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Membership Report

We need you! Join Ritchie Park ES PTA and support its many great programs and funding of needed supplies for the school. We currently are 161 PTA Members strong.  PTA is a wonderful way to get involved in your child's school. It’s not too late to join. Please send in your PTA dues ($15 per voting member) to the office. If you have any questions, please contact Marquette Heaven (see sidebar).
Mark Your Calendars
Restaurant Night at Zoe’s Kitchen will be on Sept. 27th from 4 to 6:30 p.m. Zoe’s Kitchen is located at 12505 Park Potomac Avenue, Potomac. You can dine-in or carry-out but you have to bring the postcard that came home in the backpacks for 15% of the proceeds to go toward Ritchie Park. For more information, check out their website www.zoeskitchen.com or contact Suzanne Smith, srrn74@hotmail.com. 
Volunteer Orientation will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 5th in the APR at 7 p.m. followed by the October PTA Meeting at 7:30 p.m. Volunteers help children in the cafeteria, make copies for busy teachers, re-shelve library books, and help in the classroom. You don't have to volunteer a lot of hours, the school is happy for any that you can contri​bute.  Please come for this brief summary of important information you need to know to volunteer in-school this year.  This Orientation is required for all volunteers in the school—even if you’ve taken the training in the past. Child care for toilet-trained children will be provided starting at 6:45pm. Please RSVP to the office for child care with the number and ages of your children.  Drop-ins will be accepted if space is available. If you can​not attend this session of Volunteer Orientation, alternate sessions will be offered.  Ritchie Park values volunteer help!
Pizza Bingo will be held Friday, October 8th from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at St. Raphael's Trumpet Room across the street from Ritchie Park. There will be pizza and salad from Potomac Pizza, ice cream sundaes, and, of course, bingo games with great prizes! Enjoy a fun night out with the whole family! Volunteers are needed.  Please contact Stephanie Hart (see sidebar).
Advocacy Corner

SOUND OFF!  Three opportunities for you to provide your views and shape policy:
Have a perspective about school capacity?  The Rockville Mayor and Council are seeking comments on their “Municipal Growth Element” amendment to the City’s Comprehensive Master Plan, which includes the impact of growth on schools. A public hearing was held on September 13 and the record for comments is open until close of business on October 8. Details on the amendment and how to submit comments can be found at:  http://www.rockvillemd.gov/news/2010/ 08-august/08-13-10.html. The RM Cluster PTAs (and a number of interested RPES parents) provided testi​mony, including our resolution passed by the PTA, which can be found on the RPES website.
The Montgomery County Board of Education is hosting two commu​nity forums from 7-9 p.m. on Oct. 13 at the Carver Center and Oct 28 at Wheaton HS, which are open for public participation. These meetings are part of their strategic planning process. Questions to be discussed include:  What do you value about MCPS? We can’t do it all, so what should top priorities be? What can’t MCPS do without? What is needed for continued improvement in MCPS for the next 5-10 years and beyond? Interested parents may register by calling Martha Sequira in the Board Of​fice at 301-279-3617. Space is limited and registration closes the Friday be​fore each Forum.  Childcare is available and interpreters will be provided in Spanish, French, Chinese, Korean and Vietnamese, if requested.

Unable to attend the Community Forums, but want to offer your views to the BOE? Please provide feedback to MCPS by using the Feedback link in the middle of the page:   http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/community/forums/.  Contact Cheryl Moss Herman (see sidebar) for more info.

FUNDRAISING HIGHLIGHTS
One of the goals of the PTA is to raise funds to benefit our school and our children. Over 70% of the funds raised go back to our school. One way is to earn money for our school while you’re shopping, online or offline.

Supermarket Loyalty Cards

The PTA earned about $3000 last year through the supermarket loyalty program. The PTA encourages you to take a look at the supermarket loyalty cards in your wallet and sign them up so that RPES can qualify for the money that Giant Food, Safeway, Harris Teeter and Bloom make availa​ble to schools. The easiest thing to do is go to the websites for Giant Food (Our Stores - Bonus Bucks), Harris Teeter (Community - Together in Educa​tion) and Bloom (Bloom for your School) and register your numbers.  Safe​way customers need to go to www.eScrip.com to register for Safeway's program.  This is a super-fast and super-easy way to help support RPES. If you have any questions or problems, please contact ChristinaHalpern@comcast.net.
Collecting Box Tops
Box Tops can be found on hundreds of products that you buy for your fam​ily. It’s easy for the kids to help. Just cut out the Box Tops and send them to school in baggies or envelopes to your child's teacher. Turn in all the Box Tops that you’ve collected over the summer. The next mailing dead​line for the Box Tops collected is Oct. 30th so send your Box Tops in ASAP. Contact Roxana Hall, roxanafh@att. blackberry.net for more information.

Online Marketplace at Boxtops4Education.com
Shopping online is an easy way to earn money for RPES. On Box​tops4education.com, at last count there were about 150 online stores, like Target, Overstock.com, Wal-mart, Sears, etc., that are giving a percentage of your purchase back to the school. First, you need to sign up for an ac​count. Then, when you’re ready to purchase, simply start at Boxtops 4education.com, click on your store and then shop as you normally would. Contact Roxana Hall, roxanafh@att.blackberry. net for more information.
Online Mall at eScrip.com

If you linked your Safeway loyalty card to donate to RPES, then you had to sign up for an eScrip account. eScrip also has an online shopping site with over 700 merchant partners. Go to escrip.com, click on the store and start shopping. A percen​tage of your purchase will go back to our school. 
WAYS TO VOLUNTEER
Our Restaurant Chair needs help coordinating Dominos Pizza Night fundraisers and publicizing events. If you are interested, please contact Suzanne Smith, srrn74@hotmail.com. 
Also needed…Spring Auction Chairperson (Contact Sharri Freedman, see sidebar) and Correspondence/Gift Coordinator (Contact Karla Berggren, see sidebar)
A BIG THANK YOU TO…

Kristen Swiggett and family for leading the school supply drive and to the many RPES families who so generously contributed! Your donations will make the school year brighter for other RPES students as well many students throughout our community.  In addition to many new beautiful backpacks, scissors, and rulers, you donations included:  315 pencils, 42 glue sticks, 35 notebooks, 16 packs of crayons, and 7 packs of markers.

2010-2011 RPES PTA Officers


Jennifer Young, President


young.jennifer@gmail.com


301-309-8764


�Stephanie DiFrancesco, President-Elect


sdifrancesco@live.com


301-340-7696�


Sharri Freedman, Fundraising VP �sharribeth@aol.com


301-251-4478





Karla Berggren. Programs VP


Karla_hunt_berg@yahoo.com


301-424-8878


�Angie Dixson, Secretary


angiedixson@aol.com


301-340-7266


 �Carrie Hirschfield, Treasurer


chirshfield@yahoo.com


301-605-7009 





PTA Board of Directors also includes the following members: 


Cheryl Moss Herman, Delegate to MoCo Council of PTAs and Cluster Coordinator for RM Cluster


hermanfour@msn.com


301-610-6634�


Richard Hart, Delegate to MoCo Council of PTAs and Past President


theharts99@yahoo.com


301-424-3446�


Marquette Heaven, Membership Chair


marquetteheaven@aol.com


301-294-6540�


Randi Freundlich, Communications Chair


�HYPERLINK "http://us.mc1121.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rwfreundlich@gmail.com"�rwfreundlich@gmail.com�


301-424-0663�


Catherine McCoskey, Teacher Representative


Catherine_L_McCoskey@mcpsmd.org


301-279-8475�


Catherine Long, Principal


Catherine_Long@mcpsmd.org


301-279-8475





Mary Ellen Dixon, Asst. Principal


MaryEllen_Dixon@mcpsmd.org


301-279-8475 





Upcoming PTA Events


Sept. 27, 4-7:30 p.m.�
Restaurant Night at Zoe’s Kitchen�
�
Oct. 5, 7 p.m.�
Volunteer Orientation & PTA Meeting�
�
Oct. 8, 5:30 p.m.�
Pizza Bingo at St. Raphael’s�
�
Oct. 13, 7-9 p.m.�
MCPS BOE Community Forum at Carver Center�
�
Oct. 22�
Turn in Box Tops�
�
Oct. 28, 7-9 p.m.�
MCPS BOE Community Forum at Wheaton HS�
�






Reminders:


Turn in your Kidstuff Coupon Book payments by Mon. Sept. 27th 


Make sure your kids have plenty of water at lunch as most classes have recess before lunch.













