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Lesson 
Objectives

All Grade 5 students 
will review 

and/or learn:

● The definition of Student 
Service Learning (SSL)

● The state of Maryland and 
MCPS requirements for SSL

● How to earn SSL hours
● An overview of the MCPS 

SSL Program
○ Awards
○ Forms
○ Resources
○ Webpages
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What is the definition of SSL?

Helping and 
caring for a 
community

Hands-on 
learning

Character 
and social 

development

Student Service Learning
BeWell365 Essential:

Character Development 

and Empathy
A State 

Graduation 
Requirement



ADVOCACY03

● Educating others about a particular issue to 
eliminate the cause of a particular problem

● Ex. writing letters to legislators or editors; 
preparing and displaying posters, plays, or 
other educational materials for others

INDIRECT02

● Service without face-to-face contact with the 
recipient, channeling resources to help 
alleviate a problem 

● Ex. food & clothing drives; thons or 
fundraisers; environmental projects

DIRECT01
● Face-to-face with the recipients of their 

service
● Ex. tutoring, visiting children in hospitals, and 

serving at soup kitchens

What are the different types of service?



REFLECTION03
● Reflect throughout the 

service-learning experience 
● Engage in thoughtful contemplation 

and evaluation

ACTION02
● Meet a recognized need in the 

community
● Develop student responsibility

PREPARATION01
● Gain knowledge and skills needed for 

service 
● Learn about the community and the 

importance of active citizenry

What are the required phases of SSL?



What are the Student 
Requirements for SSL?
✔ MCPS students must complete 

75 SSL hours for graduation

✔ MCPS students may begin to earn SSL 

hours the summer after completing 

grade 5 

✔ Students continue to earn hours 

throughout middle and high school



How do students earn 75 SSL hours?

Specific Academic Courses

• Grade 6 Science (10 hours)

• Grade 7 English (10 hours)

• Grade 8 Social Studies 
(10 hours)

• High School Class – 
National, State, and Local 
(NSL) Government 
(15 hours)

Non-Profit Agencies

• Approved SSL opportunities 
with MCPS SSL Organizations 
through the Montgomery 
County Volunteer Center 
(MCVC) website 

• Submit MCPS Form 560-50 for 
approval to serve with a 
non-profit agency that is not an 
MCPS SSL organization
(https://bit.ly/SSLPreApproval)

45 Total Hours for In-School Classes 30 Total Hours from Outside of School

https://bit.ly/SSLPreApproval


Organizations and opportunities 
that meet MCPS SSL guidelines are 
identified with a graduation cap 
icon. Hours from these 
organizations are approved.

All Community SSL Activities Must be Pre-Approved

Listed as pre-approved on the 
Montgomery County 
Volunteer Center website, 
www.montgomeryserves.org  

Pre-approved with MCPS Form 
560-50 confirmed in advance 
by the SSL coordinator 
https://bit.ly/SSLPreApproval

All community SSL activities are:
● During lunch or outside of the 

school day
● For a non-profit agency
● Not religious in nature
● In a public place
● Supervised (not by a parent or 

relative)
● For volunteer only (not paid)
● For no more than 8 hours in a day

http://www.montgomeryserves.org
https://bit.ly/SSLPreApproval


Pre-Approved Virtual/Remote MCPS SSL Opportunities 
Offered Until the End of the 2021-2022 School Year

Pre-Approved Virtual/Remote SSL activities must be:
● completed under the sponsorship of a nonprofit representative 

● posted on www.montgomeryserves.org and tagged with the blue 

MCPS SSL banner and graduation cap icon

● completed through the summer of 2021 and until the end of the 

2021-2022 school year

MCPS SSL Guidelines for Virtual/Remote Service can be found at: 
https://bit.ly/VirtualSSLGuidelines

MCPS SSL Virtual Opportunities:  https://bit.ly/VirtualSSL2020 

http://www.montgomeryserves.org
https://bit.ly/VirtualSSLGuidelines
https://bit.ly/VirtualSSL2020


MCPS Form 560-51: 
SSL Activity Verification Form
https://bit.ly/SSLReflection 

• Students and Supervisors 
must complete the form.

• Students will submit the 
form to their middle 
school SSL Coordinator. 

• Summer SSL hours can be 
turned in at the start of 
the following school year.

https://bit.ly/SSLReflection
https://bit.ly/SSLCoordinatorsMS
https://bit.ly/SSLCoordinatorsMS
https://bit.ly/SSLReflection
https://bit.ly/SSLReflection


MCPS Form 560-50: 
Individual SSL Request
https://bit.ly/SSLPreApproval 

• Used to obtain 
pre-approval prior to 
service with an 
organization not listed on 
www.montgomeryserves.org 

• Submit to ssl@mcpsmd.org 
during the summer and 
the school SSL Coordinator 
during the school year

https://bit.ly/SSLPreApproval
http://www.montgomeryserves.org
mailto:ssl@mcpsmd.org
https://bit.ly/SSLPreApproval
https://bit.ly/SSLPreApproval


What is the goal?   75 SSL Hours

Check off a 
graduation 

requirement early 

Earn 
Superintendent’s 

SSL Award in 
Middle School

Earn the Certificate of Meritorious Service and a purple tassel 
if you earn 260 SSL hours or more by the end of your HS senior year!



MCPS SSL Program Resources
MCPS SSL Program Overview MCPS SSL Search Tips for MCVC

   MCPS SSL Flowchart MCPS SSL in Action Video

Available in:
- Amharic
- Chinese
- English
- French
- Korean
- Spanish
- Vietnamese

Available in:
- Amharic
- Chinese
- English 
- French
- Korean
- Spanish
- Vietnamese

Interactive Flowchart: 
bit.ly/SSLLiveFlowchart

Available in:
- Amharic
- Chinese
- English 
- French
- Korean
- Spanish
- Vietnamese

BeWell365 Essential:
Character Education 
and Empathy

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HNdUdAiqk2983ZdAyd7jTj6Ak7uTqbn2
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pLpABc9MPPKI3nh2n_KV2QgmkzyBMyuF
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1MVSGEzYJD_ygdeqNaJ2TWmDvdxdOH-Gs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HNdUdAiqk2983ZdAyd7jTj6Ak7uTqbn2
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Y_tCxVb55dtBeO1CLNc2Mi2SQkINesGk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1l6W6u8zOI_ixB-zzRkKFWT1DEOM9hfVY
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1d4qeYipiEOHoZjKzzCpljBP3rLS_wRGH
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1AFEgcG13TgH5PskJd6cIVFIXpXSNoKcE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=186SYqmF-Ywpx9qRdpr9DWamm2B4diAXj
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QwCI1zxvP-_V2BN7Lpj4hobkzhdFYe96
https://drive.google.com/open?id=192XKsUjEpUEmPoIi4-8cjcTi0S0j4Tp4
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uP7MQ4JyVPeJZVJSmeW2S0NXueZJ9J5r
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qqjldhOeAM3Dz5jhRyJPHvHlWDVn0iFE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lcLWablBXp0UMWrh_d58wagq4P53zety
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XvB7_ztNa7rtyjnMa-5kZm75uRpU0ro_
http://bit.ly/SSLLiveFlowchart
http://bit.ly/SSLFlowchart
http://bit.ly/SSLSearchTips
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jqfEtyJzkVHWQD6H7jTP7JdqFOKcWMzo
https://drive.google.com/open?id=18jyoW6mLcZCVZRQxBPIq285DSdGmlRUf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1BRiJvEp2VrUMMUYVnoCzmSne_Burn7RU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1B7VI21O09M3Zxy5xdlLz24c2xw1DPm0x
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Wc77aY0ggIlNLMaOdk5jKFzzTmGQmkss
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EMcEgOUIgiJGAUcpIz0OkiUAH7QKGLdM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=10dsPOkBMV2mXZIHS2qAZWg7U70TKyXSg
https://youtu.be/8k1QheMdl-8


Helpful Quick Links for Students

Overview of SSL Program and Forms https://bit.ly/5thGradeSSLOverview2020

All Nonprofit-Hosted Opportunities https://bit.ly/SSLOpportunities

Nonprofit-hosted Virtual/Remote Opps https://bit.ly/VirtualSSL2020

Guidelines for Virtual/Remote Service https://bit.ly/VirtualSSLGuidelines

Checking SSL on Student/ParentVUE https://bit.ly/SSLonVUE

Interactive Flowchart for SSL Process https://bit.ly/SSLLiveFlowchart

https://bit.ly/SSLOverview2020
https://bit.ly/SSLOpportunities
https://bit.ly/VirtualSSL2020
https://bit.ly/VirtualSSLGuidelines
https://bit.ly/SSLonVUE
https://bit.ly/SSLLiveFlowchart


How to Check SSL Hours on Student/ParentVUE 

After students submit SSL verification forms, students will be able 
to view the full details of their SSL record on Student/ParentVUE.

For step-by-step directions, please go to https://bit.ly/SSLonVUE 

Course History

Service Learning Hours Earned

https://bit.ly/SSLonVUE


June 17, 2021
Look for SSL 

Opportunities:

Montgomery County 

Volunteer Center Website

www.montgomeryserves.org

https://bit.ly/SSLOpportunities

https://bit.ly/VirtualSSL2020 
 

MCPS SSL Webpage

www.mcps-ssl.org 

5th-Grade students 

can begin earning 

SSL hours on the 

first day of summer!

http://www.montgomeryserves.org
https://bit.ly/SSLOpportunities
https://bit.ly/VirtualSSL2020
http://www.mcps-ssl.org

