
Homework

Policies, Procedures, and Tips



Policy

� The MCPS BOE states that homework 
complements classroom learning and is 
beneficial and important in a student’s overall 
educational program.  

� Homework provides an opportunity for 
students to develop personal responsibility 
and study skills, including good organization, 
self-reliance, and time management .  

� Homework is an important tool for informing 
parents about current areas of study and 
student working levels. 



Purpose 

� The purpose of homework is to 
practice, reinforce, and/or extend
the skills and concepts taught during 
the instructional day. 



Purpose

� Homework can:
� Provide background for upcoming lessons and units of 

study (previewing)
� Provide opportunities for concept and skill development 

(practice)
� Extend and reinforce classroom instruction (application)
� Stimulate further interests (enrichment)
� Provide opportunities to identify and to use resources, such 

as the library, the Internet, reference books, and other 
community resources

� Develop initiative, responsibility, self-direction and 
organizational skills 



Guidelines

� Homework assignments, procedures for 
accomplishing, consequences of not 
doing, and due dates should be clear to 
the students. 



Guidelines

� When a student is absent for one or two 
days, make-up work will be assigned to 
the student upon his/her return to school 
after the student confers with the teacher 
to determine his/her needs. 



Guidelines

� For three or more days of an excused 
absence, maintenance-type materials which 
provide the student with activities to maintain 
acquired skills may be provided, but new work 
will not be sent home as homework.  Work 
missed during an unexcused absence will be 
provided when the child returns to school, or at 
the teacher’s discretion.

� Family vacations are considered 
unexcused absences.



Guidelines

� If a student is unable to complete an 
assignment due to lack of understanding, 
the parent is encouraged to write a note 
to the teacher explaining why the 
assignment was not completed .  The 
teacher will explain further, after which 
the student can be expected to complete 
the assignment.



Evaluation of Homework

� Completed homework assignments will be reviewed 
and feedback will be provided to students.  This 
feedback may include self-evaluation and/or tracking 
of progress, peer feedback, or teacher comments.

� Generally, homework will not be a factor in 
determining academic grades.  Homework completion 
will be used, however, for learning skills feedback.  

� When stated in advance, homework can be used to 
assess students’ learning after they have had ample 
practice and feedback on identified skills or concepts.  
In these cases, homework may be used in determining 
both learning skills and academic grades.



Time Allotments

� The MCPS regulation on homework states that 
homework should be assigned three to five 
times a week , and that the teacher can best 
determine the nature and length of homework 
assignments.  

� We believe that elementary school children 
also need time to spend on recreational 
activities and to explore personal interests. 



Time Allotments

� Grades K-1:  Up to 20 minutes per night, plus 15 
minutes of reading and 5 minutes of basic math fact 
practice

� Grades 2-3:  Up to 35 minutes per night, plus 20 
minutes of reading and 10 minutes of basic math fact 
practice

� Grade 4-5:  Up to 65 minutes per night, plus 20 
minutes of reading and 10 minutes of basic math fact 
practice



Time Allotments

� When enough time has been allowed in 
school for classwork, and that work has 
not been completed, it may be assigned 
as homework, thereby exceeding the 
recommended daily time allotted to 
homework. 

� The times are approximate.  Individual 
student’s pace may need to be taken into 
consideration.  



What Students Can Do

� Be aware of assignments and seek 
further explanation if needed.

� Write down homework assignments.
� Organize his/her time to work on 

assignments.
� Turn assignments in on time.
� Turn in assignments reflecting high 

standards of quality and completeness.



What Parents Can Do

� Provide a study area that is quiet, comfortable and 
free from major disturbances. 

� Provide a definite time for study or other activities. 
� Make available, if possible, such resource materials as 

reference books, magazines, newspapers and 
dictionary. 

� Check the student’s work for neatness and legibility.
� Provide the child with an assignment book in which 

he/she can fully record daily and long-range 
assignments. 

� Arrange with the school to secure assignments during 
a period of absence. 



What Parents Can Do

� Be positive about homework.  Tell your child how 
important school is. The attitude you express about 
homework will be the attitude your child acquires.

� When your child asks for help, provide guidance, not 
answers.  Giving answers means your child will not 
learn the material. Too much help teaches your child 
that when the going gets rough, someone will do the 
work for him or her.

� Watch your child for signs of failure and frustration.
Let your child take a short break if s/he is having 
trouble keeping her/his mind on an assignment. 



Questions?

� Please use the available post-it notes 
and place your questions in the “bin”.

� Answers will be provided in the next 
issue of the Principal’s Splash.


