Ritchie Park Elementary PTA
     Meeting Minutes – September 6, 2011
Attendees: Sign in sheet attached.







Meeting called to order 7:35 PM
Approval of June 7th 2011 meeting minutes with 1 change.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:

Ms. Long announced that the media assistants hours were cut from full to half, so Ms. Stilos has gone and a new assistant will begin with the school. The first ‘Listen and Learn’ event of the year is Thursday evening 9/8/11. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:

Steve had nothing to report at this time.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:

Marquette announced that we have 117 PTA members to include staff and parents.

FUNDRAISING REPORT:

Sharri announced that the direct donation for the ELMOS has kicked off.

Restaurant night will begin 9/22, there will be one per month. We need another co chair in order to have a silent auction at Pizza Bingo.

New this year is the Boosterthon which will happen in late May

Sharri explained that the PTA funds the cultural arts programs, proud panther stickers, a pledge to Ms. Long so she can buy things for the school among other things.

ADVOCACY REPORT:

Jennifer let us know that MCPS is planning a study of all the schools in our cluster to hopefully address the over enrollment problems. She urged everyone to attend The Superintendents Listen and Learn this Thursday as this will be a good learning opportunity for all.

GRADE REP AND ROOM PARENTS:

Erin reported that we now have a 5th grade rep – Maritz Ortega. Kindergarten has enough grade reps but all other grades are lacking.  Erin reminded us that party money is due and to please send in $15 per child to cover all the parties for the year.
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS:

Christina explained the importance of registering your grocery loyalty cards. 

Roxana explained how the box tops work and that collections for the box tops are Halloween and Valentine’s Day.
Chanda Wyatt introduced herself as the NAACP council representative

Karla briefed us on Sneak Peak being a huge success and thanked everyone involved and everyone for coming out

Rachel explained that volunteer training must be taken each year that you volunteer. It takes 20 minutes and the dates are 9/7 @ 2:30; 9/8 @ 9:00 and 10/4 @ 7:00 (right before the PTA meeting

Cat let us know that the school supply drive is still going on and we need more hand sanitizer

Innisbrook sale started on Friday, we need to pay with a check to the school in order to get credit – not on line.

Pizza Bingo will be at St. Raphael’s on 10/28, kids can all come in costume

Spirit Gear is still taking orders at this time

Sign up for the listserv is on everyone’s chair. Once email is sent you only need to reply back with confirmation. We are urging everyone to sign up for this.

Jennifer explained that we will receive a email to update our directory info as part of the paperless initiative. Only the info we provide is what will show in the directory.  Free directory apps on some smart phones will be available for PTA members.

NEW BUSINESS:
We do not have a president elect at this time. Nor do we have a volunteer coordinator or lunch/recess volunteer. Also need Gifted and talented liaison, volunteer for corporate donations and we need a co chair for the Barnes and Noble book Fair.
We are urging everyone to take part in the paper free initiative, this will free up a lot of time for the teachers and teacher volunteers as well as save money – and save trees!!!

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Volunteer orientation 9/7 and 9/8

School supply drive ends 9/9

Directory forms due 9/23

Mama Lucia restaurant night 9/22 – take out is included!

Innisbrook ends 9/19

Volunteer orientation 10/4 before PTA mtg (child care available)

California Tortilla Town Square and Ben and Jerry’s restaurant night 10/12
Pizza Bingo 10/28

Meeting adjourned 8:50PM
