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OCTOBER Guidance pillar and theme:  Respect – “Good manners will open doors 

that the best education cannot.”  Clarence Thomas 
 

28 9:30-2:45 Third Grade field trip to Baltimore Museum of Industry 
30   First Marking Period Ends 
 2:15  Halloween Parade and parties  
 

NOVEMBER Guidance pillar and theme:  Caring – “Hugs can do great amounts of 
good for children.”  Thomas Edison 

 
2 No School – teacher professional day 
3 7:00-8:00 PTA meeting – APR 
6 6:30-8:30 Bingo Night – Gym 
11 12:55  Early Dismissal and Report Cards Distributed 
12 12:55  Early Dismissal 
19 9:30-12:25 Second Grade field trip to Strathmore Music Hall 
20 9:30-3:00 Kindergarten field trip to Maryland Science Museum 
25 12:55  Early Dismissal – Thanksgiving Eve 
26 & 27   No School – Thanksgiving Holiday 
   

 
PRINCIPAL’S WRITING WALL – Congratulations to the students whose writing has been highlighted 
since the last newsletter! 

Grade 5 – Matthew Bottiglieri, Alex Ma, Nathan Lee, Juliette Khoury, Justin Cheung, 
Cheyenne Hsu, Jamie Abod, Angela Yang 
Grade 4 – Daniel Beroun, Vicky Mei, Hannah Bruckheim, Gregory Thai, Eden Edery, 
Fareed Abedini, Andrew Espejo, Aliya Rahman, Elaine Wu, Nick Seigel, Sean Lin, 
Mandla Johnson, Pranusha Kareddy, Maya Giro, Lindsay Ross, Jamhad Booth, Michael 
Gonyo, Anna Duan, Chauncey Moore, Gabriel Pollack, Enrique Garcia, Ariya Feng 
Grade 3 – Dina Sapiro, Emmanuel Lule, Devon Altman, Lauren Röling, Matthew Sachs, 
Callie Wen, Bilal Mohammed, Richard Qiao 
Grade 2 – Angela Cheng, Oliva Kerben, Saba Maruf, Michael Schwartz, Dylan 
O’Halloran, Cammie Barrón, Amir Shad, Tasnim Obaied, Dougie Cantor, Erika Chen, 
Gabi Giro, Jacob Glazier, Jason Marshak, Juliet Present, Michelle Shen, Kareef Ullah 
Grade 1 – Eli Qian, Chinoyelum Aniagboso, Seung Hyun Han, Shakti Arumugam, 
Esther Tang, Vikram Menon, Howard Lu, Sarah Reid, Sasha Evseev, Govind Singhal, 
Jayden Rowe-Perry, Anshuman Sarkar, Sloane Bernstein, Nesya Weinsweig, Colin 
Corrado, Ismaeel Ibrahim, Arthur Liao, Victoria Chai, Augustas Senuta, Jordyn Delo, 
Rhoda Njdoukouo-Ngouzo 

 
HALLOWEEN – The parties are ONLY for Stone Mill students.   Siblings cannot attend.  A few 
quick reminders about Halloween at Stone Mill –  

 Children who choose to wear costumes for the parties and parade should BRING them, NOT wear 
them to school.  They will have time to change prior to the parade.   

 No weapons, pretend weapons or super scary costumes are allowed. 
 Children who do not celebrate are welcome to join the non-Halloween celebration in the media 

center.   
 



FROM THE COUNSELOR - The conclusion of the first grading period is the traditional time for 
parent/teacher conferences.  The parent/teacher conference is a good time for effective communication 
between parents and teachers.  I have compiled some questions that you might want to discuss with the 
teacher at the conference: 
 

1. What do I want the teacher to know about my child? 
2. What skills will my child be expected to master this year? 
3. What is the most important thing I want to learn from this conference? 
4. What can I do to support my child’s learning? 
5. What is the most effective parent/teacher communication tool? 
6. How does my child feel about school? 
7. Is there anything happening at home that might affect my child’s learning or behavior at school? 
8. In what areas does the teacher think that my child needs to improve? 
9. How can I work with the teacher to help my child have a successful school year? 
10. How will my child’s progress be evaluated? 

 
SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES – Often, one parent will hear from another that if a child is 
struggling, the parent should have the child evaluated for special education services or ask the school about 
a 504 plan to ensure assistance.  Special Education services and 504 plans are for children who have 
diagnosed disabilities and cannot access the curriculum without this high level of support.  They are not for 
children who do not have a disability.   Most children will find one subject tougher than another, or will be 
learning a concept he/she finds unusually difficult.  Everyone has different strengths and needs.  That is 
natural and normal.  School is not easy!  When children have difficulties with their assignments and/or with 
concepts there are many things that the school can do to help them prior to any discussion about the 
presence of a disability.  To prevent children from unnecessarily being identified as having a disability for 
an issue that could be addressed by the teacher and school support staff, we employ many strategies to 
bolster students’ areas of need.  Our staff is amazing at giving children the extras they may need to really 
soar!   
 
WALK FOR THE HOMELESS – Thanks to all the children and families who helped us raise money for 
the Stepping Stones Shelter in the mini-walk.  Special thanks to Gail Ebrahimi for all her hard work! 
 
SATURDAY DISCOVERIES – Montgomery College Workforce Development & Continuing Education 
Youth Programs is accepting registrations for Saturday Discoveries.  This is a one-day enrichment program 
offered for gifted and talented students in grades 4 and 5, and is scheduled for Saturday, November 14, 
2009, from 8:30 am to 2:50 pm at the Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus of Montgomery College.  For 
additional information and or registration, contact the Workforce Development & Continuing Education at 
240-567-7264, or visit the website at www.montgomerycollege.edu/youth 
 
WOOTTON PRODUCTION – The Wootton High School Center for the Arts is excited to present You 
Can’t Take It With You. Show times are: Thursday, Nov. 5th, Friday Nov. 6th, and Saturday, Nov. 7th at 7:30 
pm. Tickets are $5.00 for students and $10. for adults and can be purchased at the Wootton Box Office 
Monday, Nov. 2nd through Wednesday, Nov. 4th from 3-6 pm and 2 hours prior to the shows.   Ticket forms 
are available online at: 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/woottonhs/academics/art/YCTIWYticketorder.pdf  
 
SPECIAL TIGER TAILS THANK YOU TO: 

 Neetu Kaur Singh and Vira Gonyo for the fantastic book fair! 
 Dr. Ted Mashima for his outstanding talk about wildlife! 

 


