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PREPARATION
PART A
Write a legal definition for each of the following terms:
Concurring opinion:

Dissenting opinion:

Majority opinion:

Petitioner:

Precedent:

Stare Decisis:

Writ of Certiorari:

PART B

How did this case get to the Supreme Court? In other words, explain how the case originated and at what level of court, and the appeals that took place to bring the case to the highest court in the land.

On what date was this case argued? When will it be decided?

What are the constitutional issues in this case?

What precedents are cited in the lower court’s opinion, and on what constitutional principles are these precedents based?

What are the main reasons given in the petition for certiorari why the Supreme Court should agree to hear the case?

What parties have written amicus curiae brief for the petitioner (list at least 5)? Briefly explain three of the arguments given in amicus briefs for the petitioner.

What parties have written amicus curiae briefs for the respondent (list at least 5)? Explain three of the arguments given in amicus briefs for the petitioner.

PART C

Argument Summary Chart—Justices, Lawyers, and Reporters

BRIEFLY explain the major arguments (at least 3) for each side, as contained in the petitioner’s and respondent’s briefs (this is to be completed BEFORE the in-class simulation)

	Plaintiff’s Arguments
	Defense’s Arguments

	
	


Part D (Justices & Lawyers ONLY)


Mock Court Questions (write questions Justices might ask and possible answers the lawyers might give)—to be completed BEFORE the simulation in class.

	Possible questions for Lawyers
	Possible Answers 

	
	


Part D (Reporters ONLY)

Before the activity begins, research how to write a basic, objective news story.  Use the Internet or other sources if you have them available.  In the space below, explain how to write a basic, objective news story, 

