Ritchie Park Elementary PTA
     Meeting Minutes – December 7, 2010

ATTENDED:
See sign in sheet attached…
PTA Meeting called to order: 7:40 P.M.

Approval of November 4th minutes. Minutes approved with correction of one typo.
TREASURER’S REPORT, CARRIE HIRSCHFIELD:
Currently have 39k in the bank
Approval of October 5th meeting minutes. Motion to approve with the following changes:  

First page of meeting minutes states that Cheryl testified for the school on 9/27, change ‘testified’ to ‘offered cluster comments’.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:
Ms. Long reported on the Maryland’s adoption of the  Core Set of Standards and about the curriculum needing to be realigned to conform to this. A work group will be formed to oversee the implementation of this. These changes should not affect RPES until after a couple years. 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT – MARQUETTE HEAVEN:

Marquette reported there are 200 PTA members to date. Another reminder will go out around the 1st of the year.

ADVOCACY REPORT – JENNIFER YOUNG & CHERYL MOSS HERMAN:

Jennifer reported about the Elementary iintegrated curriculum being implemented in all MCES. The curriculum will be web based for the teachers – k-2 will definitely be implemented next year.

Cheryl thanks everyone who came to the BOE on 11/11 for their support. Cheryl reported on the BOE’s decision on overcrowding issues. The feasibility study will be done by 7/1 when the new fiscal year begins.  The architect selection process for the new school begins next week.

The operating budget was discussed in terms of the fact that we gained 2,500 additional students this year and if the old law is abided by (the amount of money spent per student during the course of a year must not be less the following year) we will essentially need more money next year, which will likely not happen. Maryland however, can ask for a waiver.

Cluster testimony will take place 1/19 @ 8pm in front of the BOE, school support is welcome and appreciated.  On 1/3 the BOE and the entire county council will get toegtehr to discuss the operation budget.

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS:
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR – ERIN LOBATO:

Book fair made just under 16k of gross sales and 1k od new books will be bought for the library. About 4k will go to the PTA.  Parents in the RPES community added 220 books to the teachers classroom libraries. Approx. 50 volunteers helped out at the fair and the sign up genius was a huge success and time saver.

Storytelling night was a big success as well and the PTA gifted to the teacher readers something form their wish lists as a thank you.

During the storytelling night the 5th graders went outside for stargazing, this is a part of the 5th grade curriculum at this time.  The donation box from the kids grossed about $32.00.

SKATE NIGHT – KARLA BERGGREN:

This was the 3rd annual skate night. 70 families attended. The 5th graders sold snacks and food and grossed over $400.00.

INTERNATIONAL NIGHT – ROSIE PEELE:

International night had 16 displays and 500 people attended this event.

NAACP – MARQUETTE HEAVEN

There is no update at this time.

MUSIC AND DABCE NIGHT – KARLA BERGGREN:

Music and dance night is a free family event. It will take place on January 21st, there will be a D.J and the Manna Mania kick-off begins that night. Reminder to bring in canned food!

COMMUNITY SERVICE – JENNIFER YOUNG:

Last year Manna mania received 400 pounds of food donations.

CULTURAL ARTS – KARLA BEGGREN:

Friday Dec. 10th there is a K-2 assembly and 3-5 back to back.  Joe Roman will lead the assembly with magic and promotion of his book “the magic is real”. Order forms will come home Friday in backpacks for the book and magic trick. 
The assembly in January will be ‘Exposing kids to opera”

March 3rd is the tentative date for the Variety Show and Tonya Greenspan will be chairing the event.

More pictures and volunteers are still needed for the yearbook.

RESTAURANT NIGHT:

$90 was made from Austin Grill. No numbers yet from Fuddruckers. Next restaurant night may be in Rockville town Center.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – JENNIFER YOUNG:

Rachel Hicks has been voted in as President. 
The directory app for smart phones is coming in January.

No PTA meeting in January.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM
