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Gates Millennium Scholarship

Reporter

News !

L e T T Tl

By: Theresa Fichter, Staff

Books, tuition, room
and board. These are just
some of the components in-
cluded in the lofty price of a
college education and with
each year the numbers are
swiftly escalating. But what if
you could have most of that
paid for? For Macarena Torres
and Kashira Turner the price of
books, tuition, room and
board, supplies, air travel and
even gas is being cut signifi-
cantly short. Recognize the
names of these two Watkins
Mi || I B student s
cause a few weeks ago, Ma-
carena and Kashira received
notification that they were two
of the 1,000 students in the

: According to the
Gates Millennium Scholars
! website, the scholarship is
awarded to only 1,000
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0OAfrican Amer.
Indian/Alaska Native, Asian
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Both the scholars agreed that

as they completed the aston-
ishing nine essays for the schol-
arship applicati
think they woul d
other people from the school
applieddéd comment
who plans to study at the Uni-
versity of Chi
cided we were all going to be
happy for each other no mat-
ter who won. ¢
applied and were finalists for
other scholarships as well in-
cluding Quest Bridge and
Nordstrom. Macarena recalls
making the decision to apply
for Gates: oI
the s&hularshipstizanl qualified
for, | thought about Gates and
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The Board Of Educa-

reviewed st

the High School Assessments
for next year or years to come.
u Altbongh,gh@y have made

. Pacific Islander American and I wasndt sure, D
country Selef:ted t_° receive Hispanic American students really pushed me and told me
the Gates Millennium Scholar- with high academic and lead- to try.o6 Conti.
ship. ership promised6 igdach year.
:\WMHS Changes for the Incoming
E Year By: Dana Kobilinsky, Staff Reporter :
EeeeueseruesresasterassetasasterasaesasassetasaneasasaeEasasseeasAessans et s aee s anseeasAne e s s eeasans e s see s et eranansananen E
The 2008-2009 school cess on county -wide aspects modifications pertaining to the
year went by fast. Changes such as the High School Assess- Bridge Program so that more
made at the beginning of the ments (HSA) and SAT prepar- peopl e can pass
year seemed to work but our edness. The board also estab- They have created an HSA
principal, teachers, and lished ways in which the Steering Committee for next
county are still looking for ways county can prosper economi- year to oOsteero
to improve Watkins Mill High cally next year, despite the less right direction by assisting
School for next year. As we say fortunate state of the econ- them. New technologies and
goodbye to our dgeéomyors, | etds workshops were made to ob-
look towards making next year tain more succes
even more exciting and more . . Th(_e co_unty after taking into account the
effective. has no intention of eliminating amount of studen

do well on the HSAs in the
county. Cont. Pg 3
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Nurses in Mexico.
Provided By:
www.telegraph.co.uk

Graduation,
June 12, 2009 10
a.m.-12 Noon
DAR Constitution
Hall

Graduation 2009

Provided By
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Over the past few ucts protect themselves. |

weeks the globe has been in The symptoms for As for schools with

frenzy over the swine flu, the virus are much like those suspected cases of the l

also know as the influenza A of the common flu including H1N1 virus, drastic measures |

(HAIN1); this virus had hun- fever, cough, sore throat, were taken such as those at

dreds of suspected cases runny nose, headache, and Rockville High School where |

within days. sore muscles. However there the school was shut down |
Although both the have been reported cases for five days. In these five

place and the species of of vomiting or diarrhea, days the school was |

origin are unknown, the first which is unusual in most influ- cleaned and sterilized so as

confirmed case of the swine enza viruses. to not spread the virus. |

flu came from Mexico City, Within days the With a decline in |

Mexico on April 14, 2009. virus became an interna- Swine Flu diagnosis and

However, the virus became tional epidemic. Because symptoms, it seems talk of |

so serious that the World the virus was potentially the Swine Flu has died |

Health Organization pushed deadly and had already down. It has also been con-

the pandemic level to 4. claimed the lives of many, firmed that this is just like any |
It was suspected, the school systems, and other flu, though normal

though unconfirmed, that public buildings became precautions should still be |

like most influenza viruses the more and more cautious. taken. |

swine flu came from the Some students began wear- They have currently

consumption or skin to skin ing masks and carrying only been 15 deaths from I

contact of pigs or pork prod- around hand sanitizer to the Swine Flu in the U.S.* J

”

I Any student who is disrup-
tive or demonstrates inap-
propriate behavior will not
be permitted to participate
in graduation.

9 Any student found to be
under the influence of alco-
hol or drugs will be removed
from graduation.

| Graduates are required to
be at Constitution Hall by
9:00 a.m. and are to enter
by the D Street entrance.
Parents and guests may
enter at 9:00 a.m. on the
18th Street side.

I The closest METRO stop to
Constitution Hall is the
Foggy Bottom Station. The
Farragut North Station on
the red line can also be
used.

I Family and guests are
asked to be seated by 9:45
a.m. Please respect any
seating that has been re-
served. Reserved seats will
be clearly marked.

I The ceremony will begin
promptly at 10:00 a.m. and

will conclude by 12 Noon.
The doors to the hall are
closed and LOCKED
promptly at 10:00 a.m. Eve-
ryone entering the hall must
have a ticket with the ex-
ception of graduates. If you
leave the hall at any time
you will not be abletore -
enter.

| Parents are advised to
leave small children with a
babysitter due to frequent
disruptions.

i Students are not permitted
to have keys, gum, ciga-
rettes or lighters. Security will
spot check and confiscate
contraband. .

I Family and friends who
would like to take still pic-
tures of their children will be
permitted to stand in a des-
ignated area set aside for
the purpose. Please leave
the photo box area imme-
diately and allow another
parent to take your place.
Blanton Studios will be tak-
ing a picture of each
graduate receiving their

diploma. Information on this
will be given on a later date.
Tripods are prohibited, as is
filming from the aisle, in front
of, or on, the stage. WMHS
staff will monitor the photo
boxes to make sure there is
prompt and fair turnover of
picture -takers.

Parents will not be able to
visit with their children until
after the entire ceremony is
complete, including the re-
cessional. Do not plan to
meet inside the building.
Designate a place outside
and away from the hall to
meet. Those who are taking
buses back to Watkins Mill
should report to their buses
immediately.
HANDICAPPED ACCOMMO-
DATIONS: Please contact the
class advisors if anyone in
your party requires handi-
capped accommodations

or a sign interpreter for the

hearing -impaired. Handi-

capped seating is available
for those in wheelchairs.
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DRESS EXPECTATIONS FOR
GRADUATING SENIORS
Boys
9 Dress shoes (preferably black)
with socks. No sandals, no flip -
flops, no athletic shoes
{ White shirts with collar and tie

9 Jewelry (same as girls).
Girls

9| Dress or skirt and blouse 8 NO
PANTS!Shoes (same as boys).

1 Jewelry and accessories
should not be visible on the
outside of the gown. Please
avoid large dangling earrings

9 Bags and purses are not per-
mitted. Give your purse to a
family member to hold during
the ceremony.

EXPECTATIONS FOR
THE GRADUATION
CEREMONY

I Make sure all cell phones or
other electronic devices are
turned off before the cere-
mony begins.

I Appropriate behavior is essen-
tial at graduation, for gradu-
ates, parents, and guests. Yell-
ing or screaming out a gradu-
ateds name is NOT
and may interfere with an-
other parentds i
graduatesd name:d

{| Remain seated as not to block
the view.

| Please refrain from clapping or
cheering until ALL of the
graduates have been an-
nounced. We are making a
concerted effort to make our
graduation ceremony a pleas-
ant and dignified experience
for all; we will stop the cere-

mony and wait for a dignified
silence to return to the hall if
necessary. We know how
proud you are of your gradu-
ate; the graduates know this,
too. Loud and demonstrative
displays have no place at a
formal ceremony.

i (F%"POB 9 the sgquridy pro-
vided by the Constitution Hall,

g WMHS; pppvidesditg gwn gecurity

a feameagd faculty members
who help to supervise conduct
at graduation. Please treat
them with the same respect
that our students are ex-
pected to show them. If asked
at any time by a WMHS staff
member to comply with a
direction, please do so. Again,
our security team and staff
have been instructed to en-
sure that the ceremony is dig-
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Gates

Aside from nine essays
and the 22 page application
winning the scholarship required
years of hard work and good
grades. 0The wor
of f6 both seniors
they reflect on their rigorous high
school career in the 1B program,
onow wedre just g

=~

For both students, the
reality of having a majority of all
their college expenses covered

was, and still is hard to grasp: ¥
oWhen | found ou E
gotten back from a trip. It was 2 i
a.m. and it didngé
until |l ater that @
not believeit.é[iﬂ

say if

—

Kashira both
them yet. With Kashira planning :
to study Psychology at UChicago i
aqd é\/lgcpr?ng plarprgqg tp study
én&errﬂq,ﬂ%nﬁl Belagogs at Ameri- ;
can University, both girls have a |
lot to look forward to in the fu-

éuai. Tlhely Ig%ve oéhsr st}Jdlenés E
with a short piece of advice: |
0Al ways do your bri
above. Challenge yourself and

try I

new things! o6~

In regards to the
budget the county has a lot of
work ahead of them. The budget
cuts will cause schools to have
less funding, so some changes
are definitely in store. The Board
of Education has adopted a
revised policy, AEB Strategic
Planning for Continuous Improve-
ment. The purpose of this policy is
to o0[align] the s
budget with a str
The Board does not yet have a

L O

list of economic changes in store
for next year, but effects of the
budget cuts are already evident
at Watkins Mill High School.

Unfortunately, some of
our favorite electives and clubs
are going to be eliminated from
Watkins Mill High School. The
journalism class will no longer be
a choice elective next year
along with other classes that do
not have enough students
signed up to take them. Due to
the furthering budget cuts, some
of Watkins Millds
Wi 30 bedegning theMill. As for
1otheg school fgyorites sugh as the
Marching Wolverines itis up in

the air as to whether or not they
wil retfh@ d 7 ust

b e g |G 8N lghiepnete.
rograms that,afe aIreadYJ qut cJn_to

gla{cenir'l Ridéis throﬁg%out the
Bofin®y "aré Rofbeifig®fminated.
Accdidhg td Gouint Bilual Loy, hi t
schools are urged to continue pro-
jects that were already started until
fiscal year 2010. Also, a more press-
ing issue is going to be debated in
regards to next year fi the possibility
of being able to use portable com-
munication devices during lunch
time. This issue will be addressed at
a June 9 th Board Meeting, so pay
attentiop ¢p gewp gver the sum-
mer! If the meeting goes in the
studentsd favor, t
be caught or punished for using

cell phones during
the lunch hours.

Our school
leaders are con-
stantly trying to
make school a bet-
ter and more suc-
cessful experience
for students. Al-
though next year
seems extremely far
away, we need to
prepare for years to
come. Unfortu-
nately, budget cuts
are leaving us in

HWY

|
|
|6Unfortunately, :
! I
. some of our |
:favorite |
|
I electives and |
! I
I clubs are going |
|
|
] to be I
|
| eliminated from :
:Watkins Mill High :
Ischool . 61
! I
|
1
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N The Mill Says Goodbye To Many Teachers \
; By: Victoria Wolk, News Editor/Editor -In-Chief I
: 3 mn H
COODBYE"‘ ) Wtowi 1l be oal V@lhmiss &l the students here and the
;;(_)Vlded ithereds no div \&luablyg experieBceseshevgairied. |
- 1 . . . .
WWW.journ :alsomlssthedlversuyof Her personal goodbyie rleads.
eyamerica. | food in America especially you (especially the art department) [
word- 1 Peruvian Chicken and Viet- for the opportunity to work with you
press.com ; namese Pho. al |, and have a fabulclus su
1
--------- | Mr. Rubenstein: Is headed Mrs. Johnsen: Will be moving to Dela- I
to Sherwood high school ready for any ware with her husband to embark on |
Every year the student . . ) .
new challenges that should cross his a long term church mission which will I
body becomes saddened after i S SN
path. He has been teaching for a total take about a year to prepare )

I
|
|
|
|
I
|
I
I
|
|
|
|
I
|
I
I
|
|
|
|
I
|
I
I
|
\

hearing about the teacher that
will be leaving the Mill. This year
specifically there will be a signifi-
cant number of teachers leaving
due to budget cuts. One teacher
from every department will be
departing on the rapidly ap-
proaching last day of school. To
highlight a few, we will say good-
bye to these beloved teachers.

Ms.Croker: She will be moving to
China this summer to teach the
Chinese students. Ms. Croker is not
the first from the Mill to do this but

of four years and has spent two of
those years at the
school has the best students he has

Mrs. Bitler: Will be transferring to Damas-
cus High School. She will enjoy having a
shorter commute. However, the WMHS
chemistry teacher of four years will miss
the students and the Science depart-
ment.

Mi

ever taughto6 and t ha
very much. In his personal goodbye to

the wolverines he st
great two years, | Wii

for. Mrs. Johnsen previously I
taught Biplogy atdhg Mill fiom h i s | oThis year
1991-2002. She then came back 1
in 2906 jpining|the gthegsghogl |, o I specifically

counselors. She

agcgjt the Mllll- ﬁsgeﬁ:iﬂllg thef

will miss a lot | .
| there will be a

nicest she has ever worked with;

ol |l ove

wor king VJnumberof

with them about their goals and
even their str ugg:teaCherS

greatly miss the staff, many of
whom she considers her friends.
Everyone gives off such a good

I
|
|
|
I
|
|
sfudepis as ey {rg 3RS % tge m! j significant :
|
|
|
I
|
|

I leaving due to

o ) . ) example of working hard and I I
it is something she has been look- Ms. Wyant: Will be back with the she will miss being in that envi- L I
ing forward to for a while, as you younger children next year at German- ronment every day. Shewould i o
would know if you have been in town Elementary school. She will con- like to give a personal goodbye to |
one of her classes. She is excited tinue teaching art, butto K -5 students. everyone at the Mi lil |() Thi s
to experience the different culture She has taught elementary school in wonderful school. It has been a privi- I
and learn the language. After the past and is excited to be with the lege to work with and for such ex-
teaching in the mathematics de- younger children again with their end- ceptional people. You have all |
partment for 13 years Ms. Croker less amounts of creativity. She has been taught me a | ot. 6% |
will miss the diversity the most. She teaching for six years, three years spent

\ says that going to teach in China, in MCPS, and two years at the Mill. She /I
N — ”
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International Night

By: Leah Lowery,, Contributing Reporter

This year, Wa
International Night was a great
success. Since the beginning of
the school year the Global
Awareness Group (G.A.G), led
by Mr. Joy, has been planning
this night which showed off the
ethnic diversity of Watkins Mill
High School. The show consisted
of dancing, singing, different
types of music and a fashion

shawnThe fadhidn Ehdve was a

big hit because it featured outfits
from many different countries

and the audience seemed to

really enjoy this segment. Charlie
Le commented that
doing the modeling for the show

to raise money to

make the show awe-
some.
you goes out to all

performers for a great
Ishow a@ndl to everybne
who came out to sup-

6 A big

and using [his] freestyle moves to port it.
wow the crowd. 6 Chiarlie al so
said that he oOenjioiyed hel ping

out with the fundraisers in order

James N;go, Quetina Quartey,
and Chajlie Le backstage.
Provided: By: Charlie Le
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you to all
seniors who

contributed to

this collage.

\
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