WATKINS MILL HIGH SCHOOL

Montgomery County Public Schools
10301 Apple Ridge Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20879
(301) 8403959 FAX(301) 8403980
Office of the Principal

March?2, 2009
Dear ParerfsyGuardiars):

Springwill be a very busy time fgparents with a student in the Class of 200 In an effort to help keep you informed,
there will bea senior parent formation meeting oWednesdayApril 15, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium at Watkins
Mill High School (WMHS). We will communicate impamt information about senior events and graduation tickets will
be distributed. Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.

Students with outstanding financial obligations will not be permitted tticjimte in any senior activitguch as prom,
seniorbanquet, and graduatiotf your child has aurrentoutstanding obligatiora copy is enclosed.his does not include
any items issued for this current marking period, which students may not have been required to return yet.

All financial obligations mst beresolved priorto the parent meeting on April 15, abdfore graduation tickets can be
obtained including payment of the senior fee of $5@ayment can be made during normal business hoi@.M.-3:30

P.M., in the WMHS Financial Office locatedtross from the Main Office. Our business manager, Ms. Alban, will also be
available to accept payments on April 15, from 67000 P.M. and immediately following the parent meetiRfpase make

your check payable to Watkins Mill High SchodChecks wil be accepted untiFriday, April 17, 200. After this date,

only cash will be accepte8ior students who have larger obligations, please speak with Ms. Anne Alban as soon as possible
regarding scheduling a payment plan.

Every senior receives six (6xkiets to graduation. A parent or guardian must sign for the tickets. Please keep your tickets
in a safe location. Unfortunately tickets are not replaceable, if lost. The procedure for requesting extra tickets will be
announced at the senior parent rimegon April 15.

Please take the time and care to thoroughly review and understamttbsednformation

1 Expectations for graduating seniors &
families/guests

Dress expectations for graduating seniors
Expectationsor the graduation ceremony
Diplomadistribution

Important dates

Senior final exam schedules

Prom procedures & expectations

Prom permission form for guest

Post Prom volunteer form

Charter bus reservation form
Commencement ceremony video order form
Directions to DAR Constitution Hall
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I am looking forward to celebrating the Class of 20Gith you and your family. Graduation will be held at DAR
Constituton Hall onFriday, June 122009at 10:00 a.m If you have any questions or concerns that we can answer or
address, please contatie Main Officeat 301-840-3959. Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in making this a
positive and joyous occasion for all.

Sincerely,
%4 . LA

Kevin A. Hobbs
Principal

Enclosures



2009 Senior Class Administrator

Mrs. Robin Lupia Class of 200 Advisors:
Office (301) 8403959 Laura_M_Salatto@mcpsmd.org
Robin_D_Lupig@mcpsmd.org Antonia_Motyka@mcpsmd.org

EXPECTATIONS FOR GRADUATING SENIORS
FAMILIES, & GUESTS
Graduation, June 12, 2000 a.m:=12 Noon
DAR Constitution Hall

\

Please assist us by reviewing these expectations withgyaduating senior We want gaduation to be a
memorable event for all.

1 We expect all participants and gueat graduation to conduct themselves in a dignified manner
and display the high expectations that are traditional at our commencement exercise.

1 Any student who is disruptiver @lemonstrates inappropriate behavior will not be permitted to

participate in graduation.

Any student found to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs will be removed from graduation.

Graduates are requitdo be at Constitution Hall by 9:00 a.mndare to enter by the D Street

entrance. Parents and guastsyenter af:00 a.m.on the 18 Street side.

1 The closesMETRO stopto Constitution Hall is the Foggy Bottom Station. The Farragut North
Station on the red line can also be used.

1 The PTSAprovides air conditioned buses leaving from WMH&.bus order form is enclosed.
There is a fee for the bus and reservations MUST be made in advance.

1 Anyone who enterdDAR Constitution Hall must have a ticket, with the exception of the
graduates. If yoleave the hall for any reason, you may NO%Enger.

9 Family andguestsare asked to be seated &yt5am. Please respect any seating that has been
reserved. Reserved seats will be clearly marked.

1 The ceremony will begin promptly 40:00 a.mand will concludeby 12 Noon. The doors to the
hall are closed and LOCKED promptly2®00 a.m

9 Students are not permitted to hdeys, gum, cigarettes tighters. Security will spotcheck and

confiscate contraband.

Studentgnuststay inalphabetical order agacticedduringrehearsal.

Family and friends who would like to take still pictures of their children will be permitted to

stand in alesignated areset aside for the purpose. Please leave the photo box area immediately

and allow another parent to takewy place.

9 Tripods are prohibited, as is filmirigom the aisle,n front of, or on the stage. WMHS staff will
monitor the photo boxes to make sure there is prompt and fair turnover of {édters.

9 Blanton Studios will be taking a picture of eachdpate receiving his/her diploma. Information
regarding these photographs will be available at a later date. Hfldn#/Mill High School
Media Department will make a videotape of the ceremaényorder form is enclosed.

1 Parents will not be able to visivith their children until after the entire ceremony is complete,
including the recessional. Do not plan to meet inside the building. Designate a placeamatside
away from the hall to meet. Those who are taking buses back to Watkins Mill shouldtoepor
their buses immediately.

1 HANDICAPPED ACCOMMODATIONS: Please contact theass advisar if anyone in your
party requires handicapped accommodations or a sign interpreter for the Jrepamgd.
Handicapped seating is available for those in wheelkehalf you have any family members
attending the commencement ceremony who are hearing impaired, pleaseenkdotyka or
Ms. Salatto (emails listed at the top of this page).
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DRESS EXPECTATIONS FOR GRADUATING SENIORS

1 Blue cap and gown as akd (tassels on the left) ™ :
1 Cap should be worn parallel to the floor. Lettering on top of the cap is prohibited / T‘;‘
1 Dress shoes (preferably black) with socks. No sandals, ntldfp, no athletic shoes
il
il
s

White shirts with collar and tie
Jewelry should not beorn outside the gown

1 Blue cap and gown as ordered (tassels on the left)

1 Cap should be worparallel to the floor, secured with pins if necessary. Lettering on top of the

cap is prohibited

1 Dress or skirt and bloug§eNO PANTS!

1 Dress shoes (prefergtblack). No sandals, no flifiops, no athletic shoes (AttentiGrexcessively
high heels can be quite dangerous; no one wants to fall at gradddimstairs coming off the
stage are marble and can be very slippery. Also, theehamd railing fothese stairs)

Jewelry and accessories should not be visible on the outside of the gown
Please avoid large dangling earrings
Bags and purses are not permitted R

E ]

Note: During the ceremony and through the awarding of diplomas, tassels should be wormtsite ¢f the cap.
Together as a class, the tassels will be shifted to the right.

EXPECTATIONS FOR THE GRADUATION CEREMONY

Make sure all cell phones or other electronic devises are turned off before the ceremony begins

Appropriate behavior is essential at graduation, for graduates, parents, and guests. Yelling or sc

out a graduateds name is NOT appropriate a ma y
graduatesd name call ed.

Remain seated as natlblock the view

Pleaseefrain fromclapping or cheering until ALL of the gradies have been announcéd/e are making

a concerted effort to make our graduation ceremony a pleasant and dignified experience for all; we will
stop the ceremony and wait fardignified silence to return to the hall if necessary. We know how proud

you are of your graduate; the graduates know this, too. Loud and demonstrative displays have no place at a
formal ceremony.

1 In addition to the security provided by the Constitutidall, WMHS provides its own security team and

faculty members who help to supervise conduct at graduation. Please treat them with the same respect that
our students are expected to show them. If asked at any time by a WMHS staff member to comply with a
direction, please do so. Again, our security team and staff have been instructed to ensure that the ceremony
is dignified and respectful.
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9 Studentswill receive their diploma COVER on stage Diplomas will be &
distributed at tables (alphabetically identified) as the graduates exit the main
hall. Students that behave inappropriately during the ceremony or as they cross the stage, will not receive
their diploma at the conclusion of grai t i on . Those students6 dipl omas
students will need to see Mr. Hobbs in order to receive their diploma.

1 Students that do not attend the graduation ceremony may contact Ms. Claudia Jacobson, school registrar, at
301-840-3970, topick up their diplomas.

DIPLOMA DISTRIBUTION

177
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IMPORTANT DATES

There will be a senior parent information meeting on Wednesday, April 15, 2009, at 7:00
p.m. in the auditorium.
Graduation tikets will be given out at this meeting. Each student will receive 6 ticlény.
senior with an outstanding obligation will NOT receive any graduation tickets until the obligation
is paid. WMHS Financial Office staff will be available at the meetingydu wish to pay
obligations
tickets in the Main Office beginning Monday, May 4. You must provide the ID of the person who
has the same last name as the graduate. Addittickets may be available after June 1. A
request form for extra tickets will be available at the parent meeting on April 15, 2009.
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Prom will be held on Friday, May 1, 200, from 8:00 p.m. to11:30p.m. at the Gaithersburg

Hilton.

Tickets are onae fromMonday, April 20 throughWednesdayApril 29, 20®. Tickets are
$60.00 each.The ticket price includeadmission to Prom and Post Profll obligations,
including the SENIOR FEE, must be paid before purchasing any tickets.

Post Prom will be héd on Saturday, May 2, 20® from 12:00 a.m.to 5:30 a.m. Students do
not need to attend the prom teesid the post pronT.ickets for Post Prom will be available at the
door for $10.00Any parentinterested in helping &ostProm, please contabts. Cainna Bell at
corinnabell@comcast.net

The Senior Banquetis tentatively planned for May 21, 2009. Details will be announced at
the parent meeting.

SENIOR FINAL EXAM SCHE DULES

Tue., May & Wed., May 7 Thur., May 3B Fri., May 29
Regular Regular Regular Regular
Scheduled Scheduled Scheduled Scheduled
Day Day Day Day
Senior Exams Senior Exams Senior Exams Senior Exam 1

Periods 6 & 7 Periods 4 & 5 Periods 2 & 3 & Make ups

*Makeup day for senior examsksiday, May 29

Mandatory Graduation Rehearsal will be held on Wednesday, June 10, 2009, at 8:30 a.m. in
the gymnasium Any senior who does not attend cannot walk the stage at graduation.

The

rehearsal takeapproximately three hours. Caps and gowns will be given out at the end of the
graduation rehearsalSeniors may not participate in the graduation ceremony without a cap
and gown or without attending the mandatory graduation rehearsalll financial obligations

must be paid in order to receive a cap and gown.

t
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PROM PROCEDURES AND EXPECTATIONS

Any student with a financial obligation to the school will not be permitted to purchase a ticket to
prom untilthe obligation is cleared.

Students not schetkd to be on campus during STEP may purchase a prom ticket either before or
after school irourfinancial office.

TICKETSWILL NOT BE SOLD THE NIGHT OFPROM UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE!
Studentgnust presentheir school ID when purchasingeirtickets.

Guests that do not attend Watkins Mill High School must get clearance from their home school
by completing the enclosed guest permission form.

Students must have their school Hhd tickets at the door. Allugsts of Watkins Mill High
School students mubkave a photo ID at the door.

No one will be permitted to enter the prom after 10:00 p.m.

Oncestudentshave entered the ballroom ardéaey will not be permitted to leave and return for
any reason.

Studentgnust vacate thelilton property by 11:45 p.m.

ALL SCHOOL RULES APPLY. This is an official Watkins Mill High School akbntgomery
County Public SchodMCPS) event

ALCOHOL/DRUG USE OR POSSESSIGANy student found having used and/or in possession
of drugs or alcohol will face consequences outlibgdVICPS policy and will be turned over to
law enforcement. We wastudentsand everyone to have a safnd memorable time at our 200
prom. Students found in possessjoor under the influencepf drugs or alcohol will not be
permitted to walk the stagm graduation day.

APPROPRIATE DRESSThis is a school event and expectations for appropriate dress will apply.
Our prom is a formal affair. Anyone who dresses in a provocative manner and is inappropriately
dressed will not be admitted to prom.

APPROPRITE BEHAVIOR AND DANCING STYLE- The same standard above applies to
this expectation. This is a school event and our standards for behavior and decorum still apply.
Dancing that is suggestive or inappropriate will be addressed and will not be tolerated.

Watkins Mill staff and security will be enforcing all rules and policies of MCPS. Police will be
on patrol enforcing all laws.



PROM PERMISSION FORM FOR GUEST
Watkins Mill High School
Non- Watkins Mill High Schoatust be age 2y younge

EVENT: Prom Date of Dance May 1, 2009

Return By: Wedesday, April 29, 2009

Watkins Mill Student Information

Name: Grade:

Studentds Signatur e:

Studentds Parent/ Guardian Signatur e:

Parentds Phone#:

Guest Information

Name: Birth Dae:

School: Grade:

Guest 0 SuaRlmm Namd: /

Parentds Phone#

Home Address:

Guesto6és Signatwure: _ _
(I will comply by Watkins Mill High School Prom procedujyes

Gu e st 0 SSuaRlmnm Sgnature:
(I give my sofdaughter permission to attend Watkins Mill Pjom

G u e s théosOffisia Information

The oguestdé | isted above has been invited to

bel ow indicates that the oOoguesto is in good s

School ocofficialdés Name:
(Printed)

School Officialds Signature:



CHARTER BUS RESERVATION FORM
SENIORS AND FAMILIES

Chartered buses will be available again this year to take you and your tamiigl from the
graduation ceemony, Friday June 12, 2069 DAR Constitution Hall in Washington D.C. The
buses will depd Watkins Mill H.S at7:30a.m and return to the school soon after the
ceremony.Reservations are required (The schooboes notprovide transportation for seniors
to the ceremony.)

Al | passengers, including senior students, mu
anticipate your needs now. Additional buses will not be available the day of depériuer.

needs changeancellations wilbe accepted no later than MayBus assignments and tickets

will be mailed to you in mid-May.

Complete the reservation form below, and return it, along with a payment by check
to WMHS PTSA, c/o 20428 Aspenwood Lane, Montgomery Vilge, MD 20886.Make
Check payable to WMHS PTSA. Include the seniord same onthe check.

RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED WITH PAYMENT BY MAY 1, 2009
Questions? Call Caroly@amacho at (301) 9968930, or email her at:
Carolyn_W_Camacho@mcpsmd.org

RESERVATION FORM

Family name Senior student name

Phone (Home) Phone (Day)

Addresswith zip code

____Person(s) requiring handicapped access
Please reserve seats on chartered bu® @¥ach

Total $ enclosed

RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED WITH PAYMENT BY MAY 1, 2009

SENIOR GRADUATIONFRIDAY, June 12, 2009, 18.m, DAR CONSTITUTION HALL
BUSES DERART FROM WMHS PROMPTLY AT7:30a.m.



2009COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY VIDEO ORDER FORM

The Watkins Mill HS TV Prodction Group is offeringhe Class o02009commencement
ceremony videos.

2000 Commencemer®VD includes the complete canencement ceremongnd pre
commencement activity at DAR Constitution Hall.

The order form below lists the cost of the DVD. Onlyrcasmoney orders will be
accepted and payment is due at time of order. Orders should be submitted/MHiEMedia
Center.

Orders will be available for pickup in the Wb Media Center, approximately twtbreeweeks
after the commencement ceremony. s@en as they are readye will notify you by phone
andbr email. AIIDVD orders &e final. Any damaged DVill be replaced with a corrected

copy.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Kreinbrook oHR&frisat (301) 8463994

ORDER FORM
2000 Commencement Ceremony @ $35.00 ea. $
Additional Copies of 208Commencement Ceremony
copies at @ $20.00 each $
TOTAL DUE $

(Please complete information and return to WMHS Media Center)

Student Name:

Parent or Guardian:

Mailing address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Daytime Phone: ( ) Evening Phone )

Email;




Directions to DAR Constitution Hall
(Phone # 2026281776)

Below are suggedroutes to DAR Constitution Hallpcated atl776 D St. NW, Washington, DC
20006.You may also visit their Web site lattp://www.dar.org/omni/directions.cfm

Wisconsin Avenue

Take Wisconsin Avenue to Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. Go one block south of Mastiaqbecause

you cannot make a left turn at the Wisconsin Avenue and Massachusetts Avenue intersection), which will
bring you back on to Massachusetts AvenuearBight on to Massachusetts Averam proceed to 23

Street. Turn right on #3Streetand follow direction to M Street. Make a right turn on M Street and
proceed to 17 Street. Make a left turn on ¥ Btreet proceed directly to DAR Constitution Hall.

Connecticut Avenue

Take Route 495 to the Connecticut Avenue exit. Stay on Conrteéti@nue (which becomes %47
Street) all the way to 17Street. Take 17Street to D or C Street. DAR Constitution Hall is located on
that block.

Glen Echo Parkway

Take Route 495 exit to River Road / Glen Echo parkway. Follow Glen Echo ParkwayaldRbad and

M Street. Keep straight on M Street to the Whitehurst Freeway. Take the Whitehurst Freeway to the E
Street expressway. Follow expressway to the Constitution Avenue exit (well marked).

George Washington Memorial Parkway

Take Route 495 acroske American Legion Bridges and exit right on to George Washington Parkway
immediately after crossing the bridge. Follow the parkway for approximately 8 miles to the Memorial
Bridge and exit to Constitution Avenue.

OR

Take George Washington Parkway toyiigridge. Make right turn on Key Bridge and then turn right on
Whitehurst Freeway. Follow the freeway to the E Street expressway or take the K Street exit or take K
Street exit (whichever you prefer) to"™1%treet and Pennsylvania Avenue. Make a right on to 1%

Street to DAR Constitution Hall.

Using Metro

From the Orange and Blue lines (A 1015 minute walk):

Take the Farragut West metro stop.

Exit the station on 17th Street, and walk south on 17th Street towards Constitution. Turn right on D
Street.

On Sundays, you must use the 18th Street exit; walk south on 18th Street and turn left on D Street.
The main entrance is in the middle of the block.

From the Red Line (A 1815 minute walk):

Take the Farragut North metro stop. s

Exit the station on 1T%tStreet, and walk south on 17th Street towards Constitution. Tur Fo ¢
right on D Street.

The main entrance is in the middle of the block.


http://www.dar.org/omni/directions.cfm

WATKINS MILL HIGH SCHOOL
PERMISSION FORM FOR
EARLY DISMISSAL MAY 1, 2009

Note: Students must attend their regulaesiche from first through
fourth period to be eligible to attend Prom. Students may be dismissed
only after the end of%iperiod (i.e., after 10:54 AM).

Pleaseorint the information below
Student 6s Name:

Student 6s | D:

| grant permission for my child to be dismissed early as excused on
May 1, 2009, in order to prepare for Prom.

Time of dismissal:

Parent/ Guardi andéds Name:

Parent/ Guardiands Signatur

Date:

Day Phone#:

Alternative Day Phone#:

*Completed form must be returned by 2:15 p.m. on April 29, 2009




