Rosa M, Parks Middle School

19200 OLNEY MILL RD - OLNEY, MD 20832 - 301.924.3180 (TEL) - 301.924.3288 (FAX) (f//"k\”

July 31, 2009 NZ \

Dear Parents, Guardians and Students:

In just a few short weeks August 31st will arrive, and the 2009-10 school year will be underway! |
am thrilled about my new role as the principal of Rosa Parks Middle School. As you may know, |
served as assistant principal of Rosa Parks last year. Prior to coming to RPMS, | served as assistant
principal of Banneker Middle School and Winston Churchill High School. Working with students
and families in the Olney community has already been a very rewarding experience.

I look forward to sustaining the high standards of excellence at Rosa Parks, and to expanding the quality of programs
and opportunities for students. When school staff, students and families work together, the possibilities are limitless.
On Wednesday, August 26, 2009, from 7 - 9 p.m., the PTA is sponsoring a community reception to allow me to greet all
RPMS families. Other staff members will be present to answer questions from parents who are new to Rosa Parks. Our
student ambassadors will also be available to give tours of the building.

We are entering the 2009-10 with something to celebrate. As a result of the commitment of families, students and a
very dedicated staff, our students performed well on the Maryland School Assessments, and Rosa Parks achieved
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for 2009! Congratulations to the Rosa Parks community for this significant
accomplishment. We must continue our focus on attaining high academic standards because each year the state
passing rates increase. For schools to make AYP in 2010 at least 80.8% of students must pass the Reading MSA and
71.4% must pass the Math MSA. We have no doubt that we can meet these standards as long as we continue to
provide a rigorous academic program and work with students who need extra help before and after school.

A critical part of students' academic success is the dedication of a highly qualified staff who provide exciting learning
opportunities within a positive environment. We are very fortunate to have hired a number of new staff members at
Rosa Parks. They are:

Administration: Holli B. Swann, Asst. Principal Foreign LanguageAndrea Maizel
Main Office Wendy Kekeris, Secretary Math: Kerry Spicer
Building Services Sabrina Page Music: Robert Bowden
Food Services: Norah Tancara Special Educatiortynn Taylor, RTSE
Art; Justin Costantino Marjani Isreal
English: Chrystel Jeffrey Science: Brock Eastman

School Psychologisiancy Baglin

Another critical aspect of student success is students' own willingness to complete assigned work and to put in the
time and effort necessary to take advantage of the learning opportunities they are provided. Over the summer all
students were provided with math and reading packets to complete to keep their skills sharp over the extended break
from school.

Required Summer Reading\ll incoming 6th, 7th and 8th grade students received a summer
reading assignment in June or upon enrollment. Rosa ParksCtudents are expected to read
two books, complete a graphic organizer for each, and bring the completed assignments to
school the first day of school in order to receive credit. These two books will count towards
the 25 books that the state expects middle school students to read each year. Students may
choose book titles or authors from the lists provided, or, with parent approval, they may
select other book titles that interest them. Parental support is greatly appreciated and will ensure the success of
this program.




Summer Math Review Packefll incoming 6th, 7th and 8th grade students were

given a summer math packet in June or when they were enrolled. This assignment is

accessible from the Rosa Parks MS website. The answer keys will also be located on

our website. All students received a booklet for the course into which they have
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they are given over the summer and bring it in to their math teacher by the first

week of school for full credit. Students must show all work in the space provided in

the book or on a separate paper to receive full credit.

Beyond turning in summer work on the first days of school, students will bring home a number of important
documents for you to complete so that the school can have all required information in case of an emergency and
so that you and our students are aware of important school procedures. Please return these items by September
1st. Lockers will not be assigned until emergency forms and handbooks are signed and returned.

A Yellow Sheets with Pre-Printed Emergency Information: please review this information for
accuracy, correct all errors, and sign and return. If there are no updates, please
sign and return, indicating that all information is correct.

A Parent Child Reunification Form: In case of an emergency similar to the events
of 9-11, we must have the names of adults who you authorize to pick up your
child from school. We will be unable to release your child to another adult
without your pre-approval (including neighbors / relatives).

A Computer Handbook: Students will receive a handbook with strict rules for
appropriate computer use at school. This handbook must be signed and kept in
your child's binder.

If your child rides a school bus, please write the 4-digit bus route number inside of his or her notebook. This
important information will be helpful in case your child forgets his or her bus number at the end of the school
day.

Mr. Heintze, Ms. Swann and |, along with all of the Rosa Parks Middle School Staff, are looking forward to
working with you and your child this year. Our staff works hard to provide excellence in opportunities for every
student at Rosa Parks. If you have questions, do not hesitate to visit our website or call. | hope you have a

relaxing, rejuvenating end to the summer.

Sincerely,

Donna Redmond Jones, Ph.D.

Principal
DRJ:kt
Attachments
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Communicating with the School Drop Off Procedures
Suggested Supply List Bus Schedule
Student Planner & Activity Fee Form PTA Information

MCPS Directory Information



Communicating with the School

Calling the right person to handle a question or concern will enable the issue to be resolved in the most efficient way.

Counselors (301-924-3190)

Grade 6 Ms. Kim Bailey 6A-6B WeELeEE ¢

Mr. Yomon Mingia - Students with IEPs WR
Grade 7 Ms. Denise Talley, Resource Counselor, 7A “

Mr. Yomon Mingia, 7B o
Grade 8 Ms. Ellen Fellows, 8A-8B ad ¥/

Mr. Yomon Mingia - Students with IEPs = 3

Overall academic progress of child

Concern about social/personal adjustment

Schedule conflicts or changes

Information you would like shared with teachers about your child
Family or personal problems affecting your child's overall adjustment
Information about counseling groups and outside referrals

Counseling Services Secretary (301-924-3190) - Mrs. Kreis
Request for homework for long-term absence (3-4 day minimum)
Withdrawal from school
New registration
Request for transcripts
Request for team conference through counselor

Nurse (301-924-3266)-Ms. Ralli
Health Technician (301-924-3266)-Mrs. Williams
Health concerns/Immunization questions

Attendance Secretary (301-924-3180) ¢ Mrs. Fordham
To inform school of absence of child Notes for early dismissal
Notes for being absent All attendance questions

Financial Assistant (301-924-3180) - Mrs. Kelly
Any questions regarding monies - books, yearbooks, field trips, financial obligations, etc.

Classroom Teachers (301-924-3180) -Please call the classroom teacher first.
Questions regarding child's performance in class
Concern with child's progress in class or any concern regarding student assignments

Team Leader/Interdisciplinary Resource Teachers (301-924-3180)
Grade 6A Team Leader/Ms. St. John
Grade 6B Team Leader /Ms. Davis
Grade 7A Team Leader/ English Resource - Mrs. A. Kelly
Grade 7B Team Leader /Mrs. B. Dietsch
Grade 8A Team Leader/Science Resource-Mr. G. Spinella
Grade 8B Team Leader/Social Studies Resource ¢ Mrs. M. Sturm
Math Resource /Ms. A. Bailey
Foreign Language Resource /Ms. M. Kenyon
Physical Education Resource/Arts Team Leader ¢ Mr. R. Foster
Special Education Resource/IEP Coordinator ¢ Ms. L. Taylor



If any of the following occurs, please call your grade-level team leader:
Any question regarding curriculum Overall performance of child in subject area
Unresolved concern with individual teacher Overall performance of child on team

Gifted/Talented Coordinators (301-924-3180) -Ms. Adele Bailey and Mrs. Adrienne Kelly
Placement in honors classes
Information about special programs (G/T, LD, summer and enrichment programs at Montgomery College,
John Hopkins programs)
Academic support for G/T students

PTA Website: ¢ Access all PTA information and forms ¢ come visit: www.rpmspta.org

President: Michele Setton ......cccceeveveeveennnns msetton@verizon.net 301-774-1926

6th Grade VP: Tea WeSt...eeeeeeiiieecieeeeeeecen, teasplace@gmail.com 301-570-6025
Betsy Palmer......cccccvveeeeciieneennns palmer3dogs@verizon.net 301-570-6499

7th Grade VP: Carol LeVY ..uvveeeeiieeeeieee e, clevymd@yahoo.com 301-260-8667
Lori Alpern ....occveeeeecveeeveciienenns lorialperin@verizon.net 301-570-2131

8th Grade VP: Samantha Gibson ...................... samgl994@msn.com 301-570-0588
Vacant

Parent Volunteer Coordinator: Vacant - (Please email msetton@verizon.net if you are interested)

Administration (301-924-3180)
Dr. Donna Redmond Jones, Principal
Ms. Holli B. Swann, Assistant Principal
Mr. James T. Heintze, Assistant Principal

If there is still a concern after you have spoken with a teacher/counselor/secretary, please call the appropriate
administrator:

Grade 7 and 6B- Ms. Swann

Grade 8 and 6A- Mr. Heintze

RETURN PHONE CALLS & E-MAIL

Counselors and administrators will return all phone calls within 24 hours. All teachers will respond to all phone
calls and e-mails within 48 hours. If you have an emergency please call the counselor who will get back to you as
soon as possible the same day.

r “

Parents can help the school by
reviewing homework each night,
reading to your child, and ensuring
completed homework is in your
OK A f R Qsad backpatkipGontd
his or her departure for school.
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RECOMMENDED SCHOOL SUPPLY LIST
2009-2010

Recommended for Sixth Grade

Two inch loose leaf 3ring binder with dividers (no
folders)

Wide-ruled notebook paper (200 sheets)
Reinforcements for Holepunch pages (white) (1 box)
3-hole pencil case to be placed inside binder

1 double pocket folder for English/Reading

1 60+ page cormposition book for Science

1 1-3 section spiral composition notebook for Math
Plastic compass and protractor for Science/Math
Ruler (metric and English systems)

Large eraser

Glue sticks (3)

Set of colored pencils (at least 8 colors)

#2 pencils with erasers(2 dozen)

Ballpoint pens, blue or black ink (2 dozen)

Red pens for checking (2 pens)

Highlighter

Recommended for Seventh Grade

Looseleaf 3-ring binder and dividers

Three-hole pencil case to be placed inside binder
Composition book (journal for English)

2 double pocket folders (English/Science)
Looseleaf paper (200 sheets)

1 spiral notebook or composition notebook for Social
Studies

1 spiral notebook or composition notebook for Math
Reinforcements for Holepunch pages (white)(1 box)
Package of coloreghencils (8 minimum)

12 #2 pencils with erasers

Ballpoint pens, blue or black ink (2 dozen)

Red pens for checking (2 pens)

Highlighter

Glue Stick (3)

Ruler (metric and English systems)

3 x 3 postits (3 packs) for English

Recommended for Eighth Grade

Two-inch three-ring binder

Looseleaf paper (200 sheets)

Dividers

Three-hole pencil case to be placed inside binder
Reinforcements for Holepunch pages (white) (1 box)
8 ¥2 x 11 Graph paper (80 sheets)

Double pocket folder for Science

# 2 pencils with erasers (L dozen)

Ballpoint pens, blue or black ink (1 dozen)

Red pens for checking (1 dozen)

Highlighter

Package of colored pencils (8 minimum)

Metric ruler

Any calculator for Science

Recommended for Math A

Simple explorer calculators $5.00 for Math 6 (optional)
are sold in the school store.

Ruler/Protractor/Compass to keep at home

NO graphing calculators such as the T183 plus

Recommended forMath 6+, Math 7, Algebra prep.
IM, Algebra |, and Honors Geometry

T1 83 or 84 silver graphing calculatorrequired for Algebra |
and can be used in other classes
Ruler/Protractor/Compass

Recommended for Foreign Language

1z¢d6 o OET ¢ AET AAO

Looseleaf paper (100 sheets)

Three-hole pencil case to be placed inside binder
5z subject dividers

1z package 3 x 5 cards (any color, lined or unlined)
2-# 2 pencils

1 z blue ballpoint pen

1 z black ballpoint pen

Graphing calculators are necessary for studesto
demonstrate mastery of the mathematics
curriculum, beginning with Algebra 1. A graphing
calculator is not needed before Algebra 1.
Studentscanbuy their own graphing calculators to
use during Algebra 1 and subsequent mathematics
courses.

If a studert does not purchase a graphing
calculator, the school will loan one for the school
year.

Students who borrow a graphing calculator will be
given a financial obligation if the calculator is lost
or damaged. The obligation will be for the amount
to replacethe calculator.

*NO LIQUID WHITE-OUT



GENERAL INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS

Back-to-School Nightis scheduled fol hursday, September 17200, at 6:450.m. Please
mark your calendar!

OPENING DAY

The first day of school for all students will Monday, August 31, 20®. Sixth grade students, aitl

and & grade studentwho attended orientation, along with returning students, will report directlyito the
homeroom on Monday, August 3Honeroom assignments will be posted by grade in alphabetical order
in the main hallways for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. After finding their names, all students will report
directly to their homeroom classes.

Sixth grade students and new" and 8" grade students who did not attend orientation will report
directly to the cafeteria.

SCHOOL DAY - 7:55a.m.to 2:40 p.m

Students may enter the buildilag 7:30 a.mand report directly to thBinkneyMurkey Media @nter,
gymor cafeteria daily. If your child walks to school, we request your cooperation in making sure that
he/she arrives no earlier than 7:30 a.m. Students WilINF@UPERVISED if they arrive prior to that

time. Students who are not riding the bus in the @d@m must leave school grounds by 2:55 p.m. daily,
unless they are under the direct supervision of a staff member.

GRADE 6 ORIENTATION

Orientation for incoming 6th grade studentd wé held on Thursday, August 27, from 7:55 a.m. to 11:40
am. Upon arival at Rosa Parks, students will report to the cafeteria to receive their schedules. Then,
they will follow their schedule and meet their teachers. Students wilsb@sdied from the cafeteria at
11:40 am. to walk home, ride the bus, or meet theiremts.

GRADE 7 and GRADE 80ORIENTATION _(Only students new to Rosa Parks)
Orientation for students new to Rosa Rarkalso on Thursday, August 27, from 7:55 a.ih1:40 am.
Students will report to theinkneyMurkey Media Centewhere they willreceive further instructions

Attention Parents of 68" Grade Students:
The 6" grade dance will be held on Tuesday, Sep¥, 2m 2:404:00 pm. The cost is $3.00
and all 8 graders are encouraged to attend.

Sixth graders will bgarticipatingin Outdoor Education this yeat Summit Lake in
Emmitsburg, MD The dates for our two teams arspril 19-21 for the Patuxent Tean(iTeam
A with Mrs. St. John), andpril 21-23 for the Choptank TeaniTeam B with Ms. Davis).Your
child will only be alloved to attend Outdoor Education during the designated times for

his/her team, so please mark your calendars and plan accordingly 2

The cost for Outdoor Education will be approximately $80.00. Permission slips EHIEE

and required forms Wibe sent home in Febary. Aparent information meeting
will be held onMarch 11" at 7 pm in the cafeteriaWe stronglyencourage all'6




grade parents to attetitis meeting We will need parents to accompany and help chaperone the
teams for the 3 days eachteamh t ends Out door Ed. I f you are able to
Outdoor Ed session, please notify Mr. Jason Volz (Outddardérdinator) by email or notsy
October 30, 2009A chaperone meetingill be heldin the PinkneyMurkey Media @&nter at 7
pm onApril 7" for parents who are chosen to chaperdheis meeting will be for the Outdoor
Ed chaperones only. For any team/student concerns or questions, please email Mrs. Kimberly
St. John (Team Aatuxent Team) or Ms. Joan E. Davis (Tea@hdptank Team
All of the 8" grade teachers arexcited abouworking with your & graders this year.

Attendance
A student is counted present for a full day if a student is in attendance four hours or more of il
the school day. A student is counted present for %2 day if in attendance for at least two hour§\ ‘
of the school day, but less than four hours. '
e Students will beecorded ag.m. absentif they arrive at school more than two hours
late.
e Students will be recorded gsm. absentif they leave school more than two hours
early.
e Students will be recorded as eitlzem. absenbr p.m. absentif they are absent from
sahool for more than two hours, but less than four hours during the school day.
¢ Students will be recorded fdl-day absentif they are present for less than two hou
of the school day.
e Students will be recorded #&sll-day presentif they are present fanore than four
hours of the school day.

Immunization Guidelines for 200910

Students enrolled in2 grades are required to show proof of immunization against Hepatitis B, show

proof of wvaccination against Varicella (chickenpox)
documentation that the student has had the disdézisiédren who are not completely immunized or who

have not presented their immunization record but presents evidence of an appointment to obtain

documentation or immunization within 20 calendar days of the day of enroliment may be temporarily

admitted toschool. Your child will NOT be allowed to attend school afteeptember 28 200 if the

required documentation is not provided to his/her sc
to obtain his/her immunization record or missing dose&otine. If you are unable to get an
appointment for vaccinations with your childdés heal't

one of the Department of Health and Human Services Immunization Clinics.

Physical Education
The following information has been pregarto give you a head start what is needed for
physicaleducation classes.
Students are encouraged to take a shower (or wipe down) after each PE class. r8aydents
purchase the RPMS uniform. Reasons for purchasing the unifochade
e To reduce the competition between students when selecting sportswear for PE class.
e To distinguish between the students' school clothes and their physical education attire
(since it isoften difficult to make the distinction).
e To provide high qualitylong-lastingattirethat isvery comfortable anthatallows students to
movefreely for class activities.

During cooler weather students will need warm clothing. Stdents may bringtheir own sweat
clothes. However, werecommendthat the sweatshirt and pants be gray or black in color.
Uniform order forms will be distributed on the first day of school through the PE department.



Medical Examinations for Athletic Tryouts
Students who are trying out for softball in #al musthave a recent medical examination on file with
the school nurse. Medical examinations are good for two years for middle school students and must
remain valid through the end of the season. Medixaininations WILL BE
REQUIRED for softball, basketball, and soccer.

SPECIAL DIET MODIFICATION FOR HANDICAPPED STUDENTS

Under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, a student may be entitled to receive
menu substitutions or texture modifications uritéerschool lunch program. This
entitlement occurs when a doctor determines that the student has an impairmea
which substantially limits one or more major life activity. A signed statement from the student's doctor
must verify the existence of the statle handicapping condition and an indication that the handicap
restricts the student's diet. If the handicap prevents the student from eating the regular school meals, the
school will provide meal substitutions at no extra charge.

FREE OR REDUCED MEALS

Students eligible for freenal reduced meals during the 2e@®10school year are eligible to receive free
or reduced price mesalntil at least October 1, 2009 his provides benefits to eligible students while
the applications are beimgocessed for this school yedrhe applications will be distributed the

first week of school.Please return the application as soon as possible to allow time for processing
the paperwork STUDENTS MAY NOT RECEIVE FREE OR REDUCED PRICE MEALS

WITHOUT AN APPROVED APPLICATION ON FILE BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2009.

LOCKERS/BACKPACKS

Each student will be issued a locker to keep his/her supplies in during the school d
Due to the space limitation in each locker, it is extremely important that youyassist |*
child in purchasing segular size backpack DO NOT purchase large bulky or
rigid backpacks, or backpacks with wheels Textbooks and coats will not fit in the
lockers if oversized backpacks are stored there

STUDENT SUPPLIES

Students are exptal to establish and maintain good organizational skills at Rosa Parks. In order to
help the middle school students become more organizesijggesthat they purchase the appropriate
supplies listed for each grade level on the suggested supply lisihghgepacket.Most students find it
important to hava threering binder that istrong anddurable. Pencil cases and rulers that can be
attached to the rings are also needed. These materials, along with paper, pen and pencil, should be
brought to shool every day After school startsuppliesmay be purchased in the school stoRlease
assist us in this effort by guiding your child in the procuring and maintaining of his/her notebook for the
upcoming school yeaAll students can purchaseST UDENT PLANNER. This planneis designed to
allow students to record all assignments for every class for the entire schodl'geatudent handbook

is also included in the planner. Financial assistance will be available to qualified students giao brin
written note taheir Team Leader or Assistant Principal.

TRANSPORTATION

We have included in this mailing a bus schedule for th@-20&chool year. The same
schedule will be used for the special oraitun day on Thursday, August @ith the exeption
that bises will depart Rosa Parks at . am. On regular school days buses will depart at
2:47 p.m. If you wish to transport your child to school, it is critical for the welfare of our
students that you adhere to the policy prohibiting cara Btanding in the bus lane during
loading hours 7:00 a.m. to 9:3@.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.




SAFETY
Safety is a huge concern for us during the morning and afternoon rush. Please adhere to these guidelines
to reduce the possibility of car apddestrian accidents.

1.

Parents who wish to drive students to schmuot enterthe schoobpposite Willow Grove Road.

Here you will find visitor parking and a "Drop Off" loop which is ONE WAY for our students'
protection. Please pull all the way arouncettoop and be sure thgbur childrenare ready to get out

of the camuickly so that traffic does not back up. If you stop by the flag pole when there is space to
pull forward, a major traffic jam occurs on Olney Mill Rd@ihis is a particular problem \eh there is
inclement weather.

. Please do not enter the bus loop in the morning or afternoon hours, and do not allow your children to

get in or out of the car on the very busy Olney Mill Rd.

. Please encourage students to use the sidewalks on school propert _/2/\

These walkways have been laid out with safety in mind. Tiseir |:|:|:|
will keep our students safe and souBétycle racks are provided for

students who ride their bikes to school. Studenist wear helmets, —
and bikegnust be walked across the street and on school property. ' '



200910 STUDENT FEE FORM
Explanation of Student Fees

As a wholeschool initiative Rosa Parks has ordesattient plannersthat are available for purchase.

The planner is not graded or used as a hall pass, but it is used by teachers to help your child track his

or her assignments and to let you know when assignments are due. While this is a voluntary purchase,

we stronglybelieve a student planner is a valuable organizational tool to help you and your child

monitor the completion of assigned tasks. I f you do
planner, please provide a tool your child can use for the same purpose.

Rosa Parks Middle School providegentivesfor all students throughout the year to exhibit positive
behavior / good character. We also give incentives to encourage students to develop strong academic
habits and skills that will benefit theim their classs andon the Maryland School Assessmerhe

activity fee supports the purchase of student incentives.

In addition tothe student planner and activity fessme students will be assessed fees forliakee or
consumable items in their elective classahasFACS (Family and Consumer Sciencem@neral music,
computerapplicatiors, art and potography.

Please return this form with your payment so that we can maintain accurate records.

Student Name TAP Teacher Grade
(To be filled in by student on the first day of school)

If you are purchasing a PE uniform, pledsenotcombine your fees. PE uniform fees are collected
separately by PE teachers.

Student Planner $7.50
Activity Fee $3.00

Date Check # Total

Please rake checks payde toRosa Parks Middle School

Note: An $8.00 fee will be charged for each check returned to Rosa Parks Middle School. This fee
is subject to change.




