an essay to his AP 
English Literature class or 
discussing editorials with 
his journalism classes, Mr. 
Virden likes running, read-
ing, and watching movies. 
Some of his favorite mov-
ies include “The English 
Patient” and “The Fugi-
tive.” Some of the books 

he enjoys reading are Lord 
Jim and Return of the Na-
tive. Another one of his 
hobbies is sailing. He owns 
several sailboats and enjoys 

sailing on the weekends in 
Annapolis. Mr. Virden has 
taught at B-CC for a very 
long time and looks for-
ward to the years to come. 

Virden joins members of the administration and class of 1954 alumni in front of B-CC’s 
new sign, a gift from the 1954 class. Photo courtesy of the B-CC Foundation.

Virden sports his unique moustache. Photo courtesy of 
B-CC High School.

Virden casually poses for a photograph. Photo courtesy of 
The Tattler.
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Questions, 
Comments, 
Letters to 

the Editor?

They may be mailed to:
 Bethesda-Chevy Chase H.S.
 4301 East-West Highway
 Bethesda, Maryland  20814

Or e-mailed to:
 bcctattler@hotmail.com

Students may also submit ques-
tions, comments, or letters to Mr. 
Virden’s room in A308 or give them 
directly to any member of the Tat-
tler staff.

The Tattler

Staff Writers: L. Barkin, C. De Boinville, A. Finkelstein, K. Howard, N. Joseph, 
M. Kaplun, A. Kurz, A. McIntosh, H. Miller, N. Misa, D. O’Connor, P. Piazze-
McMahon, K. Semerjian, L. Wolf

 In the years The Tat-
tler has been in existence, 
the world has changed a 
great deal, as have many 
facets of society. From the 
government to the SGA, 
and foreign relations to lo-
cal rivalries, The Tattler has 
given the world an idea of 
the general sentiment of 
the Bethesda- Chevy Chase 
student body as to various 
current affairs within the 
school, community, coun-
try, and world. Throughout 
the history of The Tattler, 
the editorials have alternat-
ed between issues related to 
the school and issues that af-
fect the greater population.
 In the late 1920’s, 
when The Tattler was start-
ed, it focused mainly on sub-
jects within the school. One 
recurring theme during this 
time and the early 1930’s 
was that of the appearance 
of the school. At a time 
when B-CC was new to the 
community, the editors of 
The Tattler urged the student 
body to have pride in their 
school and to work to keep 
it neat. During this time, 
there were also a number of 
editorials about the emerg-

ing Tattler. A 1929 editorial 
exposed the struggle of The 
Tattler staff as they tried to 
find a niche in the school, 
saying that with all the 
criticism they came across, 
the staff resolved to “tend 
to [their] own business.” 
In 1930, The Tattler began 
publishing “The Forum,” a 
letter to the editor section, 
and soon after announced 
that editorials would reflect 
the opinion of the entire 
school. Today, editorials 
represent solely the opinions 
of The Tattler staff. In 1936, 
The Tattler published the re-
sults of their first poll of the 
student body, which showed 
that the majority favored 
Roosevelt over Landon. 
 In the tumultuous 
world of the 1940’s, The 
Tattler staff focused main-
ly on problems within the 
school. Aside from a 1939 
editorial promoting isola-
tionism, The Tattler mainly 
focused on crippling prob-
lems within the school, such 
as the rapidly decreasing 
senior privileges and gum 
underneath desks. As the 
decade continued, editori-
als became slightly more 
nationally focused, and ac-

cording to a student poll, 
Dewey was the two to one 
favorite in the 1948 election. 
 In the 1950’s, The 
Tattler continued its trend of 
national focus. For example, 
one editorial promoted suf-
frage for eighteen-year-olds, 
saying that if they can fight, 
they can vote. And, like the 
rest of the country, The Tat-
tler spoke out against com-
munism in a few editorials 
as the Cold War was in full 
swing. However, The Tattler 
still did remain attentive to 
issues in the school, revisit-
ing matters such as the threat 
posed by a messy cafeteria.  
 Unlike previous de-
cades, the editorials of the 
1960’s showed strong opin-
ions in all manner of sub-
jects, from entertainment 
to government to trends 
to school policy. Follow-
ing a letter to the editor at-
tacking the non-separated 
nature of church and state 
at Bethesda-Chevy Chase, 
The Tattler took a stand, 
saying that all cultures and 
ideas should be accepted 
at B-CC. Reflecting a sen-
timent felt all around the 
country, students at B-CC 
pushed for more freedoms. This included criticizing 

the administrator’s policies 
on dress code regulations, 
which were seen as all too 
strict and confining. As the 
feeling on campus became 
more liberal, The Tattler 
announced that it would 
like to serve as a forum for 
student opinion. However, 
a 1967 editorial did state 
disapproval about rising 
drug abuse at B-CC. During 
the 1960’s, The Tattler also 
did its best to evoke school 
spirit, encouraging students 
to support B-CC against 
their biggest rival, Blair. 
 In the early 1970’s, 
students at B-CC were ac-
tive in movements such as 
anti-war, which editorials in 
The Tattler supported. How-
ever, as the 1970’s went on, 
students became increasing-
ly apathetic. The Tattler was 
alarmed by this development 
and urged students to take a 
stand on the happenings in 
their society and community. 
 In the 1980’s, the 
editorials of The Tattler 
once again were largely a 
mix of national and com-
munity issues. One editorial 
discussed Reagan’s presi-
dency, saying that it was a 
success, as was shown by 

a favorable poll of the stu-
dent body. In the middle of 
the decade, following an 
accident with a nuclear re-
actor at the Naval Medical 
Center, The Tattler ran a 
couple of editorials oppos-
ing the use of nuclear en-
ergy. Race was also a focal 
point in the 1980’s, in light 
of a hate crime in Atlanta 
and hostility felt by Iranians 
after the hostage conflict. 
The Tattler also expressed 
doubt over the closing of 
the Bethesda- Chevy Chase 
area middle school, Leland.
 In its eighty year 
history, Tattler editorials 
have covered a full range of 
topics and have developed 
into an important outlet for 
student opinion. In many 
ways, editorials and opinion 
pieces have come full circle; 
in 2006, the opinion pieces 
of The Tattler seem once 
again to be focused on the 
problems faced within the 
school. The Tattler staff of 
the 1960’s may have written 
about racial issues and drug 
problems, but the present 
day staff prefers to keep the 
focus on school and student 
issues. Hence, the student 
body is well informed about 
public displays of affection.

By Leah Wolf

Editorials and Opinions of The Tattler

The Tattler is a public forum for student discussion about 
current school and political issues. The student staff of The 
Tattler makes content decisions in consultation with the 
teacher advisor, Jon Virden. Graphic courtesy of Minion-
software.com.
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The Flags of The Tattler: A Retrospective 
Look at the Changing Styles of B-CC’s 

School Newspaper
The flag of a newspaper is located at the top of the first page. It contains the name 
of the publication, the date, and the edition number. Often, the flag also contains 
“blurbs” called teasers or skyboxes that advertise stories contained within the paper.

Learn the Lingo
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Tattler Flags Change Over Time
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The chaos and activity of The Tattler newsroom in the 
past. Although smaller, The Tattler’s current office can 
often be equally as hectic. Photo courtesy of The Tattler.

Above is the first page of the first edition of The Tattler. 
Started in 1926, The Tattler is Montgomery County’s old-
est continously running student newspaper. Photo cour-
tesy of The Tattler.

Jon Virden, The Tattler’s 
charismatic and dedicated 
teacher advisor. Virden’s 
appearance is defined by his 
distinguished moustache. 
Virden also teaches English 
and journalism at B-CC. 
Photo courtesy of The Wash-
ington Post.

A commemorative sticker from 
the 50th Anniversary Edition, 
published during the 1975-
1976 school year. Notice the 
distinctive pine tree emblem 
on the left side of the sticker. 
Photo courtesy of The Tattler.
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