Ritchie Park Elementary PTA
     Meeting Minutes – November 4, 2010

ATTENDED:
See sign in sheet attached…
PTA Meeting called to order: 7:35 P.M.

SPEAKER FROM MCPS FOOD SERVICES: 

The speaker from food services shared information regarding calorie and fat levels, USDA requirements such as all food items containing vitamins A, C, calcium and iron. The flavored milk is non fat and reduced in sugar. Food service is trying to develop new menus items such as beef and broccoli with rice, sweet potato fries and soy nuggets – some of which was brought to the meeting for sampling. The food handling and assembly practices were shared tih us as well. Whole grains are serviced in every item except the hamburger bun. Plate waste studies are preformed to know which foods are generally not eaten so they can be taken off the menus.  The child’s account can be flagged so as not to get a 2nd or 3rd lunch!

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS:
SPEAKER, STEVEN BURCHETT:

Steve is offering a free boys lacrosse clinic on November 14th from 9-10AM at Champions Field House. Steven needs to complete a personal project for school and because of his love for the sport, he chose to do his project on Lacrosse. The clinic will be coached by RM players and Julius West teachers.

Approval of October 5th meeting minutes. Motion to approve with the following changes:  

First page of meeting minutes states that Cheryl testified for the school on 9/27, change ‘testified’ to ‘offered cluster comments’.
TREASURER’S REPORT, CARRIE HIRSCHFIELD:

Carrie reported we received our additional $1,000 from Capital One Bank. Pizza Bingo netted $1,700 - $300 better than expected. We currently have $36,000 in the bank.
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS:
COMMUNITY SERVICE – KARLA BERGGREN:

Walk for Heros is on Veterns Day (11/11) and is just for the kids. Students are making cards and will be sent to the soldiers overseas.

Wednesday was the 3rd waste free Wednesday.

The 3rd annual Skate night is Sat. 11/13 from 6:30-8. $5 tickets and $3.50 for skates. All food is preordered.

International night is Nov. 18th, more volunteers are needed for table displays.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT – MARQUETTE HEAVEN:

Marquette stated that it’s not too late to become a member!

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – CATHERINE LONG:
Ms. Long reported she is working on the black top getting paved and the 4 square and hopscotch repainted, this is scheduled to happen the Friday after Thanksgiving – this date is subject to change. The blue playground equipment that was damaged will be replaced at no cost to us.
Ms Long reminded everyone that during a fire alarm everyone must exit the building and be at least 50 feet from the building.

ADVOCACY REPORT:
To address the overcrowding MCPS and the county will have a committee is being put together for a feasibility study to determine if opening a new ES school is a good option as is an addition to Julius West and/or moving the Chinese Immersion program from Bell ES. RPES needs a least 1 parent to be at this feasibility study.
A boundary study for the possible new school will take place in approximately 2-1/2 years.

Thursday 11/11 Cheryl will provide testimony on our behalf regarding the overcrowding in our cluster. Parents are urged to attend with RPES shirts to show our spirit and dedication to this issue since all the county officials will be there to see. Our time slot is from 7-8PM.

NEW BUSINESS – JENNIFER YOUNG:

President-elect Stephanie DiFransesco has resigned, we are seeking a new President-elect who will assist Jennifer for the rest of this school year and will then serve the 2011-2012 term as President.
Year book needs help with sales and distribution and help with organizing the book cover.

Next PTA meeting is December 7th.
