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March 25, 2009 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 

 

This edition of the Principalôs Edline Newsletter/Calendar will cover a one month period, due to Spring Break 

during the period of April 4-13.  The next edition will resume with the May 1-15 edition. 

 

We are rapidly approaching the fourth quarter of this school year.  How quickly the year has flown by!  Please 

reinforce with your students the importance of attending class, being on time, and being prepared.  Many 

resources are available to assist struggling students, and help is readily available.  Students should ask 

teachers, counselors or their administrator for suggestions on where to find additional help. 

 

Have a safe and happy spring break.  We look forward to seeing students return to classes on Tuesday, April 

14. 

 

Spring Production ñUrinetownò ï  Do you like to laugh?  Do you love a good love story? Do you like to 

support students?  Well this yearôs musical is a social commentary on the life and times we live in.  

Donôt worry itôs not that intense.  The play does all this while still keeping the humor that we need so much of 

in our society.  In this town water has become so sparse that the powers that be decide to start charging people 

toé yes.. pee.   Even though they are living in rough times, they still manage to love, laugh, and LIVE in 

these hard times.  The musical has the love story of Romeo and Juliet, the humor of Sondheim, and the social 

consciousness that is well needed today.  Please read the  brief synopsis below to see which students are in the 

show.   

A terrible water shortage caused by a severe drought has crippled the indistinct city that 

serves as the setting for Urinetown (the musical, of course; not the place). In an attempt 

to control water consumption, the government has banned the use of private toilets. The 

people referred to as the ñPoorò (compromised of Chelsea Hall ó09, Gabrielle Burns 

ó09, Tyrone Phillip ó10, Silvanna Sanchez ó11, Astha Shrestha ó12, and Moriamo 
Akibu ó11) must use public amenities owned and operated by Urine Good Company 

(or óUGCô), a private corporation run by the shady and crooked Caldwell B.Cladwell 

(Thomas Ashcom ô09). UGC employs the incomparable Penny Pennywise (Ariel 

Myren ó09), Mr. McQueen (Stephen Archer ô09), and Senator Fipp (Immanuel 

Charles ó11). When every-man, Bobby Strong (Pablo Ventura ô12) decides heôs had 

enough, he leads a revolt to bring down Cladwell and UGC executives (Amy Hicksô10, 

Ru Xu ó09,  and Agatha Orio ô11), with him. Caught in the middle of all this is 

Cladwellôs daughter, the beautiful and innocent Hope Cladwell (Jaime Bowen ó09), 

who, of course, is in love with Bobby.  The audience is kept informed of the 

ñhappeningsò of Urinetown by Officer Lockstock (Jeremiah Kober ó11), Officer 

Barrel (Calysa Crawford ô12) and Little Sally (Marley Kabin ô10). 

 

Please support our theater department in this very special production.  Dates are: April 17, 18, 23 and 

April 25.  All shows are at 7:00 p.m.  Ticket price is $5 for students and $10 for adults. 



 

Info from the Career Center: 

SCHOLARSHIPS - There are many scholarships and scholarship websites listed on the Career Center page of 

the WMHS website:  

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/watkinsmillhs/cc/career_center_new.shtm   

 

A new listing of scholarship resources has been added that targets minority students.  Please note that if a 

scholarship has a paper application only, it can be found in the Scholarship bin in the Career Center.  The 

ñScholarships received in the Career Centerò list which can be found on the website is updated frequently, so 

students should check it often.   If students need transcripts, they need to see either Ms. Walker in the 

Counseling Office or Mrs. Prochnow in the Career Center.  Students should apply for all of the scholarships 

for which they qualify and be careful of deadlines. 

 

COLLEGE FAIR IN APRIL ï Juniors should plan on attending the Montgomery County College Fair on 

Wednesday, April 15.  This is one of the largest college fairs in the nation.  Mrs. Prochnow and the 

counselors visited each 11
th
 grade English class to hand out parental permission slips.  Students interested in 

attending must bring in a completed parental permission slip and $5 to cover the expense of bus transportation 

to and from Montgomery County Fair Grounds.  The deadline for sign-ups is April 3.  PARENTS, you can 

(and should) attend the college fair on the evening of April 15.  This is an opportunity for you to meet with 

admissions representatives from many colleges in one place.  Students:  Be sure and take along address labels 

so that you donôt waste a lot of time filling out address cards for the various schools.  Once you are on college 

mailing lists you will receive information on application deadlines, scholarships and open house dates. The 

evening session will be Wednesday, April 15 from 6:30 until 8:30 p.m. 

 

While there will be several hundred colleges and universities at the fair, many do not attend.  Highly 

competitive schools do not participate in these events.  They have other sessions in the area at local hotels and 

private schools during the fall.  These schools also host open-house visitations for juniors in the spring.  

Check individual school websites for additional information.  Also juniors will be missing some class time.  

We will leave Watkins Mill after 2
nd

 period and not return until the middle of STEP.  Students taking AP 

classes might not want to miss any class time.  These students should also consider attending the evening 

session with their parents. 

 

Students should attend the college fair with a list of schools they are considering.  The best way to create that 

list is through a college search.  Students should use the Family Connection website that they were introduced 

to in early March.  Students should see Mrs. Prochnow if they have forgotten their passwords or were absent 

on the day it was introduced to them.  Students attending the fair should focus their attention on speaking with 

the representatives of their interest schools. 

 

OPEN HOUSE INFORMATION - JUNIORS, you should check with the colleges you are considering to 

learn when they will be scheduling Open Houses.  Just about all of them have special days during the spring 

for you to tour the campus, visit admissions representatives and see the dorms.  Colleges and universities are 

beginning to focus on their upcoming recruiting season.    The University of Maryland College Park will host 

Maryland Day on Saturday, April 25, a campus-wide open house including interactive activities ranging from 

tours to live performances.  There will be an admissions information session at 9:00 a.m.  To reserve a space, 

go to www.umd.edu/visit  

 

Watkins Mill Art Show 2009 ï Please make sure you take an opportunity to visit the Watkins Mill Art Show 

2009, to be held in the Schoolôs Media Center on Thursday, April 30
th
, from 7:00-9:00 p.m. and Saturday, 

May 2, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Our beautiful student artwork will be on display for all to see! 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/watkinsmillhs/cc/career_center_new.shtm
http://www.umd.edu/visit


 

Support Your Booster Club! - Remember to support our Booster Club on Friday, April 24.  There will 

be a special one night performance of DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN  in the Timothy OôShea Theater 

at Watkins Mill High School.  Tickets are $35.00 and the proceeds go to support our Booster Club, 

school and students.  Defending the Caveman is the longest running solo play in Broadway history and 

has won the hearts of millions in more than thirty countries.  Caveman is a hilariously insightful play 

about the ways men and women relate that has both genders roaring with laughter and recognition.  

Defending the Caveman mines the common themes in relationships that go straight to the funny bone.  

Enjoy an evening out with a spouse or friend! 

 

Mark your calendars for March 30 ï there is no school for students on this day.  Teachers have the 

opportunity to work on grades on this day. 

 

Report card distribution is on April 16.  Please be watching for this important information.  The fourth 

marking period begins March 28 and ends June 16, 2009. 

 

Information For Seniors - Seniors and their parents will be participating in the 2009 graduation ceremony 

on Friday, June 12, 2009 at DAR Constitution Hall.  School is closed on June 12 for underclass students, to 

allow staff to attend the commencement ceremony.  Parents should have received the packet mailed out 

earlier this month, which outlines information about senior activities, including prom, banquet, graduation, 

final exams, graduation transportation, as well as obligations and ticket information.  Please keep this packet 

handy as these culminating activities approach.  Our Post Prom Committee still needs help with 

fundraising, donations and organizing.  Please contact Corinna Bell at corinnabell@comcast.net if you 

can assist. 

 

AP Testing will be given at The Mill beginning Monday, May 4, 2009, and ending Friday, May 15, 

2009.  Testing is given in either a morning or afternoon session.  Please click on the AP Exam schedule 

link on the Watkins Mill home page for exam dates and times.  For any questions, please contact Ms. 

Kathryn Peluso at 301-840-3991 or Kathryn_E_Peluso@mcpsmd.org. 

 

 

Help Is Still Needed for Post Prom ï Remember, we desperately need your help to prepare for Post 

Prom.   

 

  

 

We still  need help with: 

1. Fundraising 

2. Donations 

3. Organizing 

 

Please consider volunteering for this 

important event!  Contact Yvette Monroe, 

PTSA President @ 

Yvette_D_Monroe@mcpsmd.org or 

Corin na Bell, Post Prom Coordinator @ 

corinnabell@comcast.net 
 

mailto:corinnabell@comcast.net
mailto:Kathryn_E_Peluso@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Yvette_D_Monroe@mcpsmd.org
mailto:corinnabell@comcast.net


Mr. Watkins Mill (WM)  ï SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions) are hosting Mr. Watkins Mill on 

May 12
th
 at 7:00 in the OôShea Theatre.  Mr. Watkins Mill is a pageant style competition that highlights the 

best senior men at school.  This yearôs participants include Ray Pryphun, Nick Anderson, Wilton Grant, 

William Hall, Tyler Wozniak, Will Ludgate, Avery Mitchell, and Cody Collins.   Join us for a night of 

fashion, comedy, talent, and fun.  Tickets are $5 at the door.  Proceeds will help support the Mike Tyler 

Scholarship fund, as well as SADD.  Contact Mrs. Tyler (jody_d_tyler@mcpsmd.org) if you have any 

questions. 
 

 

Student Financial Obligations - This is a reminder to our parents and students that all financial 

obligations of seniors must be paid before graduation.  Avoid the rush!!!  All students must have their 

obligations paid in order to participate in prom. 

 

Alumni News! 

 KEVIN GNATIKO  

Now 22 years old, Gnatiko, who likes to be called "Tiko", moved to the United States 

from Togo with his family at age 10. In his senior year (2004) at Watkins Mill High 

School in Gaithersburg, Maryland, he garnered All-Metro honors while helping his 

team win the 4A Division title. The 5' 7" athlete also excelled at track and field at 

Watkins Mill, winning the 100m regionals with a time of 10.5 seconds. During his 

career at UMBC, the pacey forward scored twelve goals and twelve assists, earning a 

spot on the All-Conference (America East) Second Team in 2007. Gnatiko played for 

the Cape Cod Crusaders of the Premier Development League in 2008. 

"Tiko is a lively attacking player, who gave us fits last year when we played UMBC in 

pre-season," said Medd. "He has a lot of natural quickness - he's an exciting attacking 

option for us." 

"I'm very excited to finally start my pro career," stated Gnatiko, "and I think Crystal Palace is a fantastic place 

for me to start!"  (extracted from Crystal Palace, LC ï http://www.crystalpalaceusa.com/News09FEB19-

3LocalPlayersSigned.php) 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kevin Hobbs, Principal 

 

April 1 -30 
 

April 1  

TEN B-Watkins Mill at Kennedy 3:30 pm 

 

April 2  

BA JV-Damascus at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

BA V-Watkins Mill at Damascus 3:30 pm 

SB JV-Damascus at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

SB V-Watkins Mill at Damascus 3:30 pm 

TEN B-Watkins Mill at Paint Branch 3:30 pm 

LA B-Watkins Mill at Northwest V 7 pm/JV 5:15 pm 

LA G-Northwest at Watkins Mill V 7 pm/JV 5:30 pm 

 

mailto:jody_d_tyler@mcpsmd.org


April 3  

Deadline for Signing up for Montgomery County College Fair 

 

April 4 -13  

Spring Break 

 

April 15  

Montgomery County College Fair 

BA JV-Watkins Mill at Clarksburg 3:30 pm 

BA V-Clarksburg at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

LA G-Watkins Mill at Seneca Valley V 5 pm/JV 3:30 pm 

SB V-Clarksburg at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

TEN B-Northwood at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

TR O-Watkins Mill and Wootton at Blake 3:30 pm 

VB B-Paint Branch at Watkins Mill Coed 3:30 pm/Boys 5:15 pm 

LA B-Seneca Valley at Watkins Mill V 7 pm/JV 5:15 pm 

Senior Parent Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 

April 16  

SB JV-Watkins Mill at Clarksburg 3:30 pm 

 

April 17  

BA V-Seneca Valley at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

SB V-Seneca Valley at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

TEN B-Watkins Mill at Einstein 3:30 pm 

LA B-Watkins Mill at Gaithersburg V 7 pm/JV 5:15 pm 

VB B-Watkins Mill at Quince Orchard Boys 5:15 pm/Coed 7 pm 

LA G-Gaithersburg at Watkins Mill V 7 pm/JV 5:30 pm 

WMHS Musical "Urinetown" 7:00 pm 

 

April 18  

BA JV-Rockville at Watkins Mill 10 am 

SB JV-Rockville at Watkins Mill 10 am 

TEN B-Northwest at Watkins Mill 10 am 

BA V-Watkins Mill at Rockville 1:30 pm 

SB V-Watkins Mill at Rockville 1:30 pm 

WMHS Musical "Urinetown" 7:00 pm 

 

April 20  

VB B-Northwood at Watkins Mill Boys 5:15 pm/Coed 7 pm 

 

April 21  

BA JV-Poolesville at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

SB JV-Poolesville at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

TEN B-Gaithersburg at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

PTSA Meeting, 7:00 pm 

 

April 22  

LA B-Watkins Mill at Blair V 7 pm/JV 5:15 pm 

VB B-Einstein at Watkins Mill Boys 5:15 pm/Coed 7 pm 

LA G-Blair at Watkins Mill V 7 pm/JV 5:30 pm 



 

April 23  

BA JV-Watkins Mill at Magruder 3:30 pm 

BA V-Magruder at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

SB JV-Watkins Mill at Magruder 3:30 pm 

SB V-Magruder at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

WMHS Musical "Urinetown" 

 

April 24  

TEN B-Watkins Mill at Whitman 3:30 pm 

VB B-Watkins Mill at Kennedy Boys 3:30 pm/Coed 5:15 pm 

Booster Club - DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

 

April 25  

BA JV-Watkins Mill at B-CC 10 am 

SB JV-Watkins Mill at B-CC 10 am 

SB V-Watkins Mill at B-CC 12:30 pm 

BA V-Watkins Mill at B-CC 1:30 pm 

WMHS Musical - Urinetown - TENTATIVE PERFORMANCE AS OF 2/3/09 2pm 

WMHS Musical Urinetown - last perform 7pm 

 

April 27  

TEN B-Clarksburg at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

LA B-Paint Branch at Watkins Mill V 7 pm/JV 5:15 pm 

VB B-Gaithersburg at Watkins Mill Boys 5:15 pm/Coed 7 pm 

LA G-Watkins Mill at Paint Branch V 7 pm/JV 5:30 pm 

 

April 28  

BA JV-Northwood at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

BA V-Watkins Mill at Northwood 3:30 pm 

SB JV-Northwood at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

SB V-Watkins Mill at Northwood 3:30 pm 

 

April 29  

LA B-Watkins Mill at B-CC JV 3:30 pm 

SB JV-Watkins Mill at Paint Branch 3:30 pm 

VB B-Blake at Watkins Mill Boys 3:30 pm/Coed 5:15 pm 

LA G-Watkins Mill at B-CC JV 5:15 pm 

MR. WM CONTEST  

 

April 30  

BA JV-Watkins Mill at Paint Branch 3:30 pm 

BA V-Paint Branch at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

SB V-Paint Branch at Watkins Mill 3:30 pm 

Art Show 2009 - Media Center, 7:00 pm ï  



 

 

 


