
WATKINS MILL HIGH SCHOOL  

 

Montgomery County Public Schools 

10301 Apple Ridge Road 

Gaithersburg, Maryland  20879 

(301) 840-3959 FAX (301) 840-3980 
Office of the Principal 

March 2, 2009 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 

 

Spring will  be a very busy time for parents with a student in the Class of 2009.  In an effort to help keep you informed, 

there will be a senior parent information meeting on Wednesday, April 15, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium at Watkins 

Mill High School (WMHS).  We will communicate important information about senior events and graduation tickets will 

be distributed.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend. 

 

Students with outstanding financial obligations will not be permitted to participate in any senior activity such as prom, 

senior banquet, and graduation.  If your child has a current outstanding obligation, a copy is enclosed. This does not include 

any items issued for this current marking period, which students may not have been required to return yet. 

 

All financial obligations must be resolved prior to the parent meeting on April 15, and before graduation tickets can be 

obtained, including payment of the senior fee of $50.   Payment can be made during normal business hours, 7:00A.M.-3:30 

P.M., in the WMHS Financial Office located across from the Main Office.  Our business manager, Ms. Alban, will also be 

available to accept payments on April 15, from 6:00-7:00 P.M. and immediately following the parent meeting.  Please make 

your check payable to Watkins Mill High School.  Checks will be accepted until Friday, April 17, 2009.  After this date, 

only cash will be accepted. For students who have larger obligations, please speak with Ms. Anne Alban as soon as possible 

regarding scheduling a payment plan. 

 

Every senior receives six (6) tickets to graduation.  A parent or guardian must sign for the tickets.  Please keep your tickets 

in a safe location.  Unfortunately tickets are not replaceable, if lost.  The procedure for requesting extra tickets will be 

announced at the senior parent meeting on April 15.  

 

 

Please take the time and care to thoroughly review and understand the enclosed information. 

 

¶ Expectations for graduating seniors & 

families/guests    

¶ Dress expectations for graduating seniors 

¶ Expectations for the graduation ceremony 

¶ Diploma distribution 

¶ Important dates 

¶ Senior final exam schedules  

¶ Prom procedures & expectations 

¶ Prom permission form for guest 

¶ Post Prom volunteer form 

¶ Charter bus reservation form 

¶ Commencement ceremony video order form 

¶ Directions to DAR Constitution Hall 

 

I am looking forward to celebrating the Class of 2009 with you and your family.  Graduation will be held at DAR 

Constitution Hall on Friday, June 12, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.  If you have any questions or concerns that we can answer or 

address, please contact the Main Office at 301-840-3959.  Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in making this a 

positive and joyous occasion for all. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kevin A. Hobbs 

Principal 

 

Enclosures 



2009 Senior Class Administrator  

Mrs. Robin Lupia      Class of 2009 Advisors: 

Office (301) 840-3959        Laura_M_Salatto@mcpsmd.org 

Robin_D_Lupia@mcpsmd.org                                                       Antonia_Motyka@mcpsmd.org 

     

                           EXPECTATIONS FOR GRADUATING SENIORS          

                                   FAMILIES, & GUESTS 

                         Graduation, June 12, 2009 10 a.m.-12 Noon 

                                DAR Constitution Hall 

 
Please assist us by reviewing these expectations with your graduating senior.  We want graduation to be a 

memorable event for all. 

 

¶ We expect all participants and guests at graduation to conduct themselves in a dignified manner 

and display the high expectations that are traditional at our commencement exercise. 

¶ Any student who is disruptive or demonstrates inappropriate behavior will not be permitted to 

participate in graduation. 

¶ Any student found to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs will be removed from graduation.   

¶ Graduates are required to be at Constitution Hall by 9:00 a.m. and are to enter by the D Street 

entrance.  Parents and guests may enter at 9:00 a.m. on the 18
th
 Street side.     

¶ The closest METRO stop to Constitution Hall is the Foggy Bottom Station.  The Farragut North 

Station on the red line can also be used.   

¶ The PTSA provides air conditioned buses leaving from WMHS.  A bus order form is enclosed. 

There is a fee for the bus and reservations MUST be made in advance. 

¶ Anyone who enters DAR Constitution Hall must have a ticket, with the exception of the 

graduates.  If you leave the hall for any reason, you may NOT re-enter. 

¶ Family and guests are asked to be seated by 9:45 a.m.  Please respect any seating that has been 

reserved.   Reserved seats will be clearly marked. 

¶ The ceremony will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. and will conclude by 12 Noon.  The doors to the 

hall are closed and LOCKED promptly at 10:00 a.m. 

¶ Students are not permitted to have keys, gum, cigarettes or lighters. Security will spot check and 

confiscate contraband. 

¶ Students must stay in alphabetical order as practiced during rehearsal. 

¶ Family and friends who would like to take still pictures of their children will be permitted to 

stand in a designated area set aside for the purpose.  Please leave the photo box area immediately 

and allow another parent to take your place.   

¶ Tripods are prohibited, as is filming from the aisle, in front of, or on, the stage.  WMHS staff will 

monitor the photo boxes to make sure there is prompt and fair turnover of picture-takers. 

¶ Blanton Studios will be taking a picture of each graduate receiving his/her diploma.  Information 

regarding these photographs will be available at a later date.  The Watkins Mill High School 

Media Department will make a videotape of the ceremony.  An order form is enclosed. 

¶ Parents will not be able to visit with their children until after the entire ceremony is complete, 

including the recessional.  Do not plan to meet inside the building.  Designate a place outside and 

away from the hall to meet.  Those who are taking buses back to Watkins Mill should report to 

their buses immediately. 

¶ HANDICAPPED ACCOMMODATIONS: Please contact the class advisors if anyone in your 

party requires handicapped accommodations or a sign interpreter for the hearing-impaired.  

Handicapped seating is available for those in wheelchairs.  If you have any family members 

attending the commencement ceremony who are hearing impaired, please contact Ms. Motyka or 

Ms. Salatto (emails listed at the top of this page).   



 

DRESS EXPECTATIONS FOR GRADUATING SENIORS 

Boys 

¶ Blue cap and gown as ordered (tassels on the left) 

¶ Cap should be worn parallel to the floor.  Lettering on top of the cap is prohibited  

¶ Dress shoes (preferably black) with socks. No sandals, no flip-flops, no athletic shoes 

¶ White shirts with collar and tie 

¶ Jewelry should not be worn outside the gown 

Girls  

¶ Blue cap and gown as ordered (tassels on the left) 

¶ Cap should be worn parallel to the floor, secured with pins if necessary.  Lettering on top of the 

cap is prohibited 

¶ Dress or skirt and blouse ï NO PANTS! 

¶ Dress shoes (preferably black). No sandals, no flip-flops, no athletic shoes (Attention ï excessively 

high heels can be quite dangerous; no one wants to fall at graduation! The stairs coming off the 

stage are marble and can be very slippery.  Also, there is no hand railing for these stairs) 

¶ Jewelry and accessories should not be visible on the outside of the gown 

¶ Please avoid large dangling earrings  

¶ Bags and purses are not permitted 

 

Note: During the ceremony and through the awarding of diplomas, tassels should be worn on the left side of the cap.  

Together as a class, the tassels will be shifted to the right.                                

 

 

EXPECTATIONS FOR THE GRADUATION CEREMONY  

 

¶ Make sure all cell phones or other electronic devises are turned off before the ceremony begins.   

¶ Appropriate behavior is essential at graduation, for graduates, parents, and guests.  Yelling or screaming 

out a graduateôs name is NOT appropriate and may interfere with another parentôs right to hear a 

graduatesô name called.   

¶ Remain seated as not to block the view. 

¶ Please refrain from clapping or cheering until ALL of the graduates have been announced.  We are making 

a concerted effort to make our graduation ceremony a pleasant and dignified experience for all; we will 

stop the ceremony and wait for a dignified silence to return to the hall if necessary.  We know how proud 

you are of your graduate; the graduates know this, too.  Loud and demonstrative displays have no place at a 

formal ceremony. 

¶ In addition to the security provided by the Constitution Hall, WMHS provides its own security team and 

faculty members who help to supervise conduct at graduation.  Please treat them with the same respect that 

our students are expected to show them.  If asked at any time by a WMHS staff member to comply with a 

direction, please do so.  Again, our security team and staff have been instructed to ensure that the ceremony 

is dignified and respectful. 

 

         

                

                        DIPLOMA  DISTRIBUTION  

 

¶ Students will receive their diploma COVER on stage.  Diplomas will be 

distributed at tables (alphabetically identified) as the graduates exit the main 

hall.  Students that behave inappropriately during the ceremony or as they cross the stage, will not receive 

their diploma at the conclusion of graduation.  Those studentsô diplomas will be withheld and those 

students will need to see Mr. Hobbs in order to receive their diploma.  

¶ Students that do not attend the graduation ceremony may contact Ms. Claudia Jacobson, school registrar, at 

301-840-3970, to pick up their diplomas.      

                             

                             

 

                   



 

IMPORTANT DATES   

 

¶ There will be a senior parent information meeting on Wednesday, April 15, 2009, at 7:00 

p.m. in the auditorium.   
Graduation tickets will be given out at this meeting.  Each student will receive 6 tickets.  Any 

senior with an outstanding obligation will NOT receive any graduation tickets until the obligation 

is paid.  WMHS Financial Office staff will be available at the meeting if you wish to pay 

obligations at this time and still receive tickets. Those who donôt attend the meeting can pick up 

tickets in the Main Office beginning Monday, May 4. You must provide the ID of the person who 

has the same last name as the graduate.  Additional tickets may be available after June 1.  A 

request form for extra tickets will be available at the parent meeting on April 15, 2009.   

 

¶ Prom will be held on Friday, May 1, 2009, from 8:00 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. at the Gaithersburg 

Hilton.   
Tickets are on sale from Monday, April 20 through Wednesday, April 29, 2009.  Tickets are 

$60.00 each.  The ticket price includes admission to Prom and Post Prom.  All obligations, 

including the SENIOR FEE, must be paid before purchasing any tickets. 

 

¶ Post Prom will be held on Saturday, May 2, 2009 from 12:00 a.m. to 5:30 a.m.  Students do 

not need to attend the prom to attend the post prom. Tickets for Post Prom will be available at the 

door for $10.00. Any parent interested in helping at Post Prom, please contact Ms. Corinna Bell at 

corinnabell@comcast.net.   

 

                                  

¶ The Senior Banquet is tentatively planned for May 21, 2009.  Details will be announced at 

the parent meeting. 

 

 

SENIOR FINAL EXAM SCHE DULES 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Makeup day for senior exams is Friday, May 29. 

 

¶ Mandatory  Graduation Rehearsal will be held on Wednesday, June 10, 2009, at 8:30 a.m. in 

the gymnasium.  Any senior who does not attend cannot walk the stage at graduation.  The 

rehearsal takes approximately three hours. Caps and gowns will be given out at the end of the 

graduation rehearsal.  Seniors may not participate in the graduation ceremony without a cap 

and gown or without attending the mandatory graduation rehearsal.  All financial obligations 

must be paid in order to receive a cap and gown.   

 

 

 

 

 

Tue., May 26 Wed., May 27 Thur., May 28 Fri., May 29 
Regular  

Scheduled 

Day 

Senior Exams 

Periods 6 &  7 

Regular  

Scheduled 

Day 

Senior Exams 

Periods 4 & 5 

 

Regular  

Scheduled 

Day 

Senior Exams 

Periods 2 & 3 

Regular 

Scheduled  

Day 

Senior Exam 1 

& Make  ups 

mailto:corinnabell@comcast.net


PROM PROCEDURES AND EXPECTATIONS 

 
 

¶ Any student with a financial obligation to the school will not be permitted to purchase a ticket to 

prom until the obligation is cleared. 

 

¶ Students not scheduled to be on campus during STEP may purchase a prom ticket either before or 

after school in our financial office. 

 

¶ TICKETS WILL NOT BE SOLD THE NIGHT OF PROM UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE! 

 

¶ Students must present their school ID when purchasing their tickets. 

 

¶ Guests that do not attend Watkins Mill High School must get clearance from their home school 

by completing the enclosed guest permission form. 

 

¶ Students must have their school ID and tickets at the door.  All guests of Watkins Mill High 

School students must have a photo ID at the door. 

 

¶ No one will be permitted to enter the prom after 10:00 p.m. 

 

¶ Once students have entered the ballroom area, they will not be permitted to leave and return for 

any reason. 

 

¶ Students must vacate the Hilton property by 11:45 p.m. 

 

¶ ALL SCHOOL RULES APPLY.  This is an official Watkins Mill High School and Montgomery 

County Public School (MCPS) event. 

 

¶ ALCOHOL/DRUG USE OR POSSESSION-Any student found having used and/or in possession 

of drugs or alcohol will face consequences outlined by MCPS policy and will be turned over to 

law enforcement.  We want students and everyone to have a safe and memorable time at our 2009 

prom. Students found in possession, or under the influence, of drugs or alcohol will not be 

permitted to walk the stage on graduation day. 

 

¶ APPROPRIATE DRESS-This is a school event and expectations for appropriate dress will apply.  

Our prom is a formal affair.  Anyone who dresses in a provocative manner and is inappropriately 

dressed will not be admitted to prom. 

 

¶ APPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR AND DANCING STYLE- The same standard above applies to 

this expectation.  This is a school event and our standards for behavior and decorum still apply.  

Dancing that is suggestive or inappropriate will be addressed and will not be tolerated. 

 

¶ Watkins Mill staff and security will be enforcing all rules and policies of MCPS.  Police will be 

on patrol enforcing all laws. 

 

 



 PROM PERMISSION FORM FOR GUEST 
Watkins Mill High School  

             Non- Watkins Mill High School must be age 20 or younger 
 
EVENT:   Prom                          Date of  Dance: May 1, 2009  
 

                           Return By: Wednesday, April 29, 2009 
 

Watkins Mill Student Information 
 
Name: _________________________________ Grade: ____________ 
 
 
Studentõs Signature: ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Studentõs Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________________________ 
 
Parentõs Phone#: _______________________ 

 
 
 

Guest Information 
 
Name: _________________________________       Birth Date: ___________ 
 
School: _________________________________      Grade: _______________ 
 
Guestõs Parent/Guardian Name: ___________________  
 
Parentõs Phone#________________________________ 
 
 
Home Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Guestõs Signature: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Guestõs Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________ 
 
 

Guestõs School Official Information  
The òguestó listed above has been invited to Watkins Mill High Schoolõs Prom. Your signature 
below indicates that the òguestó is in good standing at your school. 
 
School Officialõs Name: ______________________________ Position: _______________ 
           (Printed) 

School Officialõs Signature: ____________________________ Phone #: ______________ 

(I will comply by Watkins Mill High School Prom procedures) 

 

(I give my son/daughter permission to attend Watkins Mill Prom) 



       
 

CHARTER BUS RESERVATION FORM  
 

SENIORS AND FAMILIES 

 

Chartered buses will be available again this year to take you and your family to and from the 

graduation ceremony, Friday June 12, 2009 at DAR Constitution Hall in Washington D.C.  The 

buses will depart Watkins Mill H.S. at 7:30 a.m. and return to the school soon after the 

ceremony.  Reservations are required.  (The school does not provide transportation for seniors 

to the ceremony.) 

 

All passengers, including senior students, must have paid reservations.  Itôs important to 

anticipate your needs now.  Additional buses will not be available the day of departure.  If your 

needs change, cancellations will be accepted no later than May 4.  Bus assignments and tickets 

will be mailed to you in mid-May. 

 

 Complete the reservation form below, and return it, along with a payment by check 

to WMHS PTSA, c/o 20428 Aspenwood Lane, Montgomery Village, MD 20886.  Make 

Check payable to WMHS PTSA.  Include the seniorôs name on the check. 

 

RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED WITH PAYMENT BY MAY  1, 2009. 

Questions?  Call Carolyn Camacho at (301) 990-6930, or email her at: 

Carolyn_W_Camacho@mcpsmd.org 

 

--------------------- Detach for reservation -------Retain upper portion-------------------------- 

 

RESERVATION FORM  

 

Family name ________________  Senior student name __________________ 

 

Phone (Home) _______________  Phone (Day) ________________________ 

 

Address with zip code _____________________________________________________ 

 

                                     ___   Person(s) requiring handicapped access 

 

  Please reserve ____ seats on chartered bus @$19.00 each 

 

  Total $ _________ enclosed 

 

 

RESERVATIONS M UST BE RECEIVED WITH PAYMENT BY MAY  1, 2009 

 
SENIOR GRADUATION FRIDAY, June 12, 2009, 10 a.m., DAR CONSTITUTION HALL 

BUSES DEPART FROM WMHS PROMPTLY AT 7:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

  



       

      

 

2009 COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY VIDEO ORDER FORM  

 

 

The Watkins Mill HS TV Production Group is offering the Class of 2009 commencement 

ceremony videos.  

 

2009 Commencement DVD includes the complete commencement ceremony, and pre-

commencement activity at DAR Constitution Hall. 

 

The order form below lists the cost of the DVD.  Only cash or money orders will be 

accepted and payment is due at time of order.  Orders should be submitted to the WMHS Media 

Center. 

 

Orders will be available for pickup in the WMHS Media Center, approximately two-three weeks 

after the commencement ceremony.  As soon as they are ready, we will notify you by phone 

and/or email.  All DVD orders are final.  Any damaged DVD will be replaced with a corrected 

copy. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Kreinbrook or Mr. Harris at (301) 840-3994 

&  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

ORDER FORM 

 

2009 Commencement Ceremony @ $35.00 ea.    $ _______________ 

 

Additional Copies of 2009 Commencement Ceremony 

  _______ copies at @ $20.00 each    $ _______________ 

 

TOTAL DUE    $ _______________ 

 
  (Please complete information and return to WMHS Media Center) 
 

Student Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent or Guardian: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing address: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ______________________________ State: __________________  Zip Code: _________ 

 

Daytime Phone: (           ) ____________________ Evening Phone: (          ) ________________ 

 

Email: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Directions to DAR Constitution Hall  

(Phone # 202-628-1776) 
 

 

 
Below are suggested routes to DAR Constitution Hall, located at 1776 D St., NW, Washington, DC 

20006. You may also visit their Web site at http://www.dar.org/omni/directions.cfm 

 

Wisconsin Avenue 
Take Wisconsin Avenue to Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.  Go one block south of Massachusetts (because 

you cannot make a left turn at the Wisconsin Avenue and Massachusetts Avenue intersection), which will 

bring you back on to Massachusetts Avenue.  Bear right on to Massachusetts Avenue and proceed to 23
rd
 

Street.  Turn right on 23
rd
 Street and follow direction to M Street.  Make a right turn on M Street and 

proceed to 17
th
 Street.  Make a left turn on 17

th
 Street proceed directly to DAR Constitution Hall. 

 

Connecticut Avenue 
Take Route 495 to the Connecticut Avenue exit.  Stay on Connecticut Avenue (which becomes 17

th 

Street) all the way to 17
th
 Street.  Take 17

th
 Street to D or C Street.  DAR Constitution Hall is located on 

that block. 

 

Glen Echo Parkway 
Take Route 495 exit to River Road / Glen Echo parkway.  Follow Glen Echo Parkway to Canal Road and 

M Street.  Keep straight on M Street to the Whitehurst Freeway.  Take the Whitehurst Freeway to the E 

Street expressway.  Follow expressway to the Constitution Avenue exit (well marked). 

 

George Washington Memorial Parkway 
Take Route 495 across the American Legion Bridges and exit right on to George Washington Parkway 

immediately after crossing the bridge.  Follow the parkway for approximately 8 miles to the Memorial 

Bridge and exit to Constitution Avenue. 

OR 

Take George Washington Parkway to Key Bridge.  Make right turn on Key Bridge and then turn right on 

Whitehurst Freeway.  Follow the freeway to the E Street expressway or take the K Street exit or take K 

Street exit (whichever you prefer) to 17
th
 Street and Pennsylvania Avenue.  Make a right turn on to 17

th
 

Street to DAR Constitution Hall. 

 

Using Metro: 
From the Orange and Blue lines (A 10-15 minute walk): 

Take the Farragut West metro stop. 

Exit the station on 17th Street, and walk south on 17th Street towards Constitution. Turn right on D 

Street. 

On Sundays, you must use the 18th Street exit; walk south on 18th Street and turn left on D Street. 

The main entrance is in the middle of the block.  

From the Red Line (A 10-15 minute walk): 

Take the Farragut North metro stop. 

Exit the station on 17th Street, and walk south on 17th Street towards Constitution. Turn 

right on D Street. 

The main entrance is in the middle of the block.  

http://www.dar.org/omni/directions.cfm


WATKINS MILL HIGH SCHOOL  

PERMISSION FORM FOR  

EARLY DISMISSAL  MAY 1, 2009 
 

Note:  Students must attend their regular schedule from first through 

fourth period to be eligible to attend Prom.  Students may be dismissed 

only after the end of 4
th
 period (i.e., after 10:54 AM). 

 

Please print  the information below 

 

Studentôs Name: ____________________              

 

Studentôs ID: __________________    

 

I grant permission for my child to be dismissed early as excused on  

May 1, 2009, in order to prepare for Prom. 

  

Time of dismissal: _____________________ 

 

Parent/Guardianôs Name: _________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardianôs Signature: ______________________ 

 

Date: _________________________________________ 

 

Day Phone#: ___________________ 

 

Alternative Day Phone#: _____________________ 

 

*Completed form must be returned by 2:15 p.m. on April 29, 2009  
 

 

 
 

 


