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NOVEMBER Guidance pillar and theme:  Caring – “Hugs can do great amounts of 

good for children.”  Thomas Edison 
 
18 9:30-10:30 Picture retakes 
19 9:30-12:25 Second Grade field trip to Strathmore Music Hall 
20 9:30-3:00 Kindergarten field trip to Maryland Science Museum 
25 12:55  Early Dismissal – Thanksgiving Eve 
26 & 27   No School – Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
 

DECEMBER Guidance pillar and theme:  Caring – “A kind word is like a spring 
day.”  Russian Proverb 

 
24 No School – Christmas Eve 
25 No School – Christmas 
28-Jan 3  No School – Winter Break 
 
School resumes Monday, January 4, 2010   

 
PRINCIPAL’S WRITING WALL – Congratulations to the students whose writing has been highlighted 
since the last newsletter! 

Grade 5 -  Sarah Alkon, Alex Li, Michael Lin, Solomon Sapiro, Lydia Wang,  
Evan Xing, Nahom Yimam 
Grade 3 – Cindy Huang, Jay Raichura, Niko Jones, Jessica Murray, Noah Merriam, 
Andrew Yung, Prajit Dharmavaratha, Amanda Levenson, Aritra Jindal, Jenny Kien, 
Brian Liang, Harrison Lee 
Grade 2 – Phillip Guo, Etai Admi, Elizabeth Ipe, Tyree Leonce, Gaby Castro,  
Prielle Edery, Junior Tullis, Katie Barnett, Nicholas Gonyo, Julie Yang, Sarah Edery 
Grade 1 – Mica Rabin, Jared DiGenova, Abby Chen, Aaron Mei,  
Emma Hammerschmidt 
Kdg. – Allison Gritz, Jashaun Fields, Evan Cantor, Shreya Rajkumar, Jordan Zhang, 
Tatiana Martinez, Logan Moore, Evan Hane, Allison Saenger, Sasha Tkachenko,  
Kailyn McAfee, Hannah Zhu, Jenna Seibert 

 
PICTURE RE-TAKE/ABSENTEE DAY – Our photographers are returning to retake photographs that 
were not fabulous the first time around or to take the photos of children who were absent on the regular 
picture day.   Of course, they will retake any child’s photo for any reason.  If the retake is needed due to a 
lab error, eyes closed, mouth open, off center or out of focus prints, these retakes are free.  There is a $5.00 
sitting fee for retakes that include changes in clothing selection, braces on or off, new hair styles, etc.  
Should you want a retake, please return the entire, original package on retake day.  Order envelopes for 
children that were absent on the regular picture day are in the office. 
 
FROM THE COUNSELOR - During the month of December the staff and students will be focusing on 
the Pillar of Character “CARING” from the Character Counts! Program.  At Stone Mill everyone strives to 
be kind in our “words” and “actions”.  Parents play an important role in teaching children to be caring 
people.  The holiday season is a wonderful time to teach children how to be kind and caring.  I have 
included some suggestions that might be helpful during this holiday season and throughout 2010: 



 
1. Make gifts utilizing inexpensive supplies.   
2. Do something nice for an elderly friend or neighbor. 
3. Send greeting cards or letters expressing good wishes to people in the military. 
4. Do a kind deed for someone who is ill. 
5. Let your child help you with some of the responsibilities of the holiday season. 
6. During the holidays have your child talk to older relatives about traditions from their childhood. 
7. Give your child a coupon to give another person that notes a task he/she will do for that person. 
8. As a family, choose and attend a special holiday event together. 
9. As a family, discuss what you can do for others during the holiday season. 
10. Encourage your child to invite a friend to participate in some of your holiday activities. 

 
 
CHILLY WEATHER – As the weather gets colder, please remember that we go out to outdoor recess 
when the temperature is 32 degrees or warmer.  Please have your children dress warmly enough to be 
outside during the chilly weather. 

SCHOOL BUS RULES – Here is a quick review of some bus safety tips.  Please discuss these safety rules 
with your children.  Students should exhibit the same conduct on a school bus as they do in the classroom.  
Cooperation with the bus driver is expected just as it is with the teacher.  Bus drivers and school officials 
are the only ones who can assign specific seats to students.   
 At the bus stop, students should: 

• Arrive five minutes before the scheduled time and board promptly without pushing or 
shoving 

• Be considerate of adjacent yards, driveways, houses or buildings 
• Stay out of the roadway 
• Move toward the bus only after it stops and the door is opened 
• Ride only the bus to which they have been assigned 

 
 
YMCA WORKSHOPS –  
 
Dealing with a Strong Willed Child 
Do you sometimes feel your child is more determined, more sensitive, more argumentative, more volatile 
than others?  Come and learn how to turn these strong characteristics into positive attributes and make day 
to day family living more tranquil.  Monday, January 11  7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  Free.  Donations appreciated.   
Silver Spring Library, 8901 Colesville Rd., Silver Spring 
 
Ten Reasons Children Don’t Succeed… and Eleven Things Parents Can Do 
Come to this parenting skills workshop to discover common pitfalls of parenting that deprive children of 
the opportunity to succeed with daily tasks of living.  Parents will learn strategies for helping kids become 
more confident, courageous, capable and caring.  Wednesday, January 20, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Free.  
Donations appreciated.     Bethesda Library, 7400 Arlington Rd., Bethesda 
 
Parenting Without Threats and Bribes   
Parenting tools will be the focus of this how-to workshop.  While the use of rewards and threats in 
disciplining may be effective in controlling behavior in the immediate situation, over time it can decrease 
mutual respect in the relationship.  Come learn alternative approaches.   
Tuesday, January 26, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  Free.  Donations appreciated.   Davis Library, 6400 Democracy 
Blvd., Bethesda  
 
Choosing, Making and Keeping Friends 
Parents will learn how to help their child assess social situations, strategize ways to have more positive 
interactions, recognize and read social cues, and feel better about him or herself.   
Monday, February 1, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.   Free.  Donations appreciated.   Potomac Library, 10101 
Glenolden Dr., Potomac 
 
SPECIAL TIGER TAILS THANK YOU TO: 

 Nina Seibert for helping out in the health room! 
 Melissa Tritto, Alison Glaser, and Michelle Birnbaum-Daoust for providing sweet treats 

for staff! 
 Laura Glazier, Jill Hammerschmidt, Alyson Lobel and Elaine Reale for the outstanding 

bingo night! 
 Shelly Shapiro and Margie Lazzaro for the amazing Sally Foster sales! 

 


