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Advanced Placement Literature and Composition, Grade 12

Summer Reading Assignment

Springbrook High School

"An AP English course in Literature and Composition should engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. [Therefore, summer reading includes the] in-depth reading of texts drawn from multiple genres, periods and cultures. Through the close reading of these texts, students should deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. 

“As they read, students should consider a work's structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism and tone. Students should read deliberately and thoroughly, taking time to understand a work's complexity, to absorb its richness of meaning, and to analyze how that meaning is embodied in literary form. In addition to considering a work's literary artistry, students should consider the social and historical values it reflects and embodies. Careful attention to both textual detail and historical context should provide a foundation for interpretation, whatever critical perspectives are brought to bear on the literary works studied" (The College Board).

Students entering AP English Literature must read ONE novel and selections from TWO works during the summer.  Typed, written responses to the works are due on the second day of school.

Novel required for all:

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston   
Selections required for all:

Grimm’s Fairy Tales 

Read: “The Frog Prince,” “Tom Thumb,” “Cinderella,” “Rapunzel,” “Sleeping Beauty,” “Hansel and Gretel,” “Little Red Riding Hood,” “Rumpelstiltskin,” “Snow White and Rose Red” and “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs”

Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes by Edith Hamilton



Read: 
Part 1: Chapters 1, 3, 4


Part 2: Chapter 6


Part 5: Chapters 17, 18

Note: Should you find any part of this assignment to be inappropriate, or if you have difficulty selecting or finding a work, please call the English Resource Teacher at 301-989-6071 to discuss alternatives. 
Written Response To The Novel Their Eyes Were Watching God: 

Type the following information about the novel. 

· Write your name (first name, last name) in the upper right corner.

· Make a list, beginning at the left margin of the top line, containing:

· Title of the book, underlined or in italics

· Author's name (first name, last name).

· Name of the publisher and the place of publication

· Most recent copyright date.

· State the central question that the work raises.  Support your assertion that this is a question raised by the novel through references to plot, character, setting, point of view, and other literary aspects.  Be sure to use several passages from the work to support your assertion.  Provide the page number(s) for each passage.  Write a maximum of two pages for your response.
Written Responses To All Three Reading Selections:
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Take notes or annotate in your personal books as you read.  Be ready to discuss, to analyze and to respond to questions in class.  You may use your notes to refresh your memory.  In particular as you read, focus on and identify the following literary elements:

1. tone


6. mood
2. allusion


7. imagery

3. allegorical meaning
8. figurative language
4. symbolism

9. theme
5. diction

           10. voice
Timed Writing Assignment
During the first week of school, you will be given a sample AP Examination question based on your summer reading required novel. This question will test both your close reading skills and your ability to write about important literature. Your teacher will give more specific directions when you write this assignment in class.

Reading in an AP course should be both wide and deep. This reading necessarily builds upon the reading done in previous English courses. Next September we will assume that you have read the major works usually taught in grades 9 through 11. If you have somehow missed reading some of these books, don't let the summer pass without reading them.

The Odyssey


Romeo and Juliet

The Great Gatsby          
To Kill a Mockingbird

The Lord of the Flies

Taming of the Shrew

A Lesson Before Dying
The Catcher in the Rye
The Piano Lesson

The Scarlet Letter

Fences



Macbeth

Much Ado About Nothing      Ethan Frome
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