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GRADE 12

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT

SPRINGBROOK HIGH SCHOOL

In Montgomery County Public Schools, summer reading has been an expected practice in middle and high schools and an encouraged practice in elementary schools since 1998.

The ability to read is crucial to an individual’s success in school and on the job.  Reading is a life-long skill that a person needs to be successful, not only as a student and a worker, but also as someone involved in civic and personal activities.  Perhaps even more importantly, however, reading opens a person’s world through periodicals, references, essays, and literature.  By reading, individuals have the opportunity to learn about people, times, regions, and ideas that they may never actually encounter in life.  Reading can also bring a lifetime of pleasure and mental acuity.

Research strongly suggests that reading, like most skills, improves with practice and decreases when we don’t engage in it for even a short time.  Therefore, consistent with our commitment to prepare all students for success during school and after graduation, we continue in MCPS to expect all students to read during the summer.
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Students entering grade 12 at Springbrook must read TWO books. 

· The first book must be selected from the list below:

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood

Cannery Row by John Steinbeck

The Color Purple by Alice Walker

China Boy by Gus Lee

Catch-22 by Joseph Heller

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez

· The second book must be EITHER a second choice from the list above, or a book of 100 pages or more of your own choosing.  This book should be of interest to you and one you have wanted to read for your own enjoyment.  It may be fiction, nonfiction, or a collection of poetry or short stories.

PARENTS:  Please help your student select a book that he or she finds appealing, that seems to be at the appropriate reading level, and that meets both accepted standards for classroom use and your personal standards of appropriateness for your child.  The Springbrook English Department encourages all parents and adult mentors to read along and discuss the summer books with their student, and we encourage students to read for pleasure beyond the assigned works.

Note:  Should you find any part of this assignment to be inappropriate for your student, or if you have difficulty selecting or finding a work, please call the English Resource Teacher at 301-989-6071 to discuss alternatives.  Also, students who transfer to another MCPS school during the summer are expected, at the very least, to have met the expectations of the first school for summer reading, and at best, to contact the new school to meet their expectations on summer reading.

WRITTEN RESPONSES TO THE READING: GRADE 12 
STUDENTS:  As a record for your teacher, please type or neatly write in ink the following information about each book on a standard sheet of notebook or printer paper. The responses are due on the second day of school.

· Write your name (first name, last name) in the upper right corner.

· Make a list, beginning at the left margin of the top line, containing:

· Title of the book, underlined

· Author’s name (first name, last name)

· Publisher’s name and place of publication

· Most recent copyright date

· Copy from the book a short quotation that you consider important.  Put quotation marks around the quote, and at the end, write the number of the page on which it appears.

· Write a paragraph of five to seven sentences in which you explain why you consider the quote important.  Comment on how that quote represents some key element of the work, such as a theme, the author’s style, or an important character or plot development.


DURING THE FIRST TWO WEEKS OF SCHOOL, your English teacher will ask you to discuss the summer readings in an essay written in class; this essay will be part of the assessment for Unit 1.  You will not be able to refer to the book, but you WILL be encouraged to bring to class and refer to any journal notes that you have made.  We therefore recommend that, as you read, you take journal-style notes, written on standard notebook paper or typed.  You will be able to submit these notes with your essay.

As you read, you should: 
1. Keep notes on the basic facts of plot, setting, and character for reference when you write about the books in the fall.

2.  Also consider and jot down notes on the following questions:

· What is the author suggesting about how people look at and cope with the demands of their society?

· How do the character(s) in the book deal with possibly conflicting demands of their personal identity within that society?

· What personal reactions do you have to the book?

Grading:


The summer reading information page and the in-school written response together will be worth up to 2-3% of the first marking period grade in English 12A or honors English 12A .

Please be sure to read both sides of this flyer.


