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Bookshare Individual Accounts for Students 

 
Students who are listed as “Members” on your school’s Bookshare account can be given 
access to an “individual membership.”  An Individual Membership allows students to log 
in and find, download, and read books independently. 
 
 

Students need an individual membership to: 

 Use the iPad, iPhone, or Android app to read books on their personal devices 

 Use the Chrome browser to read books online 

 Search for and download their own books 

 Download Read:OutLoud software at home for free 
 

Tip: Any staff member who is listed as a “Sponsor” on your school’s Bookshare account 
is able to authorize a student to have an Individual Membership. 

 
Step 1: Log into your Bookshare account and click on “My Bookshare” and then “Members” 

 
 
Step 2: Check off the student’s name and click Add Individual Membership 

 
 
Step 3: Use Option 1 to “Request a new Individual Membership.”  You’ll need the parent’s email address 
(or student’s if the student is over 13).  Be sure to leave the box checked that says, “send me a copy of 
the email.”  That way, you have something you can use to follow up with the parent. 
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Step 4: Follow up with the parent. 

 
 

a) Make sure the parent knows to expect an email from Bookshare.  The parent will have to click a 
link in the email and follow the steps to set up a password. 

b) Tell the parent that the sign up form will begin with a statement saying “I confirm that this 
account is for a person with a Print Disability, and will be able to provide Proof of Disability from 
a competent authority.”  Because the student is registered as a Member on the school’s 
Bookshare account, this proof of disability has already been accepted by Bookshare and the 
parent will not need to provide any additional documentation. 

c) As part of the process, the parent will be asked to print the Bookshare Agreement Form and send 
it back to Bookshare.  If they do not complete this step, then the account will not be activated.  
You can help, if necessary, by providing the parent with the form to sign or offering to send the 
signed form by email back to Bookshare. 

 
Step 5: (if necessary) Ask the parent to return the Bookshare Agreement Form to you.  Scan and email 
the form to Bookshare as an attachment to membership@bookshare.org. In the past, the response 
from Bookshare has been more reliable when the form is emailed instead of faxed.  

mailto:membership@bookshare.org
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Step 6: Keep track of your school’s Individual Memberships.  On the My BookshareManage Members 
screen at the bottom is a link to view all your members with an Individual Membership. 

 


